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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


GDR-BULGARIA COMMUNIQUE ISSUED ON HONECKER'S SOFIA VISIT 
LDO22052 East Berlin ADN Internationa). Service in German 1740 GMT 2 Nov 79 LD 


[Text] Berlin--The GDR and Bulgaria are firmly resolved to continue to con- 
duct an active and consistent policy for the consolidation of peace and se- 
curity throughout the world, and for the continued assertion of international 
detente. They stress the need for supplementing political detente by mili- 
tary detente. 


This emerges from a joint communique published today [2 November 1979]. It 
concerns the friendly meeting between Erich Honecker, general secretary of 
the SED Central Committee and chairman of the GDR State Council, and Todor 
Zhivkov, first secretary of the BCP Central Committee and chairman of the 
State Council of the Bulgarian People's Republic, which ended today. 


They stressed that in spite of the resistance of the forces of reaction de- 
tente is the dominant trend in the development of international relations. 

Both sides affirmed anew that effective measures to curb and halt the arms 

race and toward genuine disarmament are necessary and are a key problem in 

the struggle for safeguarding a lasting peace. 


Erich Honecker and Todor Zhivkov underscored the firm resolve of both coun- 
tries to contribute actively to the implementation of the latest peace pro- 
posals of the USSR. 


The document says: “The Western countries are now called upon to respond by 
concrete steps to the unilateral reduction of forces and armaments in central 
Europe on the part of the "SSR, and its readiness to initiate, in agreement 
with the other interested countries, adaitional measures to create an atmo- 
sphere of security and confidence, to lessen the danger of war in Europe and 
throughout the world. This would also take into account those voices even 
in the NATO states which welcome the readiness of the socialist states to 
reduce their troops and military hardware, and reject plans of the NATO coun- 
cil to station new mediur-iange missiles in Wentern Europe. The implementa- 
tion of NATO's intentions would undoubtedly svriously endanger the process of 
detente." 

















In this context the politicians also paid tribute to the importance of the 
Soviet-U.S. treaty on the limitation of strategic offensive weapons, SALT II, 
for the consolidation of international peace and security. They stressed 
“that the ratification of this treaty would be an important step toward the 
effective curbing of the arms race and create more favorable conditions for 
disarmament ." 


Erich Honecker and Todor Zhivkov expressed their profound satisfaction at the 
steady and fruitful development of the friendship and fraternal cooperation 
between the GDR and the Bulgarian People's Republic on the basis of Marxism 
Leninism and socialist internationalism. They stressed anew the great in- 
portance of the friendship and cooperation with the USSR and the other fra- 
ternal socialist countries for the successful socialist development in the 
GDR and the Bulgarian People’s Republic. "The GDR and the Bulgarian People's 
Republic will continue to contribute actively to the further strengthening of 
the unity and cohesion of the member states of the Warsaw Treaty Organization 
and CEMA, to the consistent realization of the CEMA's comprehensive program 
of socialist economic integration, to the implementation of the coordinated 
foreign policy of the fraternal socialist countries aimed at the consolida- 
tion of peace, security and cooperation in Europe and the world.” 


Erich Honecker and Todor Zhivkov emphasized their satisfaction with the 
development so far of the cooperation between the SED and the BCP, as well 
as their firm resolve to consolidate and develop it further. They affirmed 
their firm resolve to further deepen cooperation in politics, the economy, 
culture and ideology, to raise continuously its effectiveness in the interest 
of both sides and to continue the exchange of experience and views on ques- 
tions of the building of socialism. It is clear from the communique that 

the long-term trade agreement for the current 5-year period is being success- 
fully carried out. At present 41 bilateral agreements on the specialization 
and cooperation of production are in force. 


To deepen cooperation a program was signed at the meeting for the further 
implementation and expans'on of the “main directions of economic and scien- 
tific-technical cooperation and for the further development of sacialist 
economic integration between the GDR and the Bulgarian People's Republic © 
during the period after 1980." It also covers selected principal tasks of 
scientific-technical cooperation for the 1981-1985 period.” The document 
goes on: “Both sides are of the opinion that the work on the completion of 
the coordination of the economic plans for the 1981-1985 period is one of 
the most important tasks at this stage. In this context, agreement was 
reached to speed up the work on the opening up of additional possibilities 
for the complete satisfaction of the requirements of both countries of im 
portant raw materials, semifinished products, machines and equipment, as 
well as other finished products. This will create the prerequisites for the 
continued dynamic development of the economic relations between the GDR and 
the Bulgarian People's Republic, for raising the volume of mutual trade by 
40 to 50 percent.” 














Erich Honecker and Todor Zhivkov stressed that the successful economic co- 
operation between the GDR and the Bulgarian People's Republic is an important 
factor for the consolidation and deepening of the reciprocal relations be- 
tween the CEMA member states and a contribution to the fulfillment of the com 
prehensive program of socialist economic integration and the longer-range tar- 
get programs of cooperation within the CEMA.” 


‘ The communique states that the two sides discussed questions of the present 
international situation and expressed the complete unanimity of their views 
in this respect. They stressed the need for convening as soon as possible 
a conference at political level, of all European states, the United States 
and Canada. "Such a conference would be the most suitable forum for discuss- 
ing a broad complex of measures for military detente, the dismantling of 
military confrontation and the reduction of forces and armaments on the 
continent.” The communique goes on: “Both sides reject with te utmost 
vigor the attempts of the most aggressive imperialist circles of NATO to 
torpedo the policy of detente and to step up, invoking as justification the 
myth of an alleged threat from the East, their arms drive and psychological 
war preparations. They condemn NATO's plans to station new American nuclear 
medium-range missiles in Western Europe.” 





The GDR and the Bulgarian People's Republic stressed the urgency for progress 
at the Vienna negotiations. "They are convinced that progress is possible 
provided that the participating Western states at long last adopt a realistic 
position.” The document makes it clear that both states will make a construc- 
tive contribution to the successful preparation and holding of the Madrid con- 
ference in 1980. 


The GDR and Bulgaria opposed the hegemonistic policy of the Chinese leaders. 

At the same time they declare their ceadiness to maintain normal, interstate 
relations with China on the basis of the principles of peaceful coexistence. 
They call for the complete recognition of the Kampuchean People's Republic, 

and for a comprehensive, just and lasting peace settlement in the Middle East. 
They affirmed their readiness to extend all-round support to the new states in 
Asia, Africa and Latin American in their struggle for independence and prog- 
ress. They were unanimous in noting “that the unity of action of the communist 
and workers parties is becoming increasingly consolidated and exercising a 
growing influence on the situation in the world.” 


The communique says in conclusion: The friendly meeting of the leading repre- 
sentatives of the GDR and the Bulgarian People's Kepublic passed in a cordial, 
fraternal atmosphere and affirmed anew the complete identity of positions on 
all questions discussed." 
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Yanko Viadev: “The Visit of a Romanian Military 


Text} Veliko Turnovo, 2 October (by telephone from our special corres- 
pondent). Today, an official military delegation from the Socialist "epub- 
lic of Romania headed by the deputy minister of national defense and secre- 
tary of the Higher Political Council of the Romanian Army, Lt Gen Gomoiu 
sheorghe, arrivea in Veliko Turnovo. In the city the delegation vas cor- 
iially met by the chief of the Vasil Levski VNVU [Higher Peoples Military 
School], Maj Gen Delcho Stanimirov and by representatives of the community. 
Pioneers presented flowers to the guests. 





The delegation was welcomed by Maj Gen Delcho Baychev. 


First the Romanian guests visited the Vasil Levski VNVU. Officer Petrov 
described the diverse party political and ideological work aimed at achiev- 
ime higher successes in the training and indoctrination of officer candi- 
lates, and at preparing knowledgeable and abie military person’ 21 wh) =°. 
would be profoundly loyal to the party and people and ardent petriots and 
internationalists. 


Maj Gen D. Stanimirov and Officer Petrov replied exhaustively to the ques- 
tions asked by the guests. 


After this the members of the Romanian military delegation toured the re- 
cently opened new area of the school, and became familiar with the training 
and indoctrination conditions for the officer candidates. 


With great interest the Romanian guests viewed the historical monuments 
of the old capital city. After this they departed for the town of Strazhitsa 
where they paid honor before a magnificent monument erected in honor of the 


fallen sons and daughters of the people from the Gorna Oryakhovitsa Partisan 
Detachment in May 1944. 


This evening, the chief of the Vasil Levski VNVU, Maj Gen D. Stanimirov, is 
giving a dinner for the visiting Romanian military delegation. 


10272 “ 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SED DELEGATION TO MPR--On Thursday [20 September) Namsrayn Lubsanrabdan, 
member of the MPRP Central Committee Politburo, received for friendly talks 

a study delegation of the SE) Central Committee's Central Party Control Com- 
mission headed by its deputy chairman Heinz Juch at the conclusion of its 
visit to the MPR. GDR ambassador Egon Rommel also attended the talks. During 
its l-week visit the delegation acquainted itself with the exper‘ences of the 
party control commission at the MPRP Central Committee in the Mongolian capi- 
tal of Ulaanbaatar and in various areas of the country. [Text] [AU270925 
East Berlin NEUES DEUTSCHLAND in German 21 Sep 79 p 2 AU) 


GDR, ROMANIAN PEACE COMMITTEE--Bucharest (ADN Correspondent )--Representatives 
of the GDR Peace Council and the Romanian Committee for the Defense of Peace 
in Bucharest welcomed on Thursday [1 November 1979] the latest peace initia- 
tive of the USSR. The meeting took place at the end of a visit by a deiega- 
tion of the GDR Peace Council. In the course of the talks the struggle 
against the arms race, especially against the production of weapons of mass 
destruction, for detente, security and peace were discussed. [Text] [LD012243 
East Berlin ADN International Service in German 2042 GMT 1 Nov 79 LD] 
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BULGARIA 


BULGARIAN PRESIDENT TODOR ZHIVKOV INTERVIEWED BY'NHAN DAN' 
Hanoi WHAN DAN in Vietnamese 10 Oct 79 pp i, 3 


[ Interv'ew with President Todor Zhivkov of Bulgaria: “Todor Zhivkov Answers 
in Interview Sranted to NHAN DAN” 7 


[ Text_ ‘uestions Dear comrade Todor Zhivkov, the peopis of Vietnam enthu- 
siasticaiiy welcome the wonderful achievements that have brought a fine mate- 
riai and spiritual life to the people cf the People’s Republic of Bulgaria 
in its socialist construction, Can you tell our people Bulgaria‘’s major 
achievements and experiences? 


Answer: That's true, The achievements that our socialist fatherland has 
scored are sreat and natural, A few weeks ago, on the anniversary of the So- 
Cialist Revolution on 9 Septenber, we reviewed the period of the pas’ 35 
years, This final review is very encouraging. Within a short historical 
stage, the people of Bulgaria, under the leadership of the Communist Party 
of dulgazia, basically changed the face of their country, Capitaiist Bul- 
garia before the revolution had been a poor country having an extremely back- 
ward agricult»re and being a tool in the hands of the imperialist forces. 
Today, our socialist land is a country having developed industry and agricul- 
ture and « cultural, spiritual anc material living standard that is being ia- 
proved everyday; Bulgaria, the land of realistic socialiam, is successfully 
building a developed socialist society, Working side by side with the great 
Soviet Union and other socialist countries, Bulgaria is eteadily aurching 
forward in the ploneering ranks on the road of social progress, 


I have to admit that it is very difficrit to mention the data that poin' ° 

tne sharp changes in the economic and cultural fields and in the workin,  «o- 
ple's living conditions, for with every passing year these data become { «ces 
that ar= too great to be compared, For instance, after the revolution our 
national income increased tenfold, in which the contribution of industry in- 
creased from 15 percent in 1939 to 58,1 percent in 1976, Industry is clearly 
confirmed as a decisive sector in the national economy, The major sectors 
that lead in the field of technical progress are machine manufacturing, chea- 
lca. industry, energy and electronics, 








Agriculture also shows basic changes, At present, it has been centralized 
and specialized and has high productivity, As compared with 1939, today the 
gross agricultural product has increased by 2,6 times; the average yield of 
wheat has increased ty 3 times, corn 3.3 times, etc, while labor in agricul- 
ture has decreased by 3 times, 


The economic achievements have created favorable conditions for us to perma- 
nently improve the people's stradard of living, This is natural because the 
goal of our economic development, in a socialist country like ours, is to 
serve very effectively the people, who have created all wealth, and to :atisfy 
more and more everyday man's material and spiritual need, This is one of the 
characteristics that are used to evaluate socialism as a social system of 
highly human character, 


The success of socialism in our country has ensured for the scientific, artis- 
tic and cultural sectors the greatest development ever, Today, Bulgaria is 
one of the leading countries in the world in terms of the numbers of cultural 
and educational institutions, clubs, reading rooms, cultural houses, l:ibrar- 
ies, movie houses, theaters, museums and art galleries per every 1,000 peo- 
ple, as well as in terms of satisfying the people's needs for books, news- 
papers and magazines, television sets and radio receivers. 


But perhaps the most precious achievement is the building of the new working 
man, the socialist man, and the consolidation and development of the social- 
ist way of living in our country, 


All of the things that have been achieved so far, of course, demanded that 
the working people make great efforts, have a high degree of understanding 
and permanently raise their professional capabilities and the concept of dar- 
ing do things, The fact that the newly-built society has both difficulties 
and shortcomings is only natural and unavoidable, We do not learn only from 
successes but also draw experience from our own shortcomings, 


We have learned and are learning from the rich experiences of the Soviet 
Union and other fraternal countries, Our people believe that if we have unity 
and solidarity, we will overcome every difficulty and labor and fervor will 

be compensated by great results, 


At present, the Bulgarian communists and people are concentrating all efforts 
on implementing the resolution of the 11th Party Congress and fulfilling the 
tasks of the 7th 5-year plan for economic and social development of our 
country. 


We are striving to perfect the socialist labor organization, management and 
planning at all levels and to continue to raise the labor productivity of so- 
ciety, We firmly strive to implement the strategic line as set by the Party 
Congress on high efficiency and quality in all social fields, first of all in 
the economic field, and at the same time try to resolve any problems that may 
arise from the process of building a developed socialist society, 











That is a generalized account of the achievements that our people have scored 
in labor and the relentless implementation of the Marxist-Leninist policy of 
the Bulgarian Communist Party. But we also recognize the fact that the 
historic achievements we scored were closely linked with our unshakable 
friendship with the Soviet Union and with the mutual assistance and close 
cooperation with other fraternal socialist ccuntries, 


It is our people's hard work, it is our party's Marxist-Leninist policy, Bul- 
garia’s cooperation and closeness in every way to the Soviet Union and frater- 
nal cooperation with other members of the Council of Mutual Aid that ensure 
the fulfillment of the new and great tasks. 


Fully optimistic, the Bulgarian people look to their bright future, Although 
the imperialists and reactionaries try to resist, history still moves steadily 
forward, for peace and social progress, for a new, socialist and communist 
civilization, 


Question: The international prestige of the People's Republic of Bulgaria is 
being heightened everyday, Your country has made precious contributions to 
the common struggle of the people of the world for peace, security and inter- 
national coopevation, Please tell us about the important current events in 
the struggle for defense and consolidation of peace in the Balkans and Europe, 


Answer: The People’s Republic of Bulgaria is a socialist country, The social- 
ist nature of our system determines the goal and substance of the foreign 
policy of the Bulgarian Communist Party and Bulgarian state, namely, ensuring 
the most favorable international conditions for the socialist construction in 
our country, boosting the strong position of socialism in the world and pre- 
venting a new wor]4 war, 


If the characteristics of our policy in the international arena are to be 
mentioned, they are the policy of peace, principle and building; the policy 
that is active and dynamic; the policy that strengthens the fraternal alliance 
with the socialist countries, solidarity with the people of the world, the 
struggle for national and social liberation and the movement of nonaligned 
countries; the policy of peaceful coexistence and mutually beneficial coopera- 
tion with the capitalist countries, the policy of detente advocating an end 
to the arms race and moving toward real “isarmament, 


[The People's Republic of Bulgaria consiviers its relations with the countries 
of the Balkan Peninsula, where our stat» has existed for i, 300 years, of 
special importance, 


Our Balkan policy always remains a peaceful and high-principled one, unaf- 
fected by temporary reasons, and is aimed at building a good-neighbor and 
mutually beneficial relationship, If the Balkans in the past had been a tense 
powder keg and an area of crises and war, it has now undergone remarkable 
changes; if in the area progress in the detente process creating an atmosphere 
of confidence and mutual respect really exists, the People's Republic of Bul- 
garia can say it has in it its share of basic contributions, 








On the European continent, as: well as in the developing world, the active 
processes are strengthening the detente policy, particularly following the 
Helsinki Conference, But the strengthening of the detente process and the 
consolidation of peace and security in Europe and in the world as a whole re- 
quire that we move toward detente in the military field. Therefore, the 
countries in the socialist community consider ending the arms race and grad- 
ually moving toward a realistic disarmament the topmost foreign-policy task, 


About this aatter we need only to mention the pioporals of the Warsaw Treaty 
Organization Political Consultative Committee, which were approved in Moscow 


in November of last year and by the organization's Foreign Ministers Committee 
last May. 


Along with the Soviet Union and other countries in the socialist community, 
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria is activoly working for the idea of signing 
a treaty among the countries participating in the All-European Conference to 
accept the obligation of not using nuclear and conventional weapons first 
against one another and decreasing the degree of concentration of troops, 
equipment and weapons in Europe, 


The Bulgarian people welcome the signing of the Soviet-U.S, SALT treaty, which 
they consider a great progress, and hope that this importint document will 
also be ratified by the United States, 


Our country totally and absolutely supports the Soviet Union's new proposal 
about the United Nations having to approve the resolution that condemns the 
policy of hegemony, This responds to the vital interests of our people, 
your people and all the peoples having made so much sacrifice to regain 
their freedom, national independence and sovereignty. 


Question: The situation in asia, particularly in Seu.neast Asia, becomes tense 
because of the expansionism and hegemony policy of the reactionary forces in 
the Beijing ruling circles in collusion with the imperialists, How do you 
assess this situation? 


Answer: The situation in this par’ of the world does cause concern, This is N 
because of the Beijing expansionism and hegemony policy, Beijing's action 

is not a coincidental eruption of anger, It is the result of a long process 

of ideological, political and military preparations in the spirit of Mao's 

line on ruling the world, 


The Chinese aggression against Vietnam absolutely was not first in order, 

I do not go back to the very far past, But I cannot help mentioning the fact 
that the Chinese rulers have attempted to impose control over Vietnam right 
after the people's revolution succeeded, Defeated in that plot, they launched 
a brazen aggression against the SRV, Under their pressure, the Pol Pot-Ieng 
Sary clique massacred people in Kampuchea and turned this country into a 
springboard for offensive against Vietnam, thus provoking a fraternal border 
war, The Kampuchean people have swept away that bloody regime and today, : 
under the leadership of the People's Revolutionary Council, are taking a new 














road, We highly evaluate the spirit of international solidarity of the 
Vietnamese people sho have assisted the Kampuchean patriotic combatants, 


At present, the Chinese rulers again resort to armed provocation on the 
Vietnamese border and elsewhere. Beijing is launching a campaign to slander 
your country. The Chinese leaders have insolently declared they would give 
Vietnam a new “lesson,” 


Beijing's act of aggression against Vietnam is directed not only against 
your people but also against peace and security in Southeast Asia, against 
the fraternal socialist countries and against the forces working for peace 
and social progress all over the world, 


Resisting the Chinese aggressors and their expansionist plan, the SRV -- now 
and before a fortress against hegemony -- defends not only its own interests 
but also the interests of cther nations in Southeast Asia. 


We strongly believe that the Vietnamese people, united around their Communist 
Party, will thwart every provocation by Beijing and, if necessary, will again 
fight back with appropriate blows, 


Here I repeat what I said at the friendly Bulgarian-‘Yietnamese meeting in 
Hanoi: We fraternal socialist countries, along with the progressive forces 
in the world, never let disaster happen, nor let the SRV be destroyed! 


Question: We hope you will express to our people your impressions about the 
visit to our country. 


Answers We are very happy. We have strong impressions about the brotherly 
hospitality that the party and state leaders and people of Vietnam have been 
extending to us as you receive us, During the time of our visit in your coun- 
try, we have seen the sentiments the Vietnamese people have for the Bulgarian 
people -- the sentiments of friendship and mutual affection of the people of 
our two countries, Trrough NHAN DAN I .uimly thank the Vietnamese people for 
having granted us a very dear and sincere welcome right from the very first 
moment after we set foot on the Vietnamese soil, 


We have deep impressions about the great victories of the Vietnamese working 
people who, under the leadership of the VCP, have succeeded in winning in the 
struggle for building a peaceful, reunified, independent and socialist 
Vietnaa, 


We are happy to find that the Vietnamese people are uphol/iing the concept of 
working resolutely to carry out the resolutions set fort): by the Fourth VCP 


Congress, 


About our meetings and talks with the SRV party and state delegation headed 
by Le Duan, general secretary of the VCP Central Committee, the loyal son of 
the Vietnamese people, the outstanding activist of the international communist 
and workers movement and our comrade in arms, we must say they are very 














useful, I do not need to explain that this is not a ceremonial visit, nor 
are our meetings and talks ceremonial ones, 


I think that the signing of the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between 
the People's Republic of Bulgaria and the SRV is one of the high points, one 
of the most important results of this visit. This historic document symbol- 
izes the fine international dignities that the two great sons of Bulgaria and 
Vietnam -- comrades Georgi Dimitrov and Ho Chi Minh -- have left behind for 
us, With this document we have set a new marker on the road of close friend- 
ship, fraternal solidarity and socialist cooperation between us, The treaty 
is a common contribution to our common friendship with the Soviet Union and 
helps to strengthen the socialist bloc on the basis of Marxist-Leninist prin- 
ciples and socialist internationalism, In this ground full of vitality, I 
believe that the Bulgarian-Vietnamese friendship tree will forever bear flow- 
ers and fruits, 


On this occasion I wish the Vietnamese people new success in their struggle 
to build their fatherland into a developed and prosperous socialist country, 
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REPORT ON MILITARY PARTY-POLI™ICAL CONFERENCE 
Report on Opening and Proceedings 
Sofia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 3 Oct 79 pp 1-3 


[Report on anarmy conference of party-political workers by Cols Rangel 
Zlatkov, Avram Molkhov and Stoyan Mikov: “Profoundly, with Principles and 
an Eye to the Future”) 


[Text] Yesterday at the Central House of the People's Army, a conference 
began for the Main Political Administration of the People's Army [G1PUNA] 
for the party-political workers. It was opened by the chief of the G1PUNA, 
Col Gen Kiril Kosev. Participating in the conference was the first deputy 
chief of the Military Department of the BCP Central Committee, Lt Gen 
Trifon Balkanski. 


The meetings of party-political workers have always been a rich school for 
skills and the exchange of experience. By the diverse reports and state- 
ments, by profound analysis of what has been achieved and the shortcomings, 
by valuable suggestions for future work, and so forth, in practice they have 
effectively heiped all the categories of political workers in their imme- 
diate job of implementing the dvcisions of the party Central Committee and 
in carrying out the orders of tiie minister of national defense and the in- 
structions of the chief of the GIPUNA. Those present have left these meet- 
ings with enriv..ed knowledge, and have been armed with new, progressive 
forms and methods of work as well as with a desire for even more inspired 
work to raise the combat readiness and fighting efficiency of the BNA [Bul- 
garian People's Army]. 


The basic report on the subject "The Work of the Coamanders, Political 
Bodies, Party and Komsomol Organizations to Raise the Social Activeness of 
the Military” was given by the chief of the GIPUNA, Col Gen Kiril Kosev. 
(The report is published in an abridged version. ) 


After this the statements began. The first to take the floor was officer 


Bosev. He spoke in great detail and soundness on certain essential problems 
of party-political work in the unit in which he serves. In particular he 
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took up the activities of the political bodies, the party and Komsomol or- 
ganizations in supporting the training process, and described how in daily 
exercises the military professional training of the personnel was organized 
and improved, and this, in turn, most effectively influenced the successful 
carrying out of the complicated missions of military and political training. 
In this regard, Comrade Bosev shared valuable positive experience while 

not overlooking the committec weaknesses. He stated interesting ideas on 
the planning, organization and conduct of the socialist competition, the 
utilization and improvement of the training facilities, and the application 
of new forms of work and the approach in training and indoctrinating the 
military personnel--and all of these are related to the subject of the con- 
ference. 


Officer Naydenov described the experience of the G. S. Rakovski Military 
Academy in the area of the spiritual development of the personnel and above 
all the officer personnel. The spiritual development of officer personnel 
is the basis of social activity, he stated. Comrade Naydenov analytically 
examined diverse aspects of the work, in differentiating the approach to 
the various categories of servicemen. 


After this officer Demirevski spoke, and he described what was being done 

to improve individual political work with the rank-and-file, the sergeants 
and the officers, as a particularly important aspect in the indoctrination 
of social activeness. Officer Chervenpeev also shared valuable positive 
experience. His comments were devoted to various aspects of the use of the 
competition (organization, conduct, reporting, competitiveness, indoctrina- 
tional impact, and so forth) as a powerful factor for furthering the social 
activeness of the men. And officer Stoimenov again drew attention of the 
conference participants to the rele, place and significance of the troop 
collectives, and spoke in greater detail on the activities of the commanders, 
political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations in strengthening then. 


In the afternoon the work of the conference again continued with statements 
on the basic report. Officer Maldenov took the floor. He spoke of the 
concern which is being shown in the N. I. Vaptsarov Higher Naval School for 
actually providing aesthetic indoctrination of the officer candidates, ani 
improving their aesthetic needs. As a result of this concern, a significant 
increase can be felt in the social activeness of the future officers and 

in the fruitfulness of their work. 


Officer Kolev in his statement took up the basic aspects in the work of the 
diverse furthering of the social activeness of the personnel. He shared the 
useful experience in further improving the socialist organization of labor 
and of the style in the activities of the personnel. Officer Parmakov spoke 
on certain aspects of the work of the commanders, the political bodies, the 
party and Komsomol organizations in studying and satisfying the needs of 

the men. He reported that in his unit this process is viewed as an important 
factor for raising social activeness. 
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officer Rizov in his statement took up the basic aspects of the diverse 
activities related to strengthening the social expression of the military 
construction workers. 


The created ordered system of labor in the construction sector of the 
Ministry of National Defense encourages individual and collective activities. 
Officer Dobrev described interesting experience in the activities of the 
party organizations to raise the social activeness of the men. The last to 
take the floor was officer Nikolov. He described how in practice the diverse 
activities of the Komsomol sailors are manifested, and of the force of moral 
incentives. 


With this the discussion cf the basic report ended. 


At the afternoon session of the army conference for party-political workers, 
a report on the subject "Problems of Improving Internal Party Relations in 
the Three-Volume Work of Comrade Todor Zhivkov" was given by Rachko Rachkov, 
first deputy head of the Organizational Department of the BCP Central Com- 
mittee. He established the necessity of publishing a three-volume publica- 
tion of our first party and state leader. The speaker emphasized that the 
three-volume work of Comrade Todor Zhivkov brings together and takes up all 
the problems related to the theory of the leading role of the party and par- 
ticularly internal party relations. In conclusion Comrade Rachkov emphasized 
that a three-volume publication on party development is a desk book not only 
for professional political workers but for all cadres. 


The report was heard with great attention. An exhaustive answer was given 
to the questions asked. 


With this the first day of the army conference for party-political workers 
ended. 


Everyone who spoke during yesterday's work of the conference fully supported 
the ide .s and recommendations in the report of Col Gen Kiril Kosev. They 
emphasized that the report contains rich practical experience and that with 
its theoretical ideas and generalizations it will contribute to a decisive 
improvement in the quality and fruitfulness of party political work in the 
area of raising the social activeness of the men of the People's Army. The 
party-political workers who spoke expressed their readiness to apply a maxi- 
mum of effort and will mobilize all the personnel in order that the experi- 
ence described at the conference becomes reality. 


The conference is continuing its work today. 








Report Given by Col Gen Kiri] Kosev 
Sofia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 3 Oct 79 p 2 


[Abridged version of a speech given by the chief of the Main Political 
Administration of the People's Army, Col Gen Kiril Kosev: "The Work of 
the Commanders, Political Bodies, Party and Komsomol Organizations in the 
Area of Raising the Social Activeness of the Military”] 


[Text] Comrades, under the conditions of building a developed socialism, 

a rise in the social activeness of the workers is a basic question in Marxist- 
Leninist theory ana also socialist practice. The tasks which have been posed 
by the CPSU Central Committee are enormous in their scope and extraordinarily 
complicated in their essence. In the letter of Comrade T. Zhivkov to the 
Komsomol Central Committee, it is stated "at present, there is an objective 
need for a significant rise in the quality of human resources and our national 
and intellectual potential, in order to bring this into accord with the re- 
quirements of socialist construction and the scientific and technical revo- 
lution.” 


The social activeness of people is one of the most essential driving forces 
for carrying out economic tasks, for establishing new directions in social 
development and for improving the socialist personality. This is a basic 
question and the correct solution to it largely determines the carrying out 
of the goals of the five-year plan "For High Efficiency and High Quality,” 
as well as the party command of improving the socialist organization of labor 
and planned leadership of the economy. For this reason the 1975 National 
Party Conference confronted the party bodies and leadership with the basic 
task of showing the greatest concern for the all-round development of the 
social activeness of the workers--both labor, sociopolitical and creative-- 
to assist in turning all the labor collectives into vital cells of the 
cocial organism, as well as furthering and directing the creativity of the 


people. 


The question of social activeness is also exceptionally important for the 
Bulgarian People's Army [BNA]. This is caused by the following circumstances. 


In the first place, by the scope and complexity of the tasks which the BCP 
Central Committee has posed for the BNA in the area of defending the developed 
socialist society in Bulgaria. The revolution in military affairs, the con- 
stant saturating of the troops with the most advanced and modern weapons 

and military equipment, and the change in the methods of conducting varfare 
have placed very higher demands on the organization, content and procedures 
of all training and indoctrinational activities. 


Secondly, from the international obligations of our army. The peace-loving 
and constructive policy of the USSR, Bulgaria and the other socialist 
countries has led to a detente in international relations. In spite of this 
the international situation continues to be complicated and contradictory. 
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Imperialism has not altered its predatory nature, and has not abandoned 
its intentions to destroy the socialist community, while the Chinese 
leaders ever more intensely are stirring up anti-Sovietism and are enter- 
ing in’.o an outright conspiracy with the most reactionary imperialist 
forces in the world. This obliges us, as military personnel, to show high 
political vigilance, to wage an irreconcilable struggle against any 
underestimation of the danger of war, to increase the social activeness of 
the personnel, and to raise the combat readiness of the army to such 4@ Ue- 
gree that it, as a worthy clly of the Soviet army and as a member of the 
United Armed Forces of the Warsaw Pact, will be capable of carrying out its 
international obligations of defending peace and socialisz. 


Thirdly, by the contradiction which has arisen betwecn the capabilities of 
the created rich, modern material and technical base and the increased cu a- 
bilities of the personnel and their incomplete utilization by the subjective 
factor, that is, the commanders, the political bodies, the staffs, the party 
and Komsomol organizations, to raise the combat readiness of the troops to a 
higher level. 


The methodological basis for disclosing the essence of social activeness is 
the Marxist-Leninist understanding of man as the creator of social develop- 
ment. 


Social activeness is not merely the creative or production activeness of man 
in one or another area. It is an activeness directly focused on the trans- 
formation of society and on improving the socialist way of life. in other 
words, social activeness is the objectively determined capacity, the ideo- 
logical conviction, the spiritual comprehension and readiness of the indi- 
vidual to carry out conscious activities expressed and implemented in the 
immediate work of transforming social reality and the individual himself. 

At the present stage of our development, the social activeness of the workers 
is expressed in their conscious and effective involvement in carrying out 
the BCP Program, the decisions of the llth Party Congress, the July Plenum 
of the BCP Central Committee (1976) and the National Party Conference for 
building a developed socialist society. It reflects the degree of involve- 
ment of the individual man and the collective as a whole in the labor, 
political and spiritual area of social development. 


Under army conditions, social activeness has its particular features. These 
are determined by the particular features of military service as vell as 

by the significance of the tasks in the area of ensuring the defense of the 
country. The contents of the activities of the military depend upon the 
tasks which the party has posed for the People's Army. With a rise in the 
scale and complexity of these tasks, the content of the social activeness 

of the soldiers and the commanders is enriched. Briefly this can be defined 
as the conscious and effective participation of the servicemen and the carry- 
out of the tasks posed by the party and the goverment for strengthening the 
defense might of the motherland and for protecting the victories of socialisn. 
Certainly at the basis of social activeness stands an ideological conviction 
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of the rectituc.: of the party line and the policy turned into permanent 
impetuses of conduct. 


The main aim of the social activeness of soldiers and commanders is to raise 
the fighting efficiency and combat readiness of the BNA and its basic mea- 
sure is the achieved successes in the combat readiness of the servicemen. 


The social activeness of a military personality is a collective and integrated 
concept. Within the limits of military activity it is possible to distin- 
guish its basic components such as sociopolitical, military professional, 
military patriotic, creative, and so forth. All the components are dialec- 
tically related and reciprocally caused. 


Sociopolitical activeness reflects the class content and political direction 
of military labor and is of particular importance for the combat readiness 
and training of the soldiers. This is expressed in the conscious activities 
of studying and carrying out Marxist-Leninist teachings and KP policy for 
improving the defense capabiiity of the nation. 


Military professional activeness is of primary significance for maintaining 
a high level of fighting efficiency and combat readiness of the BNA. It is 
expressed in the attitude toward military service, in conscious work to study 
and apply military affairs, in improving the quality and fruitfulness of 
training activities, and developing the socialist competition. 


Military patriotic activeness is related to the national price of the Bul- 
marian soldier, his love for the people and the motherland, for the freedom 
loving Bulgarian people, who have spared neither their blood nor their life 
for 13 centuries in order to defend their existence. The military patriotic 
awarness and activity of the Bulgarian soldier are an inseparable part of 
his civilian awareness and activity. 


The creative activeness of servicemen is expressed in the avare and creative 
activities which bear the traits of a qualitatively new particular problem 
solving which conforms to the given conditions of the situation. This is an 
essential component in military activities both under peacetime conditions 
in training the troops, as vell as in a combat situation. This provides 

& qualitative solution to the training and combat problems confronting the 
troop units. 


It must be stressed that after the llth Congress, after the July Plenum of 
the BCP Central Committee in 1976, and particularly after the National Party 
Conference, broad activity has developed in the army for raising the social 
activeness of the personnel. As a consequence of this, the personnel has 
rallied closely around the BCP Central Committee, and has shown great ac- 
tiveness in carrying out the tasks involved in ensuring the defense of the 
victories of socialism in Bulgaria and the socialist commonwealth. 
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The demands of the BCP Central Committee and the National Party Conference 
and the responsible tasks which have been posed at presext for raising the 
fighting effectiveness and combat readiness of the BUA demand a continuous 
improvement in the work of the commanders, the political bodies, the party 
and Komsomo] organizations in increasing the social activeness of the sol- 
¢diers and the commanders. 


This must be carried cut in the following basic directions: 


l. The Work of the Commanders, Political Bodies, Party and Komsomol Organiza- 
tions in the Ares of the Spiritual Development of the Military Personality 


The social activeness of soldiers and their attitude tovard duty and the 
tasks which the party and the command have posed for them depend to the 
greatest degree upon their ideology, upon their ideological conviction of 
the rightness of party policy, and upon their spiritual ijterests and needs. 
For this reason the indoctrination of ideologically convinced, morally strong, 
physically conditioned and socially active individuals, individuals with 

a high avareness of duty and responsibility to the socialist society, is a 
central task for our ideological work in the army. When we view the basic 
directions in the work of the commanders, the party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions in ensuring high social activeness of the soldiers, we vould put in 
first place their concern for the spiritual development of the military 
personality. The spiritual development of the military includes primarily 
their communist indoctrinatic 1, their scientific ideology, the turning of 
the Marxist-Leninist teachings into a conviction and into a chief motive 
for conduct, and the organic combining of ideological conviction and loyalty 
with socially useful actions and practical deds to realize the communist 
ideal. The development of a socialist attituie toward labor and toward pub- 
lie property, the turning of the principles and requirements of socialist 
morality into the rules of conduct, the indoctrination of patriotic and 
international feelings and convictions, the development of artistic and cre- 
ative talents of the individual and a liking of each soldier for the beauti- 
ful and noble world of art-~all of these are important aspects and tasks 

in the spiritual development of the soldiers. 


In the spiritual development of the soldiers, it is essential to bear in 
mind both the ideological-political, moral and aesthetic components of their 
avareness and conduct as vell as their spiritual world. The two aspects of 
the spiritual development are interrelated and determined. The richer the 
communist ideclogical loyalty the richer the spiritual world of the soldiers, 
and conversely, a richer spiritual world is the basis for profound and last- 
ing ideological convictions. Because “without human emotions,” as V. I. 
Lenin taught, “there never was, there never will be and cannot be the human 
search for truth.” 


In the struggle to carry out the decisions of the llth Party Congress, the 
July Plenum of the BCP Central Committee (1976) and the National Party Con- 
ference, the political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations have 








achieved significant successes in the spiritual development of the soldiers. 
The organization and execution of ideological work in the troops have iz- 
proved. Advances have been made in assimilating the contemporury questions 
of Marxist-Leninist theory, in studying party decisions and introducing thea: 
into army life. At the center of the ideological work is the struggle to 
turn knowleige into convictions and convictions into the conduct of the 
servicemen. 


The experience of the pacesetting units has shown that the basis for good 
wuccesses in military and political training, in maintaining high combat 
readiness and in strengthening discipline is constant and steady work in the 
area of the spiritual development of the men and the raising of their social 
activeness. 


In what directions must work be done for the integrated spiritual develop- 
ment of the soldiers as the basis for their social aectiveness? 


In the first place, the activities of the commanders, the political bodies, 
the party and Komsomol organizations must be improved in developing ideolo- 
gically convinced soldiers and turning communist convictions into the stand- 
ards of conduct and action. 


The basis of the ideological conviction of a soldier is his scientific, 
Marsist-Leninist ideology, and his unshakable belief in the correctness of 
our revolutionary theory and in the rectitude of party policy. 


In the struggle for the ideological development of the men, it is essential 
Lo increase the fruitfulness of ideological work carried out by the command- 
ers, political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations in the area of 
studying the ideological heritage of the founders of Marxism-Leninism. The 
works of Marx, Engels and Lenin provide unsurpassable examples of the dia- 
lectical materialistic solution to the most complicated questions which 

are of lasting significance for understanding the contemporary problems of 
social development. It is essential to study the historical experience of 
the CPSU and the BCP, the works of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and of Comrade 

T. Zhivkov which reflect the essence of creative thought in our parties, and 
Marxist-Leninist theory applied to the construction and armed defense of 
socialism and communism. 


One of the most dependable ways for turning knowledge into profound internal 
convictions and convictions into unsverving rules of conduct is the ever 
closer linking of ideological work with the requirements for the development 
of our society and with the life and tasks of the army and the individual 
troop collectives. 


Secondly, there must be a decisive improvement in the work of the commanders, 
the political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations in developing and 
enriching the spiritual world of the soldiers. They must study and become 
familiar with the men, their mood, experiences, feelings, and their moral 
and volitional qualities. 
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for this purpose it is essential to sore videly apply a comprehensive ap- 
proach in ideological indoctrination, and to bear in mind ‘he particular 
feateuren of the various caterorics of cervicemen, their ag, expericnce and 
spiritual qualities. 


It is essential to have a good understanding by everyone that the spiritual 
development of the suldier is the most isportant condition for an effective, 
vital position for high social activeness in the struggle to raise the combat 
readiness of the troops to ea higher level. 


é. The Work of the Commanders, Political Bodies, Party and Komsomol Organ- 
izations in Raising the Professional Training of the Commenders and 
Soldiers 





High social activeness in the army can be achieved only when the spiritual 
development of the troops is most closely and inseparably linked with high 
military professional training. Military professional training is a very 
important condition which determines how the soldier and the collective as 

a whole will carry out their duty. If this is mot on the necessary level, 
no matter how ideologically convinced the soldiers and commanders are or 

no matter what spiritual attitude they have, they cannot fully realize their 
socia’. activeness and successfully carry out their tasks both in peacetime 
and ‘n combat. 


This is why an important area in raising the social activeness of the sol- 
diers is work done by the commanders, political bodies and party organiza- 
tions to continuously raise and improve their professional training. Present- 
day qualitative changes in military affairs require high training from the 
soldiers and commanders. Here they must possess not only «a great deal of 
knowledge, abilities and skills, but also the ability to employ them for 
raising the ‘ombat readiness of the units. Only under this condition can 
professional training have an effective essence and provide a beneficial 
influence om the all-round social manifestation of the military personality. 


Professional training is acquired chiefly in training activities. 


There is no broader field of training activity where the commanders, the 
political bodies, the staffs, and the party and Komsomol organizations can 
thoroughly show themselves as organizers and indoctrinators and as trained 
and indoctrinated. There is no better means of raising the professional 
activeness of the men than the well organized, led and carried out training 
activities in the army. 


After the National Party Conference, a larger portion of the commanders, 
political bodies, staffs, party and Komsomol organizations quite correctly 
based their activities on the questions related to improving the organize- 
tion, leadership and execution of training activities, to raising the spe- 
cial and procedural training of the exercise leaders, to improving the train- 
ing facilities and developing the socialist competition. This led to a sig- 
aificant rise in the military professional training of the commanders and 
soldiers of the BNA. 











In order to turn training activities into a field for the manifestation and 
development of professional activeness of the personnel, the efforts of the 
political bodies, party and Komsomol organizations should be focused on the 
following: 


In the first place, to explain the purpose, content and tasks of training 
activities in the BNA, the increased demands of the BCP Central Committee 
and the minister of national defense on the combat training and combat readi- 
ness, and the place and role of professional training in raising the social 
activeness of the military personality. 


The commanders and soldiers must develop a profound internal conviction that 
well organized and conducted training exercises in peacetime are the main 
field for the manifestation and basic measure of military professional ac- 
tivity. 


Secondly, to raise the responsibility and effectiveness of the commanders 
and staffs in organizing and leading the training activities. 


The political bodies and staff party organizations must show more concern 
for the commanders and the staffs, they must increase their effectiveness 
and responsibility, and help them in actually solving the problems. 


Thirdly, to continuously raise the special, pedagogical and procedurr. 
training of the exercise leaders and their creativity in training activities. 


The commanders, the political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations 
must work more directly with the exercise leaders, they must organize mea- 
sures to improve their theoretical and procedural training, they must 
strengthen their confidence in their own forces, they must create condi- 
tions for breadth of thought and action, and arm them with the necessary 
knowledge and develop their capacity to work with people. 


The commanders, the political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations 
must pay particular attention to the training of young officers. 


Fourthly, to conduct continuous political work for the most effective and 
conscious participation of the soldiers in daily exercises. 


The carrying out of the weekly schedule is a broad field for effective work 
by the commanders, the party and Komsomol organizations. They must thoroughly 
study and reason out the missions contained in it, and plan and carry out 
effective party and Komsomol work for implementing the tasks. 


The political work of the political bodies, the party and Komsomol leader- 
ship must be shifted into the company, the party group and the Komsomol 
circle. Here by more effective forms and means of work, the soldiers and 
the commanders are to be mobilized to take the most conscious and active 
part in the exercises related to military and political training. 











The commanders and the political bodies should systematically and thoroughly 
study the processes and phenomena in training activities, they should gen- 
eralize and disseminate the positive experience of the commanders, the 
deputy commanders for political affairs, the party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions, and they must fight against negative phenomena which arise in the 
course of the exercises. 


Fifthly, to continuously involve the soldiers in the work of improving the 
training facilities. 


Good training facilities not only create the best conditions for the prompt 
and high quality mastery of the material being taught, and they not only 
provide a savings in time and expensive materials, fuel and ammunition, 

but also bring satisfaction to the trainees and a desire and aspiration to 
master the material being taught. 


Sixthly, the socialist competition is a powerful incentive force and field 
for high social activeness of the commanders and soldiers. It is that method 
of work which continuously encourages, obliges and impels the soldiers to 

an effective and conscious carrying out of the tasks. For this reason the 
leadership, organization and execution of the competition in training ac- 
tivities must become a necessity for each commander and an inseparable trait 
in the style and method of his work. Party political work is to contribute 
to disclosing all opportunities for the assuming of high but feasible prom- 
ises. Particular attention must be paid to strengthening the competetive 
nature of the competition. Even from the first training day of the year, 
the exercises on each subject and on each training theme, according to the 
standards and tasks must be carried out on a competitive basis. 


3. The Work of the Commanders, Political Bodies, Party and Komsomol Organi- 
zations in Turning the Troop Collectives into Viable Cells of the Army 
Organism 


The fruitfulness of the entire activity of building an effective social 
personality to a great degree depends upon the state of the collective. 
K. Marx pointed out that "only a collective can cause the vital energy of 
the people.” 


The BCP has always given and does give exceptional attention to the strength- 
ening of the labor collectives. In his letter to the Komsomol Central Com- 
mittee, Comrade T. Zhivkov emphasized that not only in labor but also in 

the social relations of the labor collective does the young person develop 
as a socialist worker, strengthen his socialist attitude toward labor and 

his desire for high quality and beneficial labor. 


The importance of the troop collective is exceptionally great. In it the 
ideological, spiritual and moral relations between the soldiers and their 
vital position are founded, developed and established, the organization of 
labor activity is created, and such qualities are developed as political 
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awareness, incustriousness, military professional expertise, discipline, 
organization and so forth, and on the basis of this true military social 
behavior is built. 


The activities of the individual soldier and the activities of the collec- 
tive as a whole are in a dialectical unity. They are interrelated and re- 
ciprocally dependent. 


The personal expression o: a soldier is realized predominantly in an effec- 
tive collective. Only a strong collective can develop such spiritual quali- 
ties, feelings, convictions and character of a soldier which will be the 
driving force impelling him to specific actions and to a decisive degree 
determining the goal and content of these actions. 


This interrelationship and interdependence between the individual expression 
of the soldier and the expression of the collective as a whole must be kept 
in mind in creating the collective. 


After the national conference in Veliko Turnovo and particularly after the 
Army Conference of Party Secretaries, the work of the commanders, political 
bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations in raising the indoctrinational 
role of the troop collectives has significantly changed. The commanders, 
staffs and political bodies have improved their activities in establishing 
proper relationships between the servicemen, and ensuring a healthy, friendly 
situation in the collective. A greater role has also been assumed by ea num- 
ber of primary varty organizations as the political nucleus and prototype of 
military collectives. The ties of the party organizations with the person- 
nel have grown stronger, and at present they have a more effective influence 
on the correct development of relationships between the communists and the 
remaining servicemen. The contribution of a significant portion of the 
Komsomol organizations and groups has increased in the area of increasing 
the indoctrinational role of the troop collective. 


This means that the question of increasing the indoctrinational effect of 
the troop collective must be put in the forefront of the work of the com 
manders, the political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations. 


What is essertial to achieve this? 


In the first place, to raise the role and responsibility of the commander 
for the relations within the collective. 


In a troop collective, the commander is the chief individual. He plays 

the determining role in its development as“ action. By his high ideologi- 
cal loyalty, by his human virtues and personal example, the commander pro- 
vides a convincing influence, he instills respect, and he rallies and leads 
the personnel in carrying out the missions of combat readiness. For this 
reason it is of primary significance that the political bodies, the party 
and Komsomol organizations show vinceasing concern for developing highly 
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loyal, principlec, demanding, and respected solely-responsible commanders, 
that they improve the style of their work, raise their responsibility and 
abilities, carry out a firm and principled line and set for the collective 
clearly defined, socially useful goals. They must correctly plan and or- 
fanize their work, they must rely on the staff, the party and Komsomol or- 
ganizations, they must show complete concern for their subordinates, and 
must instill in the collective confidence, optimism and a desire for high 
effectiveness in carrying out each posed mission. 


Secondly, it is essential to show constant concern for raising the role and 
effect of the party and Komsomol organizations. The party organizations must 
be turned into the true political nucleus and the organizing and driving 
force in the collective which would effectively control its creation and de- 
velopment. 


Relations within collectives to a large degree depend upon the relations 
between the communists. For this reasor the political departments must have 
a good understanding of the situation jin each primary party organization, 
they must promptly intervene and actur.lly heip to make the relations between 
the communists within them be a mode) of principledness, of comradeship and 
mutual aid, of mutual respect, criti‘alness and self-criticalness. This is 
ene of the most important conditions in order that the party organizations 
can successfully carry out their role of the political nucleus and prototype 
of the troop collectives. 


The Komsomol organizations must systematically and purposefully work to cre- 
ate relations between the soldiers in strict accord with the requirements 
of the oath, the regulations and communist morality. 


4. To Continuously Improve Individual Political Work with the Soldiers 
and Commanders 


Individual political work is a tested vital form which Comrade T. Zhivkov 
termed the “quick of our political activity and the core of our ideological 
work.” It must never be forgotten, he emphasized, that nothing--neither a 
meeting, nor conferences, nor propaganda posters, can replace the force of 
a personal conversation, personal explanatory work or vital work with an 
individual. 


After the decision of the Secretariat of the BCP Central Committee of 

6 July 1976, in the troops there occurred a substantial improvement in the 
organization and implementation of individual political work with the sol- 
diers. In many places, this was defined as one of the important tasks in 
the activities of the commanders, the political todies and party leadership. 
A number of political departments worked out procedural guides and aids for 
individual political work. In numerous party organizations, they widely 
used reports and self-reports of the communists as a powerful means for in- 
creasing their activities in carrying out the tasks. 














But for even more successfully utilizing individual political work to in- 
crease the social activeness of the soldiers to a level of the party's 
demands, it is essential: 


In the first place, to continuously enrich and broaden the content of in- 
dividual political work. The main thing in its content must be the strug- 
gle for high combat readiness of the troops. Through individual political 
work, the ideas of the party must reach the awareness of every soldier and 
in accord with his training, official position and personal qualities, 
show him the ways for fully achieving these goals. 


"he core of individual political work for indoctrinating servicemen in 

high discipline must be the improvement of relations between the individuals 
in the collectives, the creation of confidence and respect and a feeling of 
collectivism and comradely mutual aid. 


Secondly, there must be a decisive improvement in the organization and 
leadership of the individual political work. Particularly great is the 
role of the party bureaus for setting up and correctly operating the sys- 
tem of individual political work. It is essential to more consistently 
carry out the decision of the Secretariat of the BCP Central Committee that 
individual political work be carried out with the communists and by the 
communists with the nonparty persons. This obliges the party bureaus to 
determine precisely with which communists work must be done ir:dividually 
and which are to be assigned to work with the nonparty persons. The party 
and official duty of the commanders and the political workers is not only 
to participate personaliy as a principal in this responsible activity, but 
also to promptly and ably direct and aid the party organizations and leader- 
ships in organizing and carrying it out. 


5. To Continuously Improve the Work of the Commanders, Political Bodies, 
Party and Komsomol Organizations in Studying and Satisfying the Needs 
and Desires of the Servicemen 


Fven the founders of Marxism-Leninism teach us that the basis which de- 
termines the reality of not only individuals but also the broad masses of 
the people is their demands and aspirations. Marx pointed out that a man 
does nothing which is not related to the satisfying of his needs. 


Our party is also guided by this fundamental notion. The letter of Comrade 
T,. Zhivkov to the Komsomol Central Committee states: "The breadth and 
shading of a personality depend upon the richness and diversity of its 

needs and interests, and their profundity determines the mobilization and 
activeness of the individual, a happy human fate and the progress of society 
depend upon the congruity between personal needs and interests with social 
ones, and the very realization of a person is found only in the realization 
of his basic interests and needs.” 
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The questions related to the studying and satisfying of the needs and as- 
pirations of the personn::| are not new for the commanders and political 
workers. They have alway:: Sc<i in our attention and have been solved de- 
pending upon the conditions and possibilities. These activities have been 
particularly developed after the December Plenum of the BCP Central Com- 
mittee (1972) and the llth Party Congress. In carrying out the approved 
program in the army, enormous work has been done to comprehensively satisfy 
the material and spiritual needs of the personnel. 


All of this has a strong impact on raising the social activeness of the men. 
The soldiers and commanders respond to the party's concern for improving 
living conditions in the army by higher labor and political activity and 
their training achievements are better. 


At what must the work of the commanders, political bodies, party and Komsomol 
organizations be aimed in this area? 


In the first place, it is essential to improve the work of studying the 
needs and aspirations of the personnel, and particularly to foster those 
needs and aspirations which are of importance for the training and combat 
readiness of the troops. 


It is essential to correctly combine social and personal needs and aspira- 
tions, in giving preference to the social ones. 


Secondly, conditions must be created for providing permanent satisfaction 
from military service for the personnel. 


In order for a soldier to be effective, he must see the benefit of his work 
and on every day and in every hour feel the necessity to work for ensuring 
the defense of the motherland. 


The political bodies and the party organizations must struggle to regularly 
consider the achievements and show high principledness when the work of the 
soldiers and commanders is assessed. Everyone should know that his place 

in the collective is determined by the labor invested, by his contribution 
to the won successes. Measures are to be correctly applied for commendation 
and disciplining. 


Thirdly, an important role in raising the social activeness of the person- 
nel is played by concern for satisfying their material and everyday needs, 
and for creating conditions for recovering :fter intense military labor. 


This requires that the commanders, political bodies, the party and Komsomol 
organizations wage a constant struggle to a further improvement in the every- 
day life of the servicemen. 


Fourthly, it is essential to better satisfy t)e« cultural and aesthetic needs 
of the personnel. The profound transforminy processes which are occurring 

















in the spiritual area of our society directly involve the army. There is 
& greater necessity for the further sesthetization of military service. 
This requires a greater effort to fully transform cultural and educational 
activities. 


The artistic level and the emotional impact of cultural and educational 
work must be decisively improved. It is essential to seek out and apply 
new forms of cultural and educational work which have a stronger emotional 
impact, greater beauty, and a more clearly expressed class content. Wider 
use must be made of the possibilities of the local and central cultural 
institutions and particularly the People's Army Club. 


As can be seen, the task posed by the National Party Conference in raising 
the social activeness of the personnel in its essence is exceptionally in- 
portant and complex. 


It is essential to realize that it is n~. a question of just any activeness. 
There has been activeness up to now. Rather it is a question of social ac- 
tiveness which leads to great achievements in military and political train- 
ing and ensures the successful carrying out of the complex and responsible 
missions of defending our socialist motherland. 


For this reason the questions of social activeness of military personnel 
must become the basic content in the activities of the commanders, staffs, 
political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations, and an essential 
trait of their style and method of work and leadership. 


Report on Final Session of Conference 
Sofia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 4 Oct 79 ppl, 2 


[Article by Cols Rangel Zlatkov, Avram Molkhov and Stoyan Mikov: "Armed 
with Rich Experience and Knowledge” ] 


[Text] Yesterday the conference of the G1PUNA for party-political workers 
continued its work. It was attended by Comrade Todor Bozhinov, member of 
the Politburo of the BCP Central Committee and first deputy chairman of the 
Bulgarian Council of Ministers, and Gen Arm Dobir Dzhurov, member of the 
Politburo of the BCP Central Committee and minister of national defense. 


The Bulgarian people, all our public and friends throughout the world are 
preparing in a most solemn manner to celebrate the approaching 1,300th 
anniversary of the Bulgarian state. On the occasion of this historic event, 
Comrade Todor Ribarov, the chief secretary of the National Coordinating 
Commission for "1,300 Years of Bulgaria,” gave an interesting report on the 
subject: "The Essence, Nature, Goals and Directions of Activities Relating 
to the 1,300th Anniversary of the Founding of the Bylgarian State.” The 
speaker on behalf of the commission and personally for its chairman, Lyudmila 
Zhivkova, most cordially thanked the G1PUNA for the interest shown and for 














the opportunity granted him to share certain ideas on the approaching jubilee. 
He spoke of its exceptionally great significance for the patriotic and in- 
ternational indoctrination of the workers. The work relating to the jubilee 
demands that each worker continuously raise his personal and collective 
responsibility for even more effective participation in socialist construc- 
tion, and for a personal and collective contribution to carrying out the 
party decisions. Comrade Ribarov emphasized that the jubilee is not only 

a review of the past, but is a dialectical unity of the past, present and 
future, and that it is the focus which concentrates attention on the most 
urgent contemporary and future problems. Those present were informed of the 
rich program which will be carried out during the remaining months until the 
jubilee on & natioual, local and internationel scale. 


There is no doubt that the BNA will also be in the forefront of the nation- 
wide preparations for the glorious 1,300th anniversary. 


Warmly received by those present, the floor was taken by Comrade Todor 
Bozhinov, member of the Politburo of the BCP Central Committee and first 
deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers. He spoke of the party's eco- 
nomic policy and certain new problems in improving the national economy. 
Comrade Todor Bozhinov wished the soldiers and commanders further successes 
in military and political training. 


The report by Comrade Todor Bozhinov was listened to with great attention 
and interest. 


At the afternoon session of the army conference, a report on the international 
situation was given by Todor Ganchev, deputy chief of the Propaganda and 
Agitation Department of the BCP Central Committee. He spoke of the princi- 
pled and consistent approach of the CPSU Central Committee and the Soviet 
government and of the BCP Central Committee and our government to the prob- 
lems of disarmament and detente and on the strengthening of world peace. 
Using examples and fact he pointed out the speculations and machinations 

of the imperialist and Maoist propaganda, and took up the dangerous playing 
with fire which the United States, the Chinese clique and other opponents 

of disarmament are engaged in. 


The concluding speech was given by the chief of the GIPUNA, Col Gen Kiril 
Kosev. He provided specific instructions for party political work in the 
new training year. Its effect must be sharply strengthened for more fully 
bringing the action of the subjective factor intio accord with the objective 
conditions and possibilities in the army, and for raising the combat readi- 
ness of the troops to a level of the increased party demands. 


With unflagging force it is essential to continue the work of bringing the 
organization and procedures of training activities into full accord with 

the programs and courses. The strengthening of discipline must be considered 
as a key problem in the struggle to improve the socialist organization of 
labor and for successfully carrying out the tasks of military and political 
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training ead combat readiness. The efforts of the commanders, the political 
bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations are to be focused on accelerat- 
ing the process of reorganiz-ng ideological work and carrying it out in the 
three basic areas. 


Col Gen Kosev provided specific instructions on certain questions of party 
orranizationnl work, and on the practical carrying out of the tasks sten- 
ming from the letter of Comrade Todor Zhivkov to the Komsomol Central Conm- 
mittee. He thoroughly outlined the directions and tasks of party-political 
work in line with the forthcoming celebration of the 1,300th anniversary 
of the founding of the Bulgarian state. 


On behalf of the leadership of the Ministry of National Defense and the 
GIPUNA, Col Gen Kosev expressed confidence that the commanders, the politi- 
cal bodies, the party, Komsomol and trade union leadership would be promptly 
acquainted with the tasks posed at the conference, and that more effective 
activities would be undertaken among the personnel in the struggle to fully 
carry out the decisions of the llth Party Congress to raise the combat readi- 
ness of the troops to the level of the new requirements of the BCP Central 
Committee. 


The conference of the G1PUNA for the party-political workers has ended its 
work. Over the 2 days, those present heard exceptionally interesting re- 
ports, they exchanged useful positive experience, they criticized the veak- 
nesses and shortcomings committed, and they armed themselves with scientific- 
theoretical and specific practical knowledge. There is no doubt that the 
commanders, the party-political workers and all the personnel jointly will 
carry out the rich ideas, conclusions and judgments in the units of the BNA. 


To work to unleash the social activeness of the soldiers to increase the 
combat readiness of the troops! 


10272 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


"LE SOLR* QUESTIONS PRAGUE DECISION TO GO AHEAD WITH TRIAL 
LD290959 Brussels LE SOIR in French 23 Oct 79 p 3 LD 
[Article by Pol Mathil: “Prague Clampdown 1979") 


[Text] Why in Prague, why today, why with such ostentation, why with 
such disregard for justice and for public opinion? In short, why this 
provocation, because this trial of six leading members of Charter 77 and 
the committee for the defense of unjustly persecuted people (vons) which 
opens this Monday in the Czechoslovak capital and which we announced in 
last Friday's edition is certainly a provocation? 


The world provocation is not too strong. Indeed nothing on the domestic 
plane or the international plane justifies the initiation of such a seri- 
ous wave of repression in Czechoslovakia. 


The ruling party certainly has problems. The government is alienated, 
isolated and disdained by the nation, incapable of satisfying popular 
aspirations, is supported only by the occupation troops’ bayonets. ‘he 
recent price rises swept away its last myth, namely its ability to reward 
the people's calm and obedience with relative well-being. Of course, such 
a thwarted government finds it difficult to tolerate any dissidence, not to 
mention opposition. 


However, nothing can explain the repressive course being taken with the 
trial of the “vons six." Charter 77 has always opposed subversion and 
and terrorism. It proclaimed that opposition when three gypsies tried 

to hijack a schoolbus in order to cross the border using the hostages for 
protection and when a statue of Klement Gottwald, the country's former 
Stalinist despot, was blown up. It must be stressed that nothing in 
Charter 77 activities was contrary to the constitution of communist 
Czechoslovakia. 


Therefore, only one conclusion can be drawn from this new clampdown by 
Prague. It is not as a result of subversive or violent actions but in 
order to provoke such actions that the Communist Party decided to unleash 


the “affair” and open the trial. 











Torn by deep-seated conflicts, the party is seeking a pretext to settle 
its scores through 4 trumped-up outside operation. Herein lies the pro- 
vocation. It is wot new; 11 years ago in March 1968 an identical opera- 
tion was launched in Poland. In that case it was the Jews who served as 
scapegoats. In Prague that role has been given to Charter 77 leaders. 


That sordid and despicable maneuver takes on a dangerous appearance when 
its possible international repercussions are examined. Of course, in 
this sphere too, some factors might explain the Czechoslovak authorities’ 
nervousness. Being too weak to curb dissiden e completely the Prague 
Communist Party is trying above all to thwart any attempt to give 
Charter 77's activities international scope und influence. 


There are increasing signs of dissidents in other communist countries show- 
ing solidarity with the chartists. A solemn declaration signed jointly by 
Soviet and Polish democratic militants including Prof Andrey Sakharov and 
several members of the committee for social self-defense--the main demo- 
eratic movement in Poland--was sent to Prague as a sign of solidarity with 
and support for Charter 77. 


An extraordinary demonstration has just ended in Warsaw: Several demo- 
cratic, Catholic and secular figure: took part in a hunger strike in a 
church in downtown Warsaw as a sign of solidarity with Charter 77. 


However, although directed against the dissidents, the Prague authori- 
ties’ action is also directed against the current dominant trend in 
Kremlin diplomacy. It is enough to point out that the Prague ax is 
falling at a time when the USSR is exchanging its dissidents, allowing 
its Jews to leave and is anxious about its image in the West. Even the 
GDR, which is known for its inflexibility toward dissidents, decreed an 
amnesty and allowed Rudolf Bahor and Nico Huebner, its most “valuable” 
prisoners, to leave. 


That is all happening not because Mr Brezhnev has joined the ranks of 
human rights d«fenders but because his grand strategy demands it, both 
in view of the “ifficult ratification of the SALT II agreements and to 
give some credibility to his opposition to the modernization of western 
defense and to disarm those advocating the boycott of the 1980 Moscow 


Olympic games. 


Prague's maneuver is bound to weaken Moscow's attempts. So what is happen- 
ing? Since Prague does not do anything without the Kremlin's approval 
there is only one plausible explanation: The factional struggles which 
are developing in Moscow over Mr Brezhnev's succession are having reper- 
cussions in Prague. 


The USSR has two channels of influence in Czechoslovakia: The USSR 
Embassy in Prague which passes on the political directives and the Red 
Army command at Litomerrice which passes on the Soviet general staff's 














decrees. The “impulses” from these two centers do not necessarily 
coincide. A clash took place 2 months ago when the first date for the 
trial of the “six” was fixed for 20 August to coincide with the anni- 
versary of the invasion and have a particularly powerful effect. How- 
ever, that was a few days after the Vienna summit and the provocation 
was deemed too serious and the challenger too brutal; therefore, Mr 
Brezhnev decided to have the trial postponed. 


It is now certainly difficult to say what pressure group has forced 
Czechosiovak President Gustav Husak to set the repressive machine in 
motion and take action counter to Mr Brezhnev's diplomatic line and, 
at the same time, counter to detente. Whacever the reason, Prague is 
nonetheless completely controlled by hard-liners. 


Prague certainly is. And Moscow...? 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


BRIEFS 


POLITBURO STATEMENT ON DISSIDENT TRIAL--In a communique published Friday 
the Communist Party of Belgium [PCB] Politburo states that it is dis- 
turbed at the trials and other repressive measures which, beyond the 
Charter 77 signatories, once again call into question the problem of 
freedom of opinion in Czechoslovakia. The PCB does not intend to en- 
courage any opposition to the Czechoslovak authorities but it cannot 
remain silent in face of acts which undermine the credibility of social- 
ist democracy by giving the impression that it accepts the notion of 
political crime. These practices, the communique continues, are moreover 
used by the enemies of socialism and detente in Europe to justify the 
arms race and undermine the credibility of initiativere taken by the 
socialist countries and the forces of peace in West Europe to insure 
cooperation between East and West. The goal of the struggle for peace 
and democracy in Europe is too important to be damaged by acts which 
tarnish socialism's reputation. [Text] [LD291143 Brussels LE SOIR in 
French 23 Oct 79 p 3 LD) 


cso: 3100 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


POREIGN MINISTER SETS CONDITIONS FOR IMPROVED INTRA-CERMAN RELATIONS 
West German Commentary 
Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 155, il Ot 79 p 1 


(Report form Berlin: “GDR Foreign Minister Sets Conditions for Progress in 
Intra-German Relations.” A translation of the East Berlin DEUTSCHE AUSSEN- 
POLITIK article by GDR Foreign Minister Oskar Fischer cited below follows 
this report] 


[Text] In contrast to SED boss Honecker and his most recent speech on the 
occasion of the GDR anniversary celebrations, GDR Foreign Minister Oskar 
Fischer has made progress in intra-German relations dependent on the ful- 
fillment of certain conditions, especially on the FRG’s full recognition 

of the GDR in terms of international law. In the most recent edition of the 
East Berlin journal DEUTSCHE AUSSENPOLITIK, Fischer wrote the development 
of intra-German relations at mutual advantage was possible only if the FKG 
were to abide strictly by the Basic Treaty, the standards of international 
law and the principles agreed on in the Final Act of Helsinki. The GDR was 
prepared to develop “relativous with the FRG chat reinforce the peace in 
Europe.” Advances achieved in some areas were, however, facing complicated 
unresolved problems in other issues. Solutions acceptable to both states 
and serving peace would “-nly be possible if the FRC finally repudiates the 
residues of all-German illusions and, in line with reality, respects inter- 
national law also in its relations with the GDR.” 


Fischer Reviews Foreign Policy 


East Berlin DEUTSCHE AUSSENPOLITIK in German Vol 24 No 10, Oct 79 signed to 
press 28 Aug 79 pp 5-14 


{Article by Minister of Foreign Affairs Oskar Fischer, member, SED Central 
Committee: Thirty Years of Socialist German Foreign Policy") 


[Text] The 30th anniversary of the founding of the GDR was and is an occasion 
ir all domains of public life for reviewing and analyzing how much of the 

ac .ls established were realized with the founding of our state on 7 October 
1949 and which new tasks are waiting to be solved. 
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Heirs to the Manifesto 


The birth and growth of the GDR mark a turning point in the history of the 
German people. The chance coming from the victory of the Soviet Union, the 
other states of the anti-Hitler coalition and the German patriots over Hitler 
fascism was used logically to break with our fatal imperialist past. It had 
born none but aggression, despoliation and terror for other nations too. The 
German people got the chance to take the path of social progress, which had 
to be done with resolution, however, and by involving all who were willing. 


Virtually insurmountable appeared the obstacles piled up everywhere on that 
path. Despair was widespread. How--and mainly by whom--was the debris of 
fascist barbarism to be removed? Communists and proven antifascists shouldered 
the work courageously. Their example, their will to struggle, their idea, 

as formed from painful experience and understandable to all, of a better 

and more tangible tomorrow sparked new hope and the conviction that assisting 

in it was well worth it. 


Through abolishing the bases of imperialist rule, expropriating the Nazi 
and war criminals, converting the trusts and banks into public property, 
through the democratic land reform and numerous other reforms in many other 
areas--in short, by abolishing the exploitation of man by man, the “earthly 
basis"! was laid for our new domestic and foreign policy. Not only for the 
benefit of its own people did the worker and peasant state rely on the ex- 
periences of German workers class struggle and on the doctrines of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin, and not last, on the Soviet Union's rich experiences. 


Already in its struggle against reactionary ruling class policy in Prussia- 
Germany, in the Weimar Republic and in the Nazi Reich, the German workers 
class had designed its foreign policy. In proletarian internationalism and 
the striving for peace that inheres in socialism, Marx had seen the most im- 
portant principles of international workers class policy, and thus, of the 
future foreign policy of the socialist states. 


When founded, the GDR espoused the principles of the Potsdam Agreement and 
declared the friendship with the Soviet Union, the people's democratic 
states and all peace-loving peoples the basis of its foreign policy.@ 


Unshakable Alliance With the Fraternal Socialist States 


Thirty years GDR has meant friendly collaboration, growing mutual support, 
and a close fraternal alliance with the Soviet Union and the other socialist 
states. "Not to separate the nations from each other butto unite the workers 
of all nations is our task."2 That demand by Lenin determines the foreign 
policy of our state. This maxim has been valid from our first international 
action. It will continue to govern the GDR's foreign policy actions. 


Here it need not be mentioned that the alliance with the Soviet Union was 
and remains vitally necessary for the GDR. Our western outpost of the 
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socialist camp in Europe was and is the target of perfidious and stiff- 

necked attacks from reactionary forces of all shades that refuse to recon- 

cile themselves to this day to a socialist German state. The friendship 

with the Soviet Union, however, is something entirely different. It is by 

no means merely an emergency affiliation for purposes of defense. "The 
position on the Soviet Union," as Ernst Thaelmann formulated it as long 

ago as in 1926, “also decides the question which camp one belongs to altogether 
and where one belongs in terms of German politics, the camp of ti:c revolution 
or that of the counterrevolution."4 It is a “matter of principle, of class 
standpoint, the crucial criterion for every revolutionary and internationalist,” 
a matter of the heart.? Therein lies the pledge to our indestructible fra- 
ternal alliance that unites our parties, states and nations. 





Not only was the Soviet Union the first state to have recognized the young 
GDR and at once assumed diplomatic relations with it. The Soviet Union 

also gave us inestimable aid in foreign policy as well as everywhere else. 

lt has always acted unselfishly on behalf of our worker and peasant state. 
Its representative have engaged in innumerable diplomatic battles to help 

the GDR gain her right, and finally worldwide recognition, after iong being 
ignored by imperialism and thwarted in international affairs. Unselfishly 

it made available its rich experiences in foreign policy and diplomatic 
struggle, and so did the other socialist countries. Therefore, GDR successes 
also always were and are successes of the Soviet Union and of the allied 
fraternal states and, finally, successes of the international and progressive 
movement. 





Today, GDR-USSR relations have reached a scope and variety likely to be un- 
precedented in the history of international relations. Coordination proceeds 
continually on all levels. Special importance here attaches to the regular 
meetings between SED Central Committee General Secretary and CDR State Council 
Chairman Comrade Erich Honecker and CPSU Central Committee General Secretary 
and USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium Chairman Comrade Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev. 
Crucial impulses for the direction and speed of GDR-USSR collaboration are 
generated by those meetings. At this year's Crimean meeting they determined 
that both nations owed numerous achievements in socialist and communist con- 
struction to that collaboration.© The approaching agreement on the production 
specialization and cooperation program up to 1990 will be another important 
step on their joint course. 


The treaty with Poland marking the Oder/Neisse border and the joint GDR-CSSR 
declaration of 1950 on the friendly cooperation of both peoples and states 
formed vital foundations for the forming of friendly relations between the 
GDR and its eastern neighbor states. They started a development which has 
completely transformed the relationship between our peoples in three decades. 
An unshakable fraternal alliance was forged. 


Most recently the cooperation with the socialist states entered a qualitatively 
new stage. The 7 October 1975 GDR-USSR friendship, cooperation and mutual 
assistance treaty charts our road into the far distant future, as also do the 
treaties with the other fraternal states. Those documents reflect the intent 














to shape the developed socialist society jointly and further mark the contours 
of rapprochement. They are aimed at mobilizing the potentials needed for the 
solution of the great tasks in future decades. That is also served by the 
various bodies in bilateral and multilateral conferences of the fraternal 
countries. Today they entail all essential areas of public life and facili- 
tate an ever better use of the advantages of socialism in the interest of the 
nations and for strengthening its international reputation. 


Sheer boundless are the projects on which the socialist states are working in 
common. Circa 500 long-term igreements exist at present on the production 
specialization and cooperation between the GDR and the other CEMA member states 
alone. The GDR is participating in the long-term target programs passed by 
CEMA in 1978 and 1979. Their implementation will significantly help strengthen 
the material foundations of socialism. They are, however, also another step 
toward the gradual rapprochement among the socialist states and nations. 

The further development of relations with the Soviet Union and the other 
countries in the socialist community remains an unchangeable factor of GDR 
foreign policy. 


State of Peace and International Security 


With the conclusion of the Warsaw Pact on friendship, cooperation and 

mutual assistance, on 14 May 1955, the socialist member states brought to 
realization Lenin's important lesson that the nations on the path of socialism 
“absolutely need a close military and economic alliance because otherwise the 
capitalist: will overwhelm and strangle us one by one."/ 


By forming the Warsaw Pact organization a political (and military) center 
was established in which the basic issues in the collaboration among the 
member states in all areas are discussed and decide’. Setting up the 
Warsaw Pact simultaneously signified a step of special importance for peace 
and security, above all in Europe. 


For 30 years it has been part of the irrevocable principle of our state's 
foreign policy to struggle for “dealing a decisive rebuff to the aggressive 
imperialist circles, protecting mankind from another world war, and making 
peace permanent.” 


It is in this sense that the GDR, in conformity with the Ninth SED Congress 
resolutions, is making its specific contribution in the struggle for ending 
the arms race, for disarmament and for deepening the detente process. It 
proceeded and proceeds from the proposition that world peace is a basic con- 
dition for the successful construction of socialist and communist society, 
and that its preservation is of vital consequence to humanity. 


A socialist state in Central Europe, amidst the field of tension as between 

war and peace, the GDR has always been aware and is aware of its special respon- 
sibility for safeguarding peace in Europe. It is taking an active part in 
forever banishing from practical international relations the millenia-old 








cycle of permanent wars. In 5,500 years there have been 14,000 large and 
smaller wars, one year of peace for every 16 years of war, 3,5 billion dead-- 
a gruesome balance sheet on social exploitation relations. Socialism is 

that society to which war is alien in essence. On its influence it will 
depend how successfully we can banish, in alliance with all peace-loving 
states and forces, the danger inbuilt in imperialism, of another world war. 


To the extent that other states could join, the GDR has joint all inter- 
national treaties and conventions on disarmament and arms limitation. At 

UN General Assembly sessions, at the UN special session on disarmament 
matters, as a member of the conference of the Geneva disarmament commission, 
as a state directly participating in the Vienna negotiations on the reduction 
of armed forces and armaments in Central Europe and in many other conferences 
and on international bodies, it has always added its weight to promoting the 
socialist states’ disarmament program. As an initiator or coauthor of resolu- 
tions or treaty propositions, and in the exercise of voting functions, it 
constructively helps make peace more secure. It looks at SALT II, as con- 
cluded between the Soviet Union and the United States, "as real progress 
toward supplementing and pepmetea political detente by actions taken on 

arms limitation and disarmament."+° 


What could be more obvious than that the GDR, as a European state, is es- 
pecially interested in peaceful developments on the continent? As Warsaw 
Pact member state it belongs among the initiators of CSCE. It has done a 
great deal--as everyone knows--for bringing the all-European conference to 
a successful conclusion. The principles agreed on in the Final Act are an 
integral element of the conception for shaping the relations with the non- 
socialist states. 


In the brief historic period of 4 years, the agreements made at the Helsinki 
Conference have stood up well in spite of intensifying attacks from anti- 
detente forces. What is important now is to use this reasonable program in 
years to come as a platform for consolidating peace, striking down attacks 
irom the enemies of detente, and developing mutually advantageous cooperation. 


Indispensable for it are advances in mitigating military confrontation in 
Europe. That is a high-priority task on the agenda of European politics. 

The Warsaw Pact member states, with their 23 November 1978 Moscow Declaration 
anc with the Budapest Conference of the committee of the foreign affairs 
ministers, in May this year, have submitted very constructive proposals for 
it, acceptable to all European states, the United States and Canada. Would 
not all forces interested in peace and security profit from a treaty in which 
the states that participated in CSCE commit themselves not to be the first 

to use against one another either nuclear or conventional weapons? Would 
the strict application of the trust-promoting measures agreed on in Helsinki 
and their qualitative and geographic extension not help increase the degree 
of trust among the states and reduce the risk of uncontrolled reactions? 
Could the conference of the European states, the United States and Canad:, 
which was proposed in Budapest, on questions of military detente, not be an 
effective contribution to lending a more stable foundation, because it 

would be more secure, to peaceful collaboration in Europe? 
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Peace was the first word to come from the GDR when founded. And more than 

a word it was. Peace, the peoples’ friendship, struggle for European security 
and cooperation, turning away from and eventually eliminating the risk of 
another destructive war sprang from, and deeply conform with, its very nature. /1 
In this sense the GDR will not be amiss in the future either in helping solve 
the still towering tasks that still distance the nations of the world from a 
time of permanent peace. It is aware of the responsibility already formulated 
by Marx for the workers class in his “Appeal to the National Labor Union of 
the United States," it should act, together with its allies, as an indepen- 
dent force, “aware of its own responsibility and in the position to command 
peace while those who pretend to be its overlords are clamoring for war."12 

To command peace--we communists are convinced that real preconditions for 

it exist. 


Active Solidarity 


The position of the workers class on the claim to national self-determination 
and on the anticolonial liberation struggle finds expression in Friedrich 
Engels' statement: "A people suppressing others cannot emancipate itself."13 
Having become free itself, the GDR in the 30 years of its existence has 

stood by the side of those struggling for national independence and freedom, 
and against imperialism, suppression and war. As long ago as on 2 February 
1959, in a statement on the matter of foreign legionnaires in Vietnam, it 
emphasized that it saw “in all suppressed peoples (its) natural allies in 

the struggle for national freedom and for peace."14 


In various ways it has aided the progressive and revolutionary forces all 

over the world. Solidarity with the peoples of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, 
Cuba, Chile and Nicaragua, Angola, Mozambique and Ethiopia, Algeria, Afghanistan 
and the Arab people of Palestine, Zimbabwe and Namibia--to mention but a few-- 
is deeply rooted in our people. This is an essential basis for the close 

state relations connecting the GDR today with most nationally liberated states. 


The Ninth SED Congress charged our foreign policy with the task to support 

the struggle of the liberated countries and the countries struggling for their 
liberation, aiming to solve the political, economic and social problems they 
were facing, by the extension and consolidation of political and economic 
relations. In this sense the GDR is developing diverse political, economic, 
scientific-technical and cultural relations to the extent that it is in 

mutual interest and is possible. 


A high point in the history of the collaboration with those states were the 
visits by SED Central Committee General Secretary and State Council Chairman 
Comrade Erich Honecker in India, Libya, Angola, Zambia and Mozambique. The 
documents jointly signed with those states express our peoples’ and states’ 
intention to initiate a new stage in their friendly collaboration. The 
friendship and cooperation treaties signed with Angola and Mozambique are 
the first GDR treaties of that sort outside the socialist community. They 
are of a historic importance because they reflect our consistent endeavor 

to help extend the anti-imperialist alliance between socialism and the 
nationally liberated states. 











GDR history also is the history of internationalist solidarity. Our 

people has impressively expressed its trust in the strength of solidarity 

by the words “Solidarity Helps Win!" That has been the experience of the 
GDR, the experience of all fighters for peace and national and social libera- 
tion. Solidarity is not a matter of tactics, it is a matter of principle. 
As long as the power of :onopoly capital, racism and apartheid enslaves the 
peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America and the legitimate representatives 
of those peoples are still deprived of their legal power, the GDR and the 
other states in the socialist community will stand solidly by the side of those 
peoples struggling for their national liberation and social progress. Those 
peoples’ close collaboration with the socialist states gives them strength 
and protection in resisting the imperialist attacks on them and solving 

the great problems they are facing. 


Peaceful Coexistence and Mutually Advantageous Collaboration 


The GDR's foreign policy program from the very beginning included focusing 

on the establishing of normal relations with the capitalist states. It “is 
willing to establish friendly and peaceful relations with all states," Prime 
Minister Otto Grotewohl announced as early as on 12 October 1949 in his 

program speech. 15 Two and a half decades it took, as is well known, for 

the vast majority of the governments of nonsocialist states to give up their 
resistance to assuming diplomatic relations. Then the Ninth SED Congress 

made the observation that success had been achieved in breaking the imperialist 
diplomatic blockade of the GDR and in vesting the outcome of World War II 

and of postwar development in international law. 


The time since diplomatic relations were established between the GDR and 

most capitalist states has shown that many possibilities exist for developing 
mutually advantageous collaboration. Such collaboration benefits all peoples 
and strengthens peace. That is attested to by the numerous visits and 
meetings of high and the highest representatives of government and public 
life in the GDR and the capitalist states as well as by the more than 100 
treaties and accords the GDR has concluded since 1 August 1975 with non- 
socialist participating states of CSCE. 


The GDR wants to see the Helsinki Final Act in action as a code for inter- 

state relations. It advocates the extension of political relations on all 
levels and regards the various contacts at present of members of its party 

and government leadership with personalities in capitalist states as a 

necessary component, promoting understanding and confidence, of international 
relations. Peaceful coexistence is the only possible form of existence between 
states with differing social orders in our time. To that the GDR has been 
pledged in the past, and that will remain so for the future. For that reason 

it tenaciously advocates surmounting still existing obstacles to these relations. 
To that end it is necessary rigorously to frustrate any attempts by anti- 
detente forces at reintroducing the Cold War to interat«*- relations. Precisely 
beause the detente policy, initiated by the socialist .. 3 and supported 

by all peace-willing forces, creates more favorable prerequisites than ever 

for safeguarding peace, the enemies of detente are doing what they can for 
developing their aggressive potential in an unprecedented manner. That 

burdens the international climate and calls for steady vigilance. 
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The principles of peaceful coexistence also form the basi» ior GDR-FRC rela- 
tions. The Treaty on the Basis of Relations between the two states, signed 
in 1972, marks the beginning of a normalization of their relationship. This 
development for mutual advantage, however, will be possible in the future 
only if the FRG abides by this treaty, the norms of international law and 
the principles agreed on in the Final Act of Helsinki. The GDR is prepared 
to develop relations with the FRG that reinforce the peace in Europe. Advances 
achieved in some areas are facing complicated unresolved problems in other 
issues. Solutions acceptable to both states and serving peace are only pos- 
sible if the FRG finally repudiates the residues of all-German solutions and, 
in line wich reality, respects international law also in its relations with 
the CDR. 


By way of summary it may be said: As a flourishing socialist worker and 
peasant state, the GDR has found international recognition and appreciation. 
Its policy of peace and friendship with a]1 nations has found great respect. 
Under SED leadership, great successes have been achieved internationaliy. 
Everything was done in the GDR to keep closed forever the dark chapters of 
imperialist German foreign policy. The nations on all continents recognize 
that in our state German foreign policy for the first time is not identical 
with threats and conquest but seeks friendship and collaboration. 


It is both a great task and an obligation to prove worthy to this trust. 
The GDR is taking it seriously. It is using its diplomatic relations, its 
membership in the United Nations and many other international governmental 
and nongovernmental organizations, and its participation in international 
conferences and meetings of all kinds being held almost daily to contribute 
to the preservation of peace. 


When the unforgotten first president of the GDR, Wilhelm Pieck, was voted 

into office 30 years ago, he stated: "We are now at the turning point of 
German history. Thanks to the indefatigable efforts of the best forces in 

the German people and to the great assistance given us by the Soviet govern- 
ment, we are taking the first steps in independent government. Let us all 

see to it, through responsible, loyal and friendly collaboration, that we 

are up to the magnitude of the historic tasks and that we can face the judgment 
of history in the future."16 


In this we have succeeded, thanks to the great achievements of our working 
people and the unselfish aid and support by the Soviet Union and the other 
fraternal states. What has been achieved can be called historic--as SED 
Central Committee General Secretary and GDR *. ste Council Chairman Comrade 
Erich Honecker has stated--because it is of benefit to the people in our 
country and simultaneously is a contribution to the international cause of 
peace and socialism.!7 The all-round strengthening of our worker and peasant 
state will continue to be the most important prerequisite for the successful 
implementation of the humanistic goals in our foreign policy. Together with 
the fraternal states and all other peace-loving forces, the GDR, initiative- 
rich and purposefully, will advocate the realization of the constructive 
peace program, arms limitation, disarmament and detente, as proposed by the 




















Warsaw Pact states to the nations and governments in all states. Every day 
again it joins the ranks of those who are struggling to keep the second half 
of our century an era of permanent and stable peace in Europe. 


l. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


FOREIGN POLICY SURVEY FOCUSES ON COOPERATION WITH FRG 
West German Commentary 
Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 146, 25 Sep 79 pp 2-3 


[Report from Berlin: “East Berlin Confirms Interest in Cooperation with Bonn-- 
"Full Implementation of Peaceful Coexistence Necessary.'" A Translation of 

the East Berlin IPW-BERICHTE article by Stefan Doernberg cited below follows 
this report] 


[Text] The GDR has again confirmed its interest in cooperating with the FRC. 
The East Berlin Institute for International Politics and Economics (IPW), 
which is closely affiliated with the GDR Government, emphasized in an analysis 
that the GDR continued to advocate “consistently and without any reservations 
an unbiased cooperation of mutual advantage with the FRC." "Not a little” 
had been achieved in this respect in recent years. Even so, "the full im 
plementation of peaceful coexistence vis-a-vis the FRG remained a necessary 
‘asic concern of GDR foreign policy." "FRG monopoly capital” had a hard time 
reconciling itself to having defi.jitely lost its positions on GDR territory 
and to the socialist German state's being an “irrevocable reality." There 
followed from the “restorative and counterrevolutionary attitude of influen- 
tial monopoly capitalist circles anc their political agencies expansionist 
conceptions directed against the GDR deteriorating time and time again into 
a retrograde course and considerable and, at times, serious burdens on inter- 
national relations." Those “practices” attacked the foundations of the 
whole structure of European and international detente. The GDR's reiterated 
positions of principle, on the other hand, were that the irrevocable social 
contrast between the socialist GDR and the “capitalist FRG" needed to be no 
obstacle to the development and extension of their relations based on the 
principles of peaceful coexistence and the norms of international law." 
(IPW-BERICHTE 9/79) 
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International Policy Institute Study 
East Berlin IPW-BERICHTE in Cerman Vol 8 No 9, Sep 79 pp 1-9, 31 


|Article by Stefan Doernberg, director, Institute for hternational Relations, 
Academy of Political Science and Jurisprudence, Potsdam-Sabeisberg: “Thirty 
Years of Anti-imperialist Peace Policy: On the Genesis of Socialist German 
Foreign Policy--Continuity of the Essence and the Goals--Growing International 
Dimension™] 


[Text] Along with other factors, it also always is the foreign policy that 
informs about the character, essence and hisivric place of a state. Irrevocably 
the CDR entered the international arena as the German peace state. With its 
birth on 7 October 1949, a new historic era also began on German soil, the 

era of constructing the socialist order, free from exploitation. Since then 

the power sphere of imperialism has been halted at a national border running 
through Central Europe along the Elbe and Werra. For once and for all the 

area on this side of the border has been wrested form it. 


It becomes especially clear from the vantage point of today that the formation 
of the socialist world system in Europe, and the founding of the CDR embedded 
in it, were crucially prerequisite to making possible the continent's basic 
turn to permanent peace and international detente. The historic importance 

of the genesis of the first German worker and peasant state becomes clear. 

not last, through its consistent anti-imperialist foreign policy imbued with 
the ideas of proletarian internationalism, and from the GDR's contribution 

to insuring European and international security. 


In unbreakable alliance with the first socialist state in the world--the 

Soviet Union--and firmly anchored within the fraternal alliance of the socialist 
states, the GDR actively participates in moving the peace policy, as based on 
the Leninist principles, ahead with success. The maxim of socialist German 
foreign policy is clearly and unequivocally vested in the GDR Constitution, 
which says, in its Article 6: “Pledged to the interests of the people and 

its international obligations, the GDR has on its territory eradicated German 
militarism and nazism. It engages in a foreign poco that serves socialism 
and peace, international understanding and security.” 


The GDR foreign policy is governed by the interests of the working people. 

It contributes in its own way to the fulfillment of the GDR people's basic 
concern, the shaping of the developed socialist society, which also provides 
most important prerequisites for the gradual transition to communism. Thus, 

at an ever higher level the meaning of sccialism is brought to realization, 
which the SED Program formulated by these impressive words: “to do everything 
for the good of the people, the interests of the workers class, the cooperative 
farmers, the intelligentsia and the other working people.” 


The Ninth SED Congress documents give special emphasis to the unity between 
socialism and peace. Socialism is the main force of peace. It has always 











worked for the consolidation of peace because any designs aiming at expansion 
and aggression are alien to its class instinct and peace is the basic condi- 
tion for the construction of socialist and communist society. Today, in view 
of the developments that have taken place, because of the scientific-technical 
revolution, also in the field of military affairs, the safeguarding of world 
reace has become a question of survival for all mankind. And it is the social- 
ist suciety which keeps meeting its durability test before history as the chief 
peace-securing force. 


The all-round strengthening of socialism and the fraternal alliance of the 
socialist states is and remains the crucial prerequisite for preventing the 
aggressive imperialist circles from unleashing worldwide adventures. At the 
same time it is the condition for an undisturbed flourishing of the developed 
socialist society in the GDR. For that reason, the SED Program states: “In 
the SED's foriegn policy objectives the priority goes to the all-round consoli- 
dation of the socialist community of states, closely rallied around the Soviet 
Union."” Peace and social progress belong together, as much as the social 
security in socialism and the socialist foreign poiicy oriented to peace and 
international security. This basic criterion of our time is something E. 
Honecker referred to emphatically at the Ninth SED Congress: “The most 

stable pillar that bears the peace of the world is the strength of the 
socialist community of states because the strength and might of socialism 
serve the peace in the world. In turn, peace allows socialism to unfold its 
advantages fully. That conforms with our first foreign policy principle of 
insuring the most favorable international conditions for socialist and conm- 
munist construction. While serving our socialist state and the entire socialist 
community, it also benefits the security of the people in other countries.“ 


Implementation of Internationalist Traditions 


GDR foreign policy has gone through several phases of development which con- 
form to the general periods in GDR history ani, with it, reflect the changes 

in international relations. It deliberately picked up the progressive tra- 
ditions of German history and extended them at a higher plane. Under the 

new conditions of existence as a socialist state, anchored within the socialist 
community, it from the very start focused on fulfilling the legacy of the 
struggle by the best represent’ *ives of the German workers class and other 
fighters for peace aad social progress. 


The line of tradition basic to the conceptual approach, the internationalist 
character and all the work of solidarity and community with the nations in 
GDR foreign policy goes back, in particular, to Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels, August Bebel and Wilhelm Liebknecht, Franz Mehring, “irl Liebknecht 
and Rosa Luxemburg, Ernst Thaelmann and Rudolf Breitscheid. 


In this line of tradition belong the struggle of the Communist League led 

by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in the 1848/1849 Revolution for a democratic 
and unified Germany committed to peace and progress, and for granting the full 
right of self-determination to all suppressed Slavic and other peoples, the 

















internationalist solidarity extended by August Bebel and Wilhela Liebknecht 
to the Paris Commune of 1871, the struggle of the revolutionary Cerman social 
democracy against the imperialist policy of the Hohenzollern monarchy in the 
early 20th century and, most particularly, the bold stand taken by Kar. 
Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg against the imperialist war and policy cf 
aggression by imperial Cermany, which went together with the unmasking of 
the rightist leaders of the SPD who had openly defected to the side of the 
war party of Prussian-German imperiaiisns. 


Aftci the Great Socialist October Revolution, solidary support for the first 
socialist state in the world became the most important foreign policy orienta- 
tion of the revolutionary German workers movement. The movement promoting a 
hands-off policy vis-a-vis the Soviet Uni-n and the struggle for the all- 
round extension of political, economic and cultural relations with the USSR 
occupied a high rank in the struggle of the German communists against in- 
perialism and war and for implementing the vital national interests of the 
German people. The KPD indefatigably struggled against the constantly in- 
creasing danger of another world war unleashed by imperialism. The most 
important elements in this struggle were the support given to the efforts 
by the Soviet Union and peace-loving forces in other European countries for 
creating a collective security system and against the assaults from the 
fascist aggressive powers as well as its solidarity with the Spanish pevple 
and other victias of the fascist policy of aggression. 


In the documents of its Brussels Conference (1935) and its Berne Conference 
(1939), the KPD also formulated its concepts for a new, antifascist Germar. 
foreign policy, which had to contain a clear rebuke to tive policy of aggres- 
sion by German imperialism and an unshakable pledge to the safeguarding of 
peace, international cooperation in equality, and underst..nding among the 
nations. In all its policy the KPD followed the principle coined by Ernst 
Thaelmann that the position taken on the first socialist state in the world 
was the crucial question for the international workers movement. “Here the 
issue is joint and must be joint! The position taken on the Seviet Union also 
settles the question to which camp one belongs in matters of German policy, 
to the camp of the revolution or that of the counterrevolut ion.” 


The German communists’ struggle in support of the Soviet Union and the other 
states and nations in the anti-Hitler coalition against fascist barbarisn 
was the logical consequence of a basic attitude marked by true patriotism 
and proletarian internetionalism. In this struggle, further important 
premises were laid fe Terman foreign policy which had to unfold once 
Hitler fascism was sm . ‘hus the GOR's peace polic is, not last, the 
best fulfillment of the lk cy of all those who were fighting for the 
victory of the peoples over tasciem and sacrificed their lives to this 
struggle on the various frontlines and sectors of antifascist resistance-- 
outlawed in Germany itself, in the woncentration camps and prisons of the 
Hitler regime, in the ranks of the Soviet Army and of the armed forces of 
other members of the anti-Hitler coalition, in partisan units, in the move- 
ment of the Free Germany National Committee and in the various countries of 
exile. 











Most important foreign policy principles and ideas, formulsited all throughout 
the spectrum of the antifascist movement, have entered into GDR foreign policy. 
The same holds true for the efforts toward rigorously implementing the Potsdam 
Agreement and its basic provisions for creating a democratic, peace-loving anc 
antifascist German state. They too are being carried on today, under the 
changed conditions, in the GDR foreign policy aimed at the stabilization of 
peace, the strengthening of socialism and the development of international 
cooperation. 


Te a special degree the foreign policy of the young republic could build in 
1949 on what had been created in the preceding years of the antifascist- 
democratic transformation in building blocks for a new German foreign policy. 
In this sense the 11 June 1945 KPD Central Committee appeal, the documents 
of the bloc of antifascist-democratic parties, the manifesto of the founding 
party congress and the SED principles and goals it adopted became important 
starting concepts for a new relationship with all nations and states, 
especially with the Soviet Union, Poland, the CSSR and other European states. 
The antifascist-democratic forces’ resolute pledge to the provisions of the 
Potsdam Agreement and their struggle for implementing them were another con- 
tribution to giving rise to a foreign policy of peace, international co- 
operation and implementing social progress. 


Of far-reaching importance were the relat‘ons of ‘ncreasing collaboration 
forming between the Soviet military administration as a specific organ of 
secialist policy and the democratic organs of self-administration on the 
various levels. Interstate relations in the proper sense they were not 
because a German state did not as yet exist. Nevertheless, those relations 
also entered what immediately preceded the GDR foreign policy. 


The Beginnings of a Socialist German Foreign Policy 


In many ways the founding of the GDR was a turning point in the history of 
Germany. It was the fulfillment of the centuries-old struggle by the pro- 
gressive forces of the German people, and especially of the legacy of the 
revolutionary German workers movement, striving for a society free from 
exploitation and bondage where the personality of the individual could un- 
fold in harmony with the interests of society and the good of the people 
would be the supreme principle of government policy. This was a matter of 
settling accounts with fascis. and with everything reactionary in the history 
of the German people, under the effects of which the German people itself, 
and no less the other Europea’. peoples, had had to suffer so much. And then 
there was this one slogan, “never again must a war emanate from German soil,” 
which came to be included in the basic program of the first socialist German 
state. In implementing this peace mission the GDR has found its basic 

policy concern since 1949. 


The focus in the first half of the 1950's was placed on developing relations 
with the socialist countries which, as early as in the fall of 1949, had 
agreed on exchanging diplomatic representatives with the GDR. Special 
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importance was attached to the first siate visits, that of the USSR foreign 
minister in Berlin late in 1949 and those of Otto Grotewohl and Walter Ulbricht 
of Warsav, Prague, Budapest, Sofia and Bucharest in 1950. In these meetings 
the GDR and the socialist states agreed on developing their relationships in 
line with the principles of equality and mutual comradely assistance. 


An importance of principle attached to the Zgorzelec treaty the premiers 

of the COR and Poland signed in 1950, by which the young antifascist German 
state confirmed the inviolability of the new Cerman-Polish border as set down 
by the Potsdam Agreement and both states committed themselves to turn tis 
into a border of peace and friendship. Equally unconditionally the GDR 
recognized the territorial integrity of the CSSR, whereby it declared as 
null and void from the outset the 1938 Munich plot that had occurred in 
violatinn of international law. 


Other high and highest level meetings, including trips by the first German 
worker president Wilhelm Pieck to the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countries, contributed to the further development and stabilization of sutual 
relations and to the consolidation of the newly forming community of socialist 
states. In 1950, the GDR became a full member of CEMA. Its trade with the 
fraternal socialist countries rapidly increased. Cultural and scientific 
collaboration had its start. 


As early as in this initial period of socialist Cerman foreign policy, the 
GDR indicated its interest in developing relations, based on equality and 
the norms of international law, with all states also interested in it. In 
these years a solidarity movement got started, which later increased in 
scope and quality, with all those nations that were engaged in struggle 
against imperialism and colonialism and for national liberation, independence 
and social progress. The GDR assisted particularily, most energetically, the 
peoples of Korea and Vietnan. 


It had beea a central concern of GDR foreign policy from the very start to 
contribute to the consolidation of peace, especialiy to insuring European 
security. This conforms with the humanistic nature of socialism which sees 
in the safeguarding of peace no temporary task but a long-term and steady 
goal covering the whole period throughout which states of differing social 
orders exist im juxtaposition. Another reason why this goal became the 
focal point of the GDR's diplomatic activities from the start was that the 
founding of the GDR in 1949 took place at a time when the Cold War, ignited 
by imperialiem, had reached its first climax and the struggle for containing 
the acute risk of war and for safeguarding peace in Europe required maximum 
efforts. And finally it was a matter of combining the safeguarding of permanent 
peace with the full implementation of the fundamental provisions of the 
Potedam Agreement in all of Germany and with the political and legal settie~- 
ment of the outcome of World War II. 


In this context, the GDR in the first half of the 1950's, when there still 
were real possibilities for fairly rapidly surmounting the split ¢: Germany 








brought about by imperialism, advocated the creation of a unified democratic 
German state ian which the principles of the Potsdam Agreement were resolutely 
implemented ana which would constitute an important peace factor in the 
center of Europe. 


In this the GDR was supported by the Soviet Union, which in 1952 submitted 

the extremely important proposal on concluding a peace treaty envisaging 

the inclusion of a democratic, peace-loving Germany in the international 
community. The GDR actively advocated the implementation of that possibility. 
The FRG, however, together with the Western powers, rejected any initiatives 
in that direction and did everything it could to deepen the split of Germany 
and turn the FRG into an advanced NATO outpost, the spearhead of aggressive 
imperialist policy against the socialist states. 


In the 1950's thus it was primarily a matter of averting an acute war danger 
and of contributing, also by foreign policy means, to changing the inter- 
national power balance in such a way that it would become impossible for 

the imperialist war faction to unleash military operations. There was 
success in delaying the remilitarization of the FRG and its joining NATO. 
The power growth of socialism proceeded at a higher speed than imperialist 
rearmament and war preparations. When the socialist states of Europe formed 
their Warsaw Pact in May 1955, an unmistakable response to the FRG's joining 
NATO, the policy of aggression by that imperialist bloc was effectively 
blocked. 


The fact that the GDR was among the signers of the Warsaw Pact and from 

the outset participated on equal terms in the new level of cooperation 

among the socialist states provided further evidence for how its international 
position had solidified. 


In Pursuit of a Peace Treaty 


fhe consolidation of the socialist community of states, to which the develop- 
ment and foreign policy of the GDR also had contributed, the successes of 
the national iiberation movement, the intensification of the general crisis 
of capitalism and, not last, the fundamental changes of the balance of power 
in the military-strategic sphere brought about such changes in the inter- 
national arena that one could now strive for peaceful coexistence as a 
permanent form through which relations between socialist and capitalist 
states could endure. The fundamental conclusions drawn by the 20th CPSU 
Congress, that because of the formation of the socialist world system and 
the greater strength of socialism war was no longer unavoidable, and that 
the safeguarding of permanent peace at the same time more than ever depended 
on the joint efforts of all peace-loving and realistic forces, had great im- 
portance for the further development of the peace policy in all socialist 
states, the GDR included. 


The crucial element of international relations, in Europe as well as on a 
global scale, is now the conflict between socialism and imperialism and, 


4g 





connected with it, between a policy aimed at the safeguarding of peace and 
international cooperation anc a course oriented to preparing for aggression, 
seeking expansion and kindling conflicts. It must remain the most important 
task of GDR foreign pelicy to strengthen the community of socialist states, 
encourage the GDR's active participation in the joint foreign and economic 
policy of the socialist states under development, and to assist actively in 
having the international power balance change further for the benefit of 
socialism and peace. 


In the second half of the 1950's, the GDR concluded many treaties and accords 
with socialist states. The most important one was the 1955 treaty on CDR- 
USSR relations. Bilateral meetings and negotiations, including meetings on 
the highest level, became standard procedure in the relations among the 
socialist states. New and important impulses and most significant initiatives 
came out of the conferences of the political advisory commission of the 

Warsaw Pact member states. The first secretaries of the central committees 

of the communist and workers parties and the prime ministers of the socialist 
countries would attend them. To the extent that the foundations of socialism 
were successfully established in it, the GDR had become an important and equal 
member of the socialist community, contributing to the forward development of 
socialism and the consolidation of its international positions. This also 
furnished it with the possibility to establish political and, mainly, economic 
relations with other states. Especially with young national states struggling 
to consolidate their national independence and against attacks from imperial- 
ism, like India, Burma and Egypt, the GDR developed a relationship of co- 
operation on equal terms and of solidarity and assistance. 


The key problem in GDR foreign policy remained che safeguarding of peace in 
Europe, the defense against the dangerously increasing attacks by imperialism 
of the FRG against the sovereignty of the socialist German state as against 
the socialist community on the whole, and the NATO provocations against the 
anti-imperialist national liberation movement. A serious stress test for 
international security came ia the unabashed actions taken for instigating 
the counterrevolution in Hungary and the aggression against Egypt in the 

fall of 1956. The GDR gave ail-round assistance to the worker and peasant 
power of allied Hungary and, in solidarity, stood by the side of Egypt during 
its just struggle in defense against the imperialist intervention on the 

Suez Canal. 


A priority task in GDR efforts was establishing the necessary prerequisites 
for a European security system. After the FRG had joint NATO in 1955, which 
cemented the split of Germany and by which the FRG and its NATO allies 
rejected the chances that had existed until then for a reunification of the 
two German states on a democratic foundation, the GDR mainly tried to prevent 
the forming of another potential hotbed of aggression as an advanced NATO 
bridgehead against the socialist community of states. An essential concern 

of GDR foreign policy thus was to make possible the signing of a peace treaty 
with the two German states to draw a final line under World War II. These 
main lines of its policy the GDR combined with the proposal to form a 











confederation of the two German states in which both, while mutually 
respecting their sovereignty and independence and in particular also their 
different social and political systems, should jointly take part in con- 
solidating European peace and promote many types of cooperation. 


Among the numerous initiatives the GDR took in that regard, in agreement 
with and the assistance by the Soviet Union and other socialist states, 
special importance attached to its active contribution to the 1959 Geneva 
foreign ministers conference. The Western powers, to be sure, continued to 
back the FRG Government's sole representation presumption, yet they could no 
longer deny the incontestable fact that a German peace settlement and, 
beyond that, a normalization of the Central European situation, would only 
be possible if both German states took part in it on equal terms. The GDR's 
participation in the Geneva foreign ministers conference thus constituted 

a de facto recognition of the GDR by the Western powers too. That was of 
far-reaching and positive significance. 


In securing the peace in Europe, however, the six power conference in Geneva 
had no visible success. The FRG ruling circles and NATO states rejected all 
relevant initiatives of the socialist states, including those of the GDR, 
and especially the concluding of a German peace treaty. They made no bones 
about their aim of wanting to extinguish the GDR as a state, incorporating 
its territory within the FRG, to gain as the next step a revision of other 
World War II results as well, restore the German Reich within its 1937 
boundaries and “roll back" socialism in Europe. Thereby they had then also 
rejected the GDR‘s generous willingness to form a confederation of the two 
German states. 


By announcing its attention to provide the Bundeswehr with nuclear arms in 
one form or another, the FRG dangerously escalated the situation in Central 
Europe. It became all the more important to defuse the function of West 
Berlin in threatening the peace and undermining the GDR, a goal reached, 

for all intents and purposes, through the joint efforts of the Soviet Union, 
the GDR and other socialist states, to a most visible extent by the measures 
of 13 August 1961. A World War III, which to ignite NATO had made concrete 
plans and which constituted a real danger in the late 1950's and early 1960's, 
was thus prevented. 


Consolidating the International Positions of the GDR 


The 1960's also presented the GDR foreign policy with new conditions and 
possibilities for further development but simultaneously placed higher demands 
on it. The measures taken for protecting the sovereignty of the GDR and 

the securing of its national borders greatly strengthened the socialist German 
state and increased its weight in world politics. The international power 
balance shifted further for the benefit of socialism and at the expense of 

im, cialism. 
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The cooperation among the socialist states assumed a new quality, which 

was also helped by the GDR‘s active partnership. Along with the extension 

of bilateral relations among the socialist states there also developed new 
forms of multilateral cooperation, mainly within the CEMA framework. Among 
the states of the socialist community there developed a foreign policy correla- 
tion and coordination, and such coordination and correlation also developed 

in many areas of interstate relations, with various state and social institu- 
tions actively participating in it. As a necessary response to the uninter- 
rupted arms race of the NATO states, the Warsaw Pact states strengthened their 
defense capability, which significantly enhanced the stabilization of inter- 
national security. On the global scale as well as within the European frame- 
work there developed, irrefutably, an approximate military-strategic parity 
between the USSR and the United States, and between the Warsaw Pact and NATO. 


The altered conditions in the development of the socialist community of states 
and the role and objective requirements resulting for the GDR were reflected 
in the first friendship, cooperation and mutual assistance treaty the GDR and 
the USSR signed in 1964. That was followed in the second half of the 1960's 
by similar treaties with other European socialist states, and they all con- 
tributed to greatly strengthening and reinforcing the GDR's international 
positions. They attested to the new quality attained in the active coopera- 
tion on equal terms between the GDR and the socialist community in all areas. 


This was especially true of the extension of economic relations, both with 
regard to the GDR's participation in CEMA and in the development of its hi- 
lateral relations. Along with the traditional forms of trade, the coordina- 
tion of long-range and annual plans and the agreements on economic cooperation 
in diverse forms obtained increasing importance. The continually increasing 
economic cooperation with the Soviet Union and other socialist countries 

made possible stable supplies for the dynamically developing GDR industry 

of raw materials and fuels and the needed imports in foodstuffs and other 
consumer goods for the population, thus helping insure the sovereign develop- 
ment of the GDR. 


Furthermore it became possible for the socialist German state to expand its 
economic relations as well as other kinds of contacts with nonsocialist states. 
A respected economic partner and politically stable force, resolutely taking 

a stand on behalf of the safeguarding of peace, the development of inter- 
national cooperation on equal terms, and the surmounting and elimination of 
any residues of colonialism, the GDR gained increasing international authority. 
In the second haif of the 1960's it further expanded its relations with many 
nationally liberated states, partly also by establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions on the ambassadorial level. 


The imperialist states continued to keep the GDR from taking part in the 

UN and other international organizations by supporting the FRG's sole repre- 
sentation presumption, in violation of international law as it was. In spite 
of that it became possible for the GDR, aided by its socialist alliance part- 
ners as well as by other states, still to make a constructive and progressive 
contribution to the UN system and within the international framework altogether. 
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Political contacts also increased with many capitalist countries, especially 
in Europe. More and more states came to realize that the Hallstein Doctrine 
was a burden to international politics contradicting their own interests and 
therefore had to disappear as fast as possible. NATO discipline still had 

an effect, however, all the more so because behind it lay the open economic 
pressure of the FRG’s finance capital. Regardless of that, however, under- 
neath the threshold of official diplomatic recognition, many governments in 
Western, Northern and Southern Europe sought to develop relations with the 
socialist German state. The GDR, in turn, sought to explain properly to 
other states its constructive position on all basic issues of world politics 
and how it served the reduction of the Cold War and the implementation of 
international cooperation on equal terms. It unequivocally strove to develop 
also with the FRG a good neighborly relationship based on the principles of 
peaceful coexistence. 


More than two decades after the end of World War II the time was more than 
ripe to draw a final line and recognize the outcome of postwar development 

in binding terms of international law. That included in particular the in- 
violability of the borders and the existence of two mutually independent 
German states. The governments of the FRG under CDU chancellors, however, 
kept evading that necessity and even still escalated their revanchist course. 


To a special degree, in line with new possibilities and requirements, the 
all-European dimension became more emphasized in GDR foreign policy. The GDR 
took an active part in trying to bring about a turn from Cold War to political 
detente and especially also in the preparations for summoning CSCE. 


A New Foreign Policy Phase 


In the early 1970's the GDR‘'s foreigr policy also entered a new developmental 
phase. The needs and possibilities for a constructive foreign policy aiming 
at turning from Cold War to detente were formulated at the 24th CPSU Congress. 
In harmony with that peace program, the Eighth SED Congress in 1971 adopted 

a concept for the GDR's contribution to securing the peace in Europe that 
contained the following points: Calling a European security conference as 
soon as possible; GDR readiness for membership in the UN and its special 
organizations; GDR readiness to assume normal diplomatic relations with all 
states; assumption of normal relations, in accordance with the rules of 
international law, also with the FRG; and GDR willingness to contribute to 
the normalization of the relationship with West Berlin and thus to relaxation 
in the center of Europe. 


This peace concept has in every way stood up to its durability test in 
subsequent years. 


Basic changes resulted mainly from that the set of treaties between the 
socialist states and the FRG went into effect. Its centerpiece was the 
recognition of the inviolability of the borders existing in Europe, including 
the border between the two German states, and the recognition of the GDR's 
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national sovereignty as well as the solemn announcement by the FRC it would 
refrain from the use and threat of force in international relations. That 
meant that FRC imperialism admitted to have suffered a total! fiasco with 
previous strategic concepts it had propagated, while the NATO powers tolerated 
and supported them, and attempted to transform into dangerous practical acts. 
The FRG as well as the United States and other imperialist powers had to re- 
cognize that none but the principles of peac:‘ful coexistence could be the 
basis for the relations between states with differing social systems in our 
time and there was no reasonable alternative for detente as initiated by 

the socialist states. 


Together with the USSR and other socialist states, the GDR had a great share 
in turning CSCE in 1975 into an important success for all peace forces, with 
its Final Act offering a program pronouncement on shaping the relations 
between socialist and capitalist states, unique thus far in its dimensions 

in the history of diplomacy. For decades the ruling circles in the imperialist 
states had been attacking the principle of peaceful coexistence. For a 
quarter of a century they had been refusing to recognize the results of 

World War II. For 20 years they had been denying the existence of the GDR 
and had set up a kind of diplomatic blockade against the GD. For 10 years 
they had sought to circumvent or reverse the measures the GDR had taken in 
exercise of its sovereignty for securing its national border and thus safe- 
guarding European peace. And for 5 years they had been offhand about the 
proposal from the socialist community of states to convoke CSCE. All attempts 
at stopping the wheel of histcry from turning, or at turning it back, proved 
illusory, however. 


That was given particularly striking expression by the fact that the CDR, 
after receiving for the first time in November of 1972, subsequent to its 
admission to UNESCO, the possibility for active membership on equal terms 

in the UN system, while roughly at the same time it also took its place in 
the preparatory meetings for convening the European security conference, it 
was, within a few months only, recognized by almost all states on the earth 
that up to that time did not yet maintain diplomatic relations with the GDR. 
In 1973, both the GDR and the FRG were admitted to the United Nations. Since 
then, the GDR has taken an active part in the activities of this world organ- 
ization and in many other international bodies, for instance as a member of 
the Geneva disarmament commission and as one of the 11 direct participants 

in the Vienna negotiations on the reduction of armed forces and armaments in 
Central Europe. 


What made the phase initiated with the Eighth SED Congress the most successful 
one in GDR foreign policy, however, was that the socialist German state was 
able to strengthen further its roots in the socialist community, through 
treaties as well as through many activities in the various areas of coopera- 
tion and established many treaty relations with other states. The GDR‘s new 
set of treaties with the other states of the socialist community, initiated 
by the 1975 GDR-USSR frie iship, cooperation and mutual assistance treaty, 

did much for the continuing rapprochement among the socialist states. And 








then came many other treaties and agreements for the development of coopera- 
tion in the areas of the economy, science, education, culture, public health 
and tourism, and that on the goverm.2nt level as well as on the level of the 
ministries, enterprises, universities, social organizations, bezirks and towns. 


The rapprochement among the socialist states and nations also obtained to a 
new quality, especially, by the enormous increase in direct contacts between 
enterprise collectives and brigades, between the various organizations of 
the trade unions and youth associations and the millionfold increase of 
direct encounters between GDR citizens and the fraternal socialist countries 
and their citizens. 


To this the GDR has resolutely been contributing, proceeding from the realiza- 
tion that the growing strength of the socialist community is the most important 
prerequisite for the blossoming of each socialist nation and is the most in- 
portant contribution to stabilizing peace and supporting social progress all 
over the world. 


Worldwide Dimension 


A great boost was given to the development of relations with the nationally 
liberated states and the developing countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
The GDR signed many treaties and agreements, especially on economic cooperation 
but also for supporting the young national states in the development of educa- 
tional and university systems, of public health, and in the training of 
specialists for the development of their own industries and in other fields. 
Proceeding from a basic anti-impertalist stance, from a joint advocacy for 

a further deepening of the international process of detente and of a demo- 
cratic transformation of the political and, in particular, international 
economic relations, a vivid exchange of ideas developed between the GDR and 
many nationally liberated states about basic issues in world politics. Their 
collaboration also became evident in the United Nations and other international 
organizations. 


On all the various occasions the GDR has rigorously advocated the legitimate 
claims of the nationally liberated states and the anti-imperialist and anti- 
colonialist liberation movements of the nations, such as a just and permanent 
solution for the situation in the Middle East involving the participation of 
all states concerned and with strict regard to the claim by the Arab people 
of Palestine to national independence and self-determination, to forming its 
own sovereign state. The GDR likewise has supported with energy the national 
liberation struggle in those countries that still had to endure colonial ex- 
ploitation, mainly in Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau. After those 
peoples won their independence, which made the last big imperialist colonial 
empire collapse, the GDR gave generous aid to economic development and to 
bolstering the independence in those countries. The consistent position of 
the GDR vis-a-vis the racist and profascist regimes in South Africa, its 
selfless support for the liberation movements in Namibia and Zimbabwe anc its 
resolute condemnation of the shameful apartheid policy in the Republic of 
South Africa found worldwide recognition. 
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The worldwide dimensions in the foreign policy of socialist Cermany and its 
greater weight, increased throughout its 30 years, within the scope of the 
common and coordinated foreign policy of the socialist states were given ex- 
pression by the trips of the GDR party and government delegations headed by 
Erich Honecker in 1979. The signing of friendship treaties with 4 igola and 
Mozambique and of other agreements with those countries as well as with 
Ethiopia, the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Algeria, 
Afghanistan and other Asian and African states indicates the GDR is developing 
especially close relations with those nationally liberated states that have 
opted for a socialist orientation in their social development and share, 

in the basic issues of international policy, the views of the socialist states. 


The GDR also was able to develop its relations, at an increasing rate, with 
the capitalist industrial countries and thereby to contribute to further 
recovery in the international climate and to the safeguarding of peace. 

After CSCE, the GDR signed approximately 100 agreements and accords with 

the capitalist states taking part in that conference, in various areas in- 
cluding economic-technical collaboration, trade agreements, consular treaties, 
cooperation accords in the fields of culture, education, transport and others. 
The basis had to be the principle of peaceful coexistence, which applies, 
without exception, to developing relations with all states in the capitalist 
system, fully also to those with the FRG. Since the signing of the 1972 GDR- 
FRG Treaty on the Basis of Relations and other accords and agreements, the 
relationship between the two German states has reached a new level, in con- 
formity with international law. That implies the needed sociopolitical 
delimitation between them, based on the objective divergency between socialism 
and capitelism, as well as their striving for cooperation, on equal terms, 

for mutuzl advantage. Thus the GDR is deliberately taking into account the 
dialectics inherent in peaceful coexistence between the struggle of the 
systems and the cooperation of the states, in dedicating itself, without 
reservation, to the further development of relations with tle capitalist 
states in all relevant spheres, in its own as well as in the superimposed 
interest of world peace. 


The GDR consistently and without any reservations advocates an unbiased co- 
operation of mutual advantage with the FRG, proceeding from the proposition 
that the relations between the two sovereign German states with differing 
social orders can be developed only in harmony with the standards of inter- 
national law and on the basis of the principles of peaceful coexistence. 

Not a little has been achieved in this respect in recent years. Even so, 

the full implementation of peaceful coexistence vis-a-vis the FRC remains 

a necessary basic concern of GDR foreign policy. FRG monopoly capital has 

a hard time reconciling itself to having definitely lost its positions on 

GDR territory and to the socialist German state's being an irrevocable reality. 
From the restorative and counterrevolutionary attitude of influential monopoly 
capitalist circles and their political agencies there follow expansionist 
conceptions directed against the GDR deteriorating time and time again into 

a retrograde course and considerable and, at times, serious burdens on inter- 
national relations. Those practices attack the foundations of the whole 











structure of European and international detente. This ‘s 11 the more so 
because the neorevanchist forces in the FRC are being supr ted by authori- 
tative NATO circles interested in inciting conflicts in Central Europe. 


The CDR’s reiterated position of principle, on the other hand, is that the 
irrevocable social contrast between the socialist COR and the capitalist FRC 
need not be an obstacle to the development and extension of their relations 
based on the principles of peaceful coexistence and the norms of international 
law. 


Among the agre: ts and accords concluded recently, one that deserves to 
be singled out icularly is the government protocol signed in November 
1978 on the mar zg of the national border between the GDR and the FRC. 


Because it concerns the longest sector of the dividing lixe between the 
states of the two world systems in Europe, that border on which the NATO 
and Warsaw Pact armed forces are directly and most massively confronted, 
this accord is rightiy rated by the international public as an important 
contribution to the safeguarding of peace and the development of coopera- 
tion in Europe. 


All in all it may be said: The relations between '*°e GDR and the capitalist 
states are progressing successfully wherever the n..as and principles of 
international law are respected and where the principle for implementing 
mutual advantage prevails. This also applies, without reservation, to 
GDR-FRG relations. The GDR's willingness for it not only exists but is 
evidenced time and time again. 


Disarmament--Key Issue for Preserving Peace 


The Ninth SED Congress in its documents, particularly in the new party pro- 
gram, defined the GDR foreign policy's main trends and goals in pursuit of 
the safeguarding of peace and the strengthening of socialism. The general 
GDR foreign policy task is “to insure, together with the Soviet Union and 
the other socialist states, the most favorable international conditions for 
socialist and communist construction."® 


Keyed to the basic issues of our time, the following main foreign policy 
trends derive from that: Strengthening the unity, cohesiveness and all- 
round cooperation of the socialist states and fostering their continued 
rapprochement; solidary support for the social and national liberation move- 
ments in the world and cooperation with the nationaliy liberated states; and 
implementing the policy of peaceful coexistence in the relations with the 
capitalist states. 


Together with the fraternal countries, the GDR is increasing its efforts 
for the continued all-round consolidation of the socialist community, its 
economic foundations and political cooperation and its defens’. capability 
in service to the safeguarding of peace. It combines this with continuing 
its constructive efforts marked by new initiatives, in close collaboration 
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with the Soviet Union, for lending new substance to international relations: 
securing lasting peace, banishing war forever from the life of the peoples, 
and arriving at common solutions in the interest of all states for the many 
problems waiting to be solved today. 


At present, insuring internaticnal security demands above all for political 
detente to be supplemented by military detente. Effective measures for 
constraining and terminating the arms race is the key issuc of world politics 
today. On that further advances crucially depend in all important domains 
of international affairs: mainly for insuring peace itself and improving the 
political climate, but then also in the development of cooperation in the 
fields of the economy, science, culture, and the solution of such global 


problems as environmental protection, and providing enough food and energy 
for mankind. 


The GDR has come forth with the obligation and the demand of doing everything 
it can so that never again a war will emanate from German soil, whereby to 
make an effective and responsible contribution to insuring European security 
and world peace. It has unflinchingly pursued this course and con‘ inues 

to regard it as a strategic task, in the complete solution of which it is 
going to invest still greater efforts. 


“We are constructing the socialist social order under conditions open to 

the world,” E. Honecker declared in his final speech at the 10th SED Central 
Committee session in April 1979. "The future is not going to make a change 
in this. The GDR is located at the interstice of the two big social systems, 
the alliances of the Warsaw Pact and of NATO, amidst the field of tension 
where the decision is made over war or peace. For that reason we meet a 
great responsibility in strengthening socialism and constantly improving our 
republic's defense capability. That also serves the consolidation of the 
unity and cohesiveness of our socialist community of states and the safe- 
guarding of peace."? 


The GDR's irrevocable anchoring within the socialist community is the strongest 
pillar on which the sovereignty of the socialist German state rests. Simul tane- 
ously, this is the important premise for the GDR's constantly increasing 
international reputation throughout the last three decades. 


Thirty years of socialist German forwign policy have given the evidence that 

the GDR is irrevocably placed on the side of historic progress and is an 

important international factor in the issue between socialism and imperialisn. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


TACTICAL ROCKET TROOP EXERCISE DESCRIBED 


East Berlin AR ARMEERUNDSCHAU in German No 10, Oct 79 signed to press 
31 Jul 79 pp 58-61 


/Article by Lt Col Heiner Schuerer: “With Cosmonaut-Like Precision"/ 
‘Text/ The battery has established its tactical position under the pine 
<rees. Capt Raimund Rust and his officers are checking out the technical 
parameters of the rocket. There is still time for the members of the firing 
crew to go over their forthcoming sequence of actions in their minds, to 
analyze those actions’ rationale and consequences. And that is what they 
are going to do, because a promise is a promise... Suddenly: “Battle 
Stations!"--the battery commander's command spreads like wildfire. The 
officers and gunners hear it, pass it on, rum to their stations. The clock 
is running! 


“Hook up cables and hoses!--K2 and K3, check laying gear!"... Clipped 
instructions and commands, loudly repeated, guide the soldiers’ movements 
and actions during the next few minutes. Strong hands are loosening the 
tarpaulin’s loops and ties and pull the 100 lb protective cover backward 

off the ramp. Team leader Sgt Uwe Pollin, former concrete worker, establishes 
the work tempo. Cables and hoses, thick as a man's arm, are carried to the 
firing complex on a carrier frame and connected by practiced hands. By the 
time the command “Lift Rocket!" is given, the starting ramp has been filled 
with compressed air and rocket fuel. Now the ramp driver carefully guides 
the long four-axle vehicle under the rocket which is attached to the top 

of the lift’s cross beam. Guided by ropes held by the soldiers, the giant 
missile is lowered and settles on the beam of the ramp. It is attached quick 
as a wink; just as quickly, the gen loosen the cross bars and tiedowns. The 
crane is freed of its cargo and is removed. Transfer of the rocket has been 
accomplished. Cables and hoses are reconnected and now link the rocket with 
the starting ramp like a nerve center. 


First Lt Hane-Peter Wackernagel, the guidance control officer, checks the 
rocket's electrical systems inside the ramp's operations center. In the 
meantime, the guidance technicians have checked the optical equipment and 
are now securing it in a shock-resistant manner. As the final checks approach 














completion, the Sergeant Major lines up the battery vehicles in a sarch 
colum. “Board Vehicles!"--vehicle doors are opened suartly and slammed 
shut. Motors roar into action. By radio, the battery commander informs 
the staff: Battery Ready to Depart! He is given the order to proceed to 
launch position... 


The battery has reached the position. At the head of the column is the 
battery commander's radio-equipped CAZ, the nerve center. Capt Rust leaves 
his vehicle before it has stopped moving. He indicates to his driver and 

t« « wee who follow him the direction in which the vehicles are to proceed 
iad »@ parked under cover. By lifting his thumb, he gives a wordless command 
® he officer running ahead of the ramp. First Lt Ulrich Weidenhausen, 

‘ firing crew commander, knows immediately what that means: Prepare for 

. soch... 


“Battle Stations!" Again the clock is running for the rocket soldiers. WNiably, 
they jump from their vehicles and assume their combat stations. Instructions 
and commands follow each other against a background of engine noise. The 

men do not care about that. Each of them understands and acknowledges. 

Each knows what he has to do at any given moment. Each of their actions is 
second nature, has been practiced a hundred times. The crew works in deep 
concentration, with cosmonaut-like precision. Every one of them is erypert 

in a second function in addition to his own specialty. That is why they all 
throw an occasional glance at the gan next to them, ready to intervene in 

case he had overlooked something. 


The crane arm is already raising the rocket. The aiming gear is vertical. 
The operational telephone line--the “hot line” between the battery commander 
in the command post and the launching ramp--has been set up. Commands are 
received and decoded, angles measured and data computed, equipment activated, 
checks made. All hands are busy; everybody is driven by the desire to 
accomplish his task faultlessly, with the greatest possible exactitude, in 
the best possible time. If the guidance technicians were to make a mistake 
invilving a fraction of a degree, this could lead, in the case of a target 
only 150 km distant, to a miss by almost 3 km. If the radioman were to 
receive a single incomplete group of commands, he would have to reconfirn. 
This would waste valuable time. Woe to him who would interfere at this 
point with the battery mathematicians. They are sitting deep inside their 
special truck and compute the data necessary for the launch. The quicker they 
do this, the sooner can the rocket be angled. 


This is how one thing leads to another, and things proceed without the least 
friction. Capt Rust will shortly be able to give the command "Guidance 
Check!" Once more the rocket and guidance specialists can ascertain that 
no mistake has crept in. Then the command: “Dismount Guidance Equipment!” 
The battery commander's order is like a sigh of relief. The men can permit 
themselves to think: we have done it. The equipment is quickly dismounted 
and secured; the launching ramp's hatches are closed. “Take Cover!"--The 
soldiers rush toward their crew commander. First Lt Weidenhausen takes a 
headcount, leads the crew away from the launch position. But thu rocket 
points at the sky--ready to launch... 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


SOLIDARITY CONSIGNMENT TO NICARACGUA--Managua--Another GDR solidarity con- 
Signment fur the people of liberated Nicaragua arrived Wednesday afternoon 
[12 September 1979] in Managua by an Interflug special flight. It consists 
of medical supplies, foodstuffs, children’s clothing and school materials. 
For its return to the GDR the IlL-62 picked up a group of seriously wounded 
patriots for medical treatment. The solidarity consignment was handed over 
at Augusto Cesar Sandino Airport in Managua to Minister of Education Carlos 
Tunnerman by an FDCB delegation led by Heinz Neukrantz, member of the 
Presidium and Secretary of the FDCR Executive. Heinz Neukrantz conveyed 
greetings from all GOR trade unionists and workers and underlined the 
a.liance between the government and people of the GDR and the government 
and people of Nicaragua. Carlos Tunnerman emphasized in his words of thanks 
the GDR's active solidarity, which is contributing toward the development 
of a new health and educational’ service in Nicaragua. ([fext] [(LD170702 
East Berlin ADN International Service in German 0431 GMT 13 Sep 79 LD) 


ALD SH" MENT POR PLO ~A solidarity shipment of the GDR's FDCB executive was 
handed over to Dr Fathi ‘Arafat, president of the Palestinian Red Crescent 
in Beirut yesterday [25 September). The shipment contains bandages, medi- 
cines, medical-technical appliances, foodstuffs and clothing with an overall 
value of one million marks. [Text] [AU291810 East Berlin BERLINER ZEITUNG 
in German 26 Sep 79 p 2 AU] 


AU: ANTIRACISM CONFERENCE-- A 2-day scientif .c conference on the topic “Prob- 
lems of the Struggle to Eliminate the Last Bastions of Racism in the South of 
Africa” opened in Berlin on Thureday [20 September]. Organizers are the Hun- 
boldt University (Berlin) together with the Karl Marx University (Leipzig). 
Participating in the conference are scientists from the GDR, leading specizl- 
ists of the USSR Academy of Sciences, as well as representatives of South 
African liberation organizations. After the opening by university president 
Prof Dr. Helmut Klein, Dr Heinrich Toeplitz, president of the GDR Committee 
of the Decade to Combat Raciem and Racial Discrimination (proclaimed by the 
United Nations in 1973), greeted the some 70 South-Africa experts and stated 
that the conference's task was to make a contribution to the worldwide strug- 
gle against apartheid, colonialies, and neo-ca mialien in South Africa. 
[Text] [East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 21 Sep 79 p 2 AU) 
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RESEARCH COOPERATION WITH LIBYA--A conference on the topic “Libya-History, 
Experiences, anc Prospects of a Revolution,” was held last week at Leipzig's 
Karl Marx University. The conference was attended by GDR scientists, leading 
staff workers of state organs, as well as by a delegation of Libyan experts. 
The conference was a climax of the cooperat‘on with the Center for Libyan 
Studies founded in Tripoli in late 1978. [Tex: .Zast Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND 
in German 22-23 Sep 79 p 15 AU] 


COURSE FOR ETHIOPIAN JOURNALISTS--The GDR Association of Journalists opened 

a 3month training course for about 60 members of the Ethiopian press, radio, 
and television service on Monday [24 September] in Addis Ababa, during which 
experienced GDR journalists will teach their Ethiopian colleagues special 
skills in the development of a mass-effective and progressive information 
service. Minister of Information Girma Yilma paid tribute to the GDR's 
assistance in the training of Ethiopian journalist cadres by special courses 
in Addis Ababa and regular co .rses in the Solidarity School of the Associa- 
tion of Journalists in Berlin-Friedrichshagen. [Text] [Berlin NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND in German 25 Sep 79 p 2 AU] 


SED DELEGATION IN ADDIS ABABA--A delegation headed by Horst Brasch, SED Cen- 
tral Committee member and general secretary of the GDR League for Friendship 
Among Peoples, arrived in Addis Ababa for a friendship week on the occasion 
of the GDR's 30th anniversary. [East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 

17 Sep 79 p 5 AU) 


LIBYAN FRIENDSHIP DELEGATION--A delegation of the Friendship Society of the 
Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah and the GDR headed by its presi- 
dent Muhammad al-Hijazi, chief of the Bureau for Social Organizations of 

the General People's Congress, is currently visiting the GDR on the occasion 
of the 10th anniversary of the Libyan September revolution. An exhibition 
of popular art was opened in Leipzig on the same occasion. Prof Dr Joerg 
Vorholzer, president of the GDR-Libya Friendship Committee, and Muhammad 
al-Hijazi paid tribute to the affiliation of the two peoples in the struggle 


against imperialism and reaction. [East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 
17 Sep 79 p 2 AU} 


ALGERIAN DELEGATION DEPARTURE--At the invitation of the GDR Committee of 
Antifascist Resistance Fighters and its deputy chairman Fritz Reuter, a dele- 
gation of the Algerian National Veterans Organization (ONM), headed by its 
national secretary, Belamane Baghdadi, has been visiting the GDR. In a joint 
communique, both sides stressed the successes achieved in the struggle for 
peace, liberation of the peoples, detente and social progress and agreed to 
further consolidate their cooperation and enhance the exchange of informa- 
tion. [East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 17 Sep 79 p 2 AU] 
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BORDER FORTIFICATION REPAIRS--Coburg/Ofr--As part of repairs to its 
border fortifications in the sector of the Coburg Border Police Inspec- 
torate, the GDR has up to the end of October this year dug up and 
detonated about 15,000 old mines. This was stated today [1 November] 
by a border police spokesman. A 20 km-long wire fence has also been 
erected. The GDR border troop engineers are at present again busy 
using a new type of equipment to lay new mines in rows of four. [Text] 
[LD011430 Hamburg DPA in German 1239 GMT 1 Now 79 LD] 


DEMAND FOR NUCLEAR ENERCY DEBATE--For the first time in the GDR, there has 
been a demand for public discussion on nuclear energy. The Land synod of 
the Protestant Church in Mecklenburg has unanimously passed a resolution 
in Schwerin calling for “a public debate on the prospects for and dangers 
of the peaceful use of atomic energy also in our country." Thus far the 
GDR leadership, just as that of the other socialist countries, has pointed 
out that nuclear power plants are subject to complete control and that 
problems exist only in the West, because there profit interests prevent 
the necessary safety measures. At present there are four nuclear reactors, 
with a total capacity of 1,760 megawatts, in operation in the GDR. [Text] 
[Munich SUEDDEVTSCHE ZEITUNG in German 6 Nov 79 p 6] 
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HUNGARY 


HUNGARIAN CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS HIGHLIGHTED 
Budapest MAGYAR HIREK in Hungarian 5, 22 Sep 79 


[Article by Tibor Petho, editor-in-chief of MAGYAR NEMZET: “The State and 
the Chur~hes in Hungary”] 


(8 Sep 7% p 3] 


[Text] One of the characteristic and essential issues of our age is the 
relationship between the socialist state and the churches. The socialist 
State guarantees freedom of conscience and holds in respect the religious 
onvictions of its citizens. The conditions necessary to the functioning 
of the churches have come into existence, and the state assists in caring 
for church monuments as significant treasures of universal civilization. 


The basis of the internal cohesive strength, the solidity, of Hungarian 
society is the policy of alliance and one of the most significant outcomes 
of this, the reassuring settlement of the relationship of church and state, 
the collaboration of Marxist and religious citizens. Those Western journal- 
ists who took part in the Sixth Conference of the Patriotic People's Front 
neld in the fall of 1976 were able to witness this sui generis phenomenon. 
They could see that Janos Kadar and other leaders of the Hungarian Socialist 
jorkers' Party sat together at the presidential table with the cardinai arch- 
bishop of Esztergom, with bishops of the Catholic and other churches, and 
Leaders of the Jewish denomination and the free churches were also there in 
the room. This fact aroused understandable interest around the world among 
religious and non-religious people, and focused attention on our social 
development. Following this, great worldwide interest accompanied Janos 
Kadar’s 1977 visit with Pope Paul Vi in the Vatican. 


Mutual efforts have therefore been successful. For this very reason it i 
useful for us to examine in detail the components, antecedents, and back- 
ground of this development. 


Although the agreements between the state and churches signed in 1945 and 
1950 made it possible for a certain thaw to replace the earlier “cold war, 


" 








it. was only in the period after 195/, however, that a penetrating analysis 
of the given situation and the drawing of the necessary conclusions became 
possible. 


"The development and strengthening of our socialist society, the consistent 
policy of our goverment, made it possible for the churches to find their 
place in the Hungarian People's Republic, and it fostered this. The condi- 
tions have been created for a relationship to develop between the state and 
the various churches that is systematic, rests on bases of principle, is 
muaranteed for the long run, and is in accord with the interests of social- 
ism. Today the situation is consolidated and counter-balanced,” stated Imre 
Miklos, president of the State Office of Religious Affairs, in his article 
that the periodical VILAGOSSAG published in January, 1976. The relationship 
between church and state is developing in accord with the objective interests 
of socialist construction and in a way that is also approved by the churches; 
the principles of our church policy are being implemented in accord with the 
reguirements of social development. The most important element of this is 
that between church and state “it is necessary and possible to maintain a 
systematic relationship to implement political-social cooperation between 
Marxists and believers on several important questions concerning our whole 
society. Between the two world-views--built on conflicting bases--the corn- 
tradictions remain. The two ideological systems live alongside one another 
as partners in debate. At the same time believers also support the policy 
of constructing a developed socialist society, of implementing the great 
national program, because they, too, are participating in this work, in such 
a way that they can preserve their religious convictions unharmed. 


Through the change in international power relations and the favorable shaping 
up of the internal development of our society, agreements on various questions 
have come into ex'stence between the government of the Hungarian People's 
Republic and the Vatican. As a result of these discussions, in a detailed 
agreement in 1964, we settled the procedures for the appointment of bishops 
and other prelates and the correct interpretation of the citizen's oath of 
priests, and we assigned the Papal Hungarian Church Institute operating in 
Rome to the authority of the Bench of Hungarian Catholic Bishops; therefore, 
it is now operating in accordance with its original aim and is assisting the 
igher-level advanced training of Hungarian priests. 


In the wake of the encyclicals of John WQI1I and Paul V1, which dealt with 
peace and social issues, as well as the decrees of the Second Vatican Council, 
in the sphere of the Catholic Church realism and a readiness to settle ques- 
tions of mutual interest have been strengthened. It was, therefore, possible 
to continue the discussions. Accordingly, in 1974 additional Roman Catholic 
prelates were appointed, after which Pope Paul VI proclaimed the archdiocese 
of Esztergom canonically vacant--which up until then had been formally filled 
by Jozsef Mindsgenty, who moved abroad in 1971. The matter of the archdiocese 
of Esztergom was deemed settled when Pope Paul VI named Dr laszlo Lekai arch- 
bishop of Esztergom in February, 1976, then ordained him a cardinal at the 
May consistory. In Hungary there is either a diocesan bishop or archbishop 
at the head of every Roman Catholic diocese. 
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it development, but to expedite it. The reality, ntowever, is that we, 
believers and nor -believers, are living Logetner in a socialist socis ty. 
il of us want to be happy here, and this life, this prosperity, worthy oi 
man beings, we are striving to develop further by our own physical and 
piritual work.” 


. 


" *2 ‘ * 2 @ rn € 4 *4 > “5 t« ; 
remarks at the Sixth Congress of the Patriotic People’s Front, 
° ‘ . " " . * . w+ . . . 4 
aardinal lekai stressed the following: 4% 18 in the interests of the 
t 
ungarian Church, and also of the state, that the good relations that 


nave developed continue to deveiop favorably. Therefore it is to the 


benefit of boti ides that they keep their previous agreements. Believers 
may be certain that they may practice their religious convictions freely; 


no Warm can come to them because of this. Therefore, led by their bishops, 

may actively join together with ne-.-believers in the highly respon- 
sible work of national construction. Of course they, too, respect the 
world-view of their Marxist fellow-countrymen.” 


homers 1 and international public opinion classified as @ historical mile- 
Janos Kadar’s 19 visit to the Vatican and the speech given by Pope 

Paul Vi on the occasion of the meeting. It has been a long road that led 

ip to the present, one that has not been free of obstacies. 

t was a difficult road, on which every step demanded careful planning. 

in ‘round had to be prepared and the dismantling of barriers begun by 

| patient and persistent utilization of the methods of persuasion. 1: 

yhurch, spiritual and moral work is connected with the papal encycli- 

“al dealing with social issues and with the decrees of the Second Vatican 

inci in Hungary, however, it is connected with the political consun- 

mation of the allied popular front, the deepening of the idea of national 

nity und of substantive enrichment. We have been progressing in this 


> 


way, increasingly reducing, then eliminating, obstacles here and there. 
. 7 
(22 wp '» p 3) 


Text] The speech given by Pope Paul VI on the occasion of Janos Kadar's 
visit to the Vatican goes far beyond the appraisal of the reiations of 
socialist Hungary and the Holy See in significance. it is of general 
validity, that religious people of the countries of the five continents 
and the political leaders of those countries alike value the words of the 
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head of one of the world churches with the greatest mass influence. From 
every line of the speech there is apparent that tremendous responsibility 
with which the pope chose h’.s words, carefully weighing them in such a way 
that urbi et ordi understard exactly what he intends to say. He cautions 
that certain people will take the initiatives aiming at the improvement and 
settlement of relations with critical attention and doubt; at the same time 
there reverberates from his words the solid conviction that history will 
vindicate those who follow the path of cooperation. He emphasizes the moral 
obligation and courage o1 the search for new solutions when he speaks about 
tie fact that nor will the Church shrink back from decisions that will please 
ite during. And with all certainty he does not mean this to refer just to 
the Church. In the wake of the historical experiences of 2 millenia he is 
drawing the lesson that it is necessary to work hard in the service of man 

to promotion of his rights and efforts, for the development of a life worthy 
of man, for peace, and for the creation of a just social order. "We believe,” 
said the pope, “that the lessons up until now justify the route that has been 
traversed: we are continuing the dialogue on common problems.” 


And Janos Kadar spoke in connection with this at his press conference in Rome, 
in response to @ question by the reporter for OSSERVATORE ROMANO concerning 
the relationship of the Hungarian state and the Church. 


"Pope Paul V1 assessed today's meeting as a significant event as regards our 
relations: it concludes the process of settling the relationship of the 
Catholic Church and the Hungarian state, and this is saiutary. It is my 
personal conviction that the Hungarian state and the Hungarian People's 
Republic will exist for many, many generations, and the churches, too, will 
exist for generations. 


"We regard it as our duty and related to our interests that the relationship 
of state and church be settled. No instrument has yet been invented that 
would show who is a true believer and who is not. It is not possible to cay 
rumerically how many believers there are in Hungary. But it is certain that 
there are believing people. The sharp confrontation of state and church 
would pose for them insoluble problems of conscience. I can declare that 
there is no such problem in Hungary. 


"True, we hive worked for many years with the delegates of the Vatican to be 
able to settle the relationship of the state and the Roman Catholic Church in 
Hungary. But in our country believing people have no problems of conscience. 
We do not interfere in the free exercise of religion or in the life of the 
churches. Each according to his views, if he wishes goes to Mass or to a 
worship service on Sunday--he will not come into conflict with the state.” 


in so far as the trip of Pope John Paul Il to Poland is concerned, however, 
on his arrival he classified his visit as a pilgrimage. 


In Warsaw's Belwedere, the palace of the president of the Polish state council, 
Edward Gierek met with the head of the Catholic Church. The first secretary 
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HUNGARY 


APPLICATION OF COMMUNIST STANDARDS TO EXISTING SOCIALISM EXAMINED 


[Editorial Report] Appearing in the party theoretical monthly, Budapest 
TARSADALMI SZEMLE, Jul-Aug 79, pp 29-42, is an article by Andras Gyorgy 
Szabo, docent of Budapest Technical University, entitled "Complete and Free 
Development of Each Individual,” which deals with apparent contradictions 
between existing socialism and ideal communism. And in Budapest NEPSZABADSAG 
28 Oct 79 p 11, is a commentary on the Szabo piece of Gabor Garai, secretary 
general of the Hungarian Writers’ Association, who uses the Szabo article 

as an introduction to his own article, entitled “Literature and Social 
Awareness," which he says was delivered originally in Bucharest at the 16 
October meeting of the heads of the socialist writers’ associations. 


In his article, subtitled “Communism and the Present," Szabo says in part: 
“Nowadays one often hears that seemingly sound ‘realpolitik’ reasoning that 
the Marxist anticipation of communism is either a philosophical utopia or 
such a distant goal that it has no connection with the present, can contribute 
nothing to the solution or determination of current tasks. As early as the 
1960's certain Marxist theoreticians doubted the possibility of overcoming 
alienation, doubted [establishment of] work distribution which would put 

an end to social inequities. So-called practical people--often even party 
members--when discussing communism not infrequently comment in tones which 
smack of sarcastic irony that they are so overloaded with extremely urgent 
everyday tasks that they have no time to ponder ideal communist conditions... 


"This mode of reasoning, which originated from the need for concreteness 
posed by existing socialism, explicitly or tacitly opposes the foregoing 
to a view or analysis oriented toward long-term socialism, the achievement 
of communism. It is the intent of such believers to protect our current 
conditions from ‘being found wanting’ when measured against the standards 
of communism. However, by doing this, they support the far more serious 
charge, contrary to their intent, that the standards of communism cannot be 
used as standards for existing socialism... 


72 








"We have no way here of tracing the development of the Marxist concept of 
communism in all its complexity from the philosophical-anthropological 
concept to the precise scientific concept. We merely wished to point out 

that the dialectic of this concept does not support those who, for either 
economic or philosophical-anthropological reasons, can observe or imagine the 
progress towards communism only as separate from the conditions of commodity 
production and material incentive. It cannot be denied that commodity 
production is accompanied by the phenomena of alienation. But it is also 
undeniable that only through the aid of the dynamics of commodity production 
can we establish the wealth of material goods and human needs ard capabilities 
which will make possible the complete liquidation of alienation, ‘the complete 
and free development of each individual.’ 


"This contradiction makes only one dialectical solution possible. As noted 
previously, we must incorporate motivation for progress towards comsunisne 

into the very incentive mechanism of commodity production conditions themselves. 
There can be no doubt that in the climate of socialism this ‘operation’ can 

be carried out with proper understanding without hindering the dynamic 
development of the economy. However, there is also no denying that this 
incorporation or programming is essential, because commodity production in 

its spontaneous movement will not create progress, the ‘human richness’ of 

total communism even in the climate of socialism. 


"The deliberate setting forth and professional implementation of this task 
makes communism as an orientation point especially timely for us today." 


in reference to Szabo's study, Garai writes: 


"It appears that I am approaching my subject in a roundabout way, but I am 
certain that sooner or later you will understand me...The TARSADALME article 

by the young philosopher, Gyorgy Andras Szabo, whom I unfortunately do not 

know personally, is very interesting...I cannot discuss this virtual study in 
detail, but let a cite certain points which in my opinion are extremely 
noteworthy. He writes: ‘Accordirg to some economists only a system of 

income which reljes on spontaneous feedback to market conditions is appropriate 
for socialist commodity production; connection with the ‘future,’ distribution 
according to need, must be established outside the immanent conditions of 
commodity production." 


"Unlike the economists he mentions, Szabo believes, ‘Success can only be 
achieved if we build communism on interests in such a way that interests are 
ennobled: oriented towards communism.’ Obviously, and I am sure that the 
author of the article agrees with me on this, the building on interests and 
ennobling of interests cannot be achieved outside the realm of commodity 
production but only within it. 
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“Probably Szavo's article will give rise to debates at home and abroad, and 
specialists will argue about it, perhaps with good cause. 


“Nevertheless, 1 consider it an exceptionally noteworthy study, especially 
in the iight of the upcoming XII congress. I consider it worthy of note 
even though we are still only in the period of building socialism and will 
no doubt be in this stage for some time, but is far from irrelevant from 
what viewpoint we consider the future. 


“The author does not say so but neither does he deny...that although comsunisn 
must be based on interest within the sphere of commodity production, the role 
of the ideological superstructure, including literature, is by no means 
irrelevant...” 








HUNGARY 


MINISTER OF HEAVY INDUSTRY ON ENERGY PROBLEM, SOLUTIONS 
Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 24 Oct 79 p 6 


[interview with Pal Simon, Hungarian minister of heavy industry, by Jan 
Svec: “Collective Progress; On the Resolution of Fuel and Energy Problems 
in Hungary” | 


[Text] Dr Pal Simon, minister of heavy industry of the People's Republic 
of Hungary, recently granted an interview to our Budapest correspondent. 
The theme of the interview were the problems connected with the current 
fuel and energy situation and their resolution in the country of our 
southern neighbor. 





[Question] How is the world problem of fuel « « energy resources affect- 
ing the Hungarian national economy, in what areas are the greatest prob- 
lems appearing and how is it possible, in your view, to resolve and elini- 
nate then? 


[Answer] The so called energy crisis, i.e. the sharp explosion-increase 
of the prices of crude oil and its products in 1973-74, and the ensuing 
constant increase of prices (for instance of hydrocarbons and other energy 
raw materials) has not left Hungarian energy management untouched. Hun- 
gary has at its disposition only the most modest natural energy resources 
and therefore has for decades assured more than half of its consumption 
from imports (especially from the USSR). This has given us in recent 
years a high degree of certainty in this direction, but at the same time 
however, partly as a consequence of natural and geological conditions, a 
worsening of the extraction conditions, partly also due to an increase 

in transportation distance and as a consequence of the necessity of adjust- 
ing to the tendencies of the world market, the price level of energy raw 
materials has also increased within the socialist community, even though 
they are still today more favorable than prices on capitalist markets. 
Tendencies on world markets strongly influence the tasks of Hungarian 
energy management, in spite of the fact that such projects as a 750 kilo- 
volt transmission line, or the Soyuz gas pipeline, built within the frame- 
work of socialist economic integration, are signif.cantly moderating and 
easing for us unfavorable influences. 
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Among the leading current tasks belong a constant increase in the utiliza- 
tion of domestic energy raw materials, decreasing demand for energy, sav- 
ing it and along thie line paying special attention to lowering demands 
for the most expensive of the imported energy and other raw materials, 
especially for crude cil and its products. Both economic and adninistra- 
tive resources play a role, in all sectors of the national economy, in the 
resolution of these efforts. We attach particular importance to those 
technological solutions which, be they in new or in existing installations, 
contribute to a lessening of the consumption of energy resources or to the 
conservation of energy. 


[Question] In the People’s Republic of Hungary, how are the possibilities 
for the effective utilization of your own traditional and nontraditional 
energy and raw material resources, for the conservation of energy, etc., 
mobilized, what is the current situation in this area, what are the pros- 
pects in the next Five-Year Plan and, eventually, later on? 


|Answer}) You have already touched, in the previous question, on the manner 
of solution of one of the basic problems. it is in accordance with the 
basic principles of energy management, as these vere established at the 
last CEMA meeting, that is to utilize to as large an extent and efficientiy 
as possible domestic energy resources. In the Hungarian case, with regard 
to our modest supplies of hydrocarbons, this means seeing to the mainte- 
nance of the current extraction levels of crude oil and natural gas, by 
means of thorough geological exploration and the application of progres- 
sive secondary and additional production processes. 


On the other hand we are increasing the extraction of domestic supplies of 
coal and lignite. We have begun the construction of new mines and at the 
same time we are increasing extraction in existing coal mines. We are 
building a high capacity thermal power station in the town of Bicska for 
the utilization of domestic coal supplies. We are seeing to the increased 
utilization of coal in the communal sector and in more industrial opera- 
tions. At the same time we are preparing ourselves for many sided and 
more progressive methods for the utilization of coal. 


[Question] How is the current cooperation with socialist countries re- 
flected in this sector, where it is necessary to see additional possi- 
bilities of collective progress’ 


[Answer] It is natural that the changed conditions in the world energy 
system have increased also the significance of the cooperation of social- 
ist states in this area. Under the given conditions, the realization of 
the integrative program of the CEMA countries has received a special sig- 
nificance. The unified energy system of the CEMA member states, the col- 
lective utilization of the Sojuz gas pipeline and the Druzba crude oil 
pipeline are all projects of this cooperation (the amount of energy de- 
livered by these three projects will represent in 1980 the coverage of 
up to 40 percent of total Hungarian energy consumption). New, grandiose 
cooperation is evolving with the construction of nuclear power plants. 
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With regard to the fact that a majority of the fraternal countries is de- 
pendent on the importation of energy, there is now a general tendency to 
increase extraction and to utilize domestic resourczs. Therefore it is 
also necessary that the cooperation of our planning and management organs 
be directed on the ome hand at the adaptation of the energy operation to 
the new situation within the socialist community and also to the end that 
contacts of socialist and capitalist states be formed, in this sector, in 
the desired direction, in favor of our collective interests. Special in- 
portance attaches also to the collective acquaintance with and exchanges 
of those experiences, technological processes and apparatus, which ere a 
contribution to the conservation of energy and which insure the efficient 
development and utilization of existing energy resources and investment 
resources which are at our disposal. 


[Question] How do you evaluate the current cooperation between the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Hungary and the CSSR in the fields of energy, raw mate- 
rials, the construction of collective electric transmission iines, power 
plants (including nuclear), “wt particularly the construction which has 
already started up on the collictive Gabcikovo-Nagymaros water project on 
the Danube, as well as the current exchange of information, experience, 
etc? 


[Answer) Cooperation in the energy field between the CSSR and the People's 
Republic of Hungary already has a several decade tradition. A great part 
of the latest cooperation is related on the one hand to the development of 
the supply of electrical energy and on the other hand as well to the «x- 
change of energy raw materials. Recently, in fact, we reached an agreement 
on the maintaining of the level of our imports of coking coal and coke fros 
you for the near future. Mutual assistance in electrical energy is already 
also a traditional matter. The delivery of boiler rooms and boilers from 
the Timac Slovak Energy Factories to the Dunamenti and Tisza power plants 
(the latter thermal power plant was started up in the recent past) is a 
significant contribution from the Czechoslovak heavy machine tool industry 
to the realization of our energy program. Construction has also been com 
pleted of the Gyor-Podunajske Biskupice and God-Albertirsa 400 kilovolt 
transmission lines, which are projects of mutual cooperation and are an 
extension of the 750 kilovolt high tension electric power line. Through 
the latter power line we transmit to our Czechoslovak friends a portion 

of the electrical energy imported from the USSR and the two previously 
named power lines have been built on Hungarian territory with the partici- 
pation of the CSSR. 


As is known, Hungary is currently building its first nuclear power plant, 
in Paks. Czechoslovakia is delivering the reactor vessel for it. We are 
looking with great anticipation at this comitment of Czechoslovak indus- 
try, with the comviction that the start up on schedule and the operation 
itself of the main apparatus will confirm our traditionally good sutual 
cooperation. In connection with many sided scientific technical coopera- 
tion, | would like on this occasion to bring up a theme of may own, related 
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to nuclear technology. It is, that Hungarian specialists for nuclear 
power plants will be trained in those nuclear power plants which are al- 
ready operational in the CSSR. 

In relation to our discussion of electrical energy I likewise state with 
pleasure that work on collective investments, on the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros 
Danube hydroelectric plant, has begun and is proceeding favorably, at the 
planned tempo. An indication of our many faceted cooperation and under- 
standing of mutual needs is also the construction and operation of the 
Druzba 1 and Adria crude oil pipelines. It is also necessary to mention that 
in the spirit o: the expanding cooperation of both of our countries in 

the energy field that there already exist connections on so far a single 
pipeline, between the Slovak town of Safarikov and the Hungarian community 
of Center. With regard to the fact that experts consider it to be eco- 
nomical and useful, additional connections can be realized: between Nove 
Mesto in Slovakia and Satoraljaujhely and also between Calov and Gyor. 





Finally, I want to say a few more words about additional possibilities for 
realizing our collective efforts in the achievement of energy conservation 
and the utilization of secondary energy raw materials. It concerns the 
realization of the already advanced preparations for a collective under- 
taking in the utilization of pit heaps in the Ostrava coal region. Through 
application of the Hungarian HALDEX system it could be possible to work 
them now according to expectations and to utilize about 1 million tons per 
year. 
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POLAND 


FRG PRESS DISCUSSES CIEREK SPEECH ON ECONOMY 


DW1i20919 Cologne DEUTSCHLANDFUNK Network in German to East and West Germany 
0605 GMT 12 Now 79 W 


[Press review on speech of Polish Party Chief Gierek) 


|Text] NEUE OSNABRUECKER ZEITUNG writes: What Gierek said abcut economic 
problems and lacking effectiveness of investments was not an accusation 
against anonymous forces. He viewed the criticism of Polish miners whose 
questions he was considering as criticism of the state he represents. Seen 
that way it also could have been considered as self-criticism--an unusual 
event for Communist Party chiefs. The Polish party chief was not afraid 
to abandon the halo with which authoritarian rulers like to decorate their 
state. Tough facts are more likely to be accepted in Poland than window- 
dressing and promises regarding the future that may or may not be kept. 


SUEDKURIER of Konstanz states: Such tones so far have not been heard in 
communist countries--they are also rare in Western countries. Poland's 
Communist Party Chief Gierek who was once a miner himself in Upper Silesia, 
has not lost contacts with the people while sitting in the Warsaw Central 
Committee. He did not follow the temptation of intoxicating himself with 
ideological phrases, as some other party chiefs and politicians, forgetting 
that the people frequently are lacking most necessary means. The admission 
made to the miners that he cannot sleep because of economic problems and 
difficulties signals also something else: Knowledge of a dangerous situa- 
tion. Lines of waiting people in front of butchers shops belong to everyday 
life in socialism for years, the shortage of living space is as bad as ever, 
coal is scarce in the coal country, oil and gasoline are expensive as every~- 
where. A turn to the better is not in sight, but a party congress is in 
the offing where the dissatisfied will ask unpleasant questions and where 
the advocates of a hard line are waiting for a chance. 


FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG maintains: CGierek went rather far when 
he brought up the doubts of the people whether the leadership knew what 
was going on in the country. But his answer avoided the political side of 
it and dealt only with the economic side: Lines of people in front of 
shops, not enough apartments, power shortage. No hint toward the popular 
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idea that the rotating economic misery was created by the fact that the 
party leaders «lect themselves and avoid public criticism and that leading 
positions of the economic apparatus are filled by the party. So it was a 
curtailed talk that Gierek had with the workers. He himself decreased the 
effect it could have on the populace. At the same time when the party 
chief was speaking, the Polish police in Warsaw and Krakow arrested civil 
rights advocates. These opponents certainly do not represent the people. 
Their aims are a faraway wish for many Poles, for others they do not even 
matter. But the fact that the authorities again have arrested people who 
just had uttered their opinion in public will be a sign for the people 
indicating the dubious character of communist contacts with the people: 
Talks together with suppression. 


CSO: 3103 


19 














POLAND 


FRG PAPERS COMMENT ON DEMONSTRATIONS IN POLAND 


DW130846 Cologne DEUTSCHLANDFUNK Network in German to East and West Germany 
0605 GMT 13 Nov 79 DW 


[Press review on opposition movements in Poland] 


[Text| The LEUTKIRCH SCHWAEBISCHE ZEITUNG, which concentrates on the 
utterances by Polish Party boss Gierek, writes: The situation in the East 
European states is becoming dramatically aggravated economically ag well as 
politically. A disastrous supply situation, housing shortage, low wages 
and a rapidly declining standard of living owing to the enormous price 
hikes of the past several months have turned Eastern Europe into a powder 
keg which may well explode. There was good reason why Polish Party boss 
Edward Gierek called on the Polish people the other day to stick together 
and to double their efforts to cope with the permanent [as heard] economic 
situation which is growing worse year by year. Gierek, who in a widely 
noted speech already spoke in no uncertain terms of a crisis of confidence 
between the party leadership he is heading and the people, knows his com- 
patriots well enough to interpret the threatening handwriting on the wall. 


Essen's NEVE RUHR-ZEITUNG says on the same topic: The situation in Poland 
is more critical than in any other communist-governed country. This is 
nothing new in the East but, unfortunately, a permanent state of affairs. 
The reasons are manifold, as are the consequences. Party boss Edward Gierek 
threatens to lose the cofidence that was placed in him nearly a decade ago 
after the overthrow of Gomulka. Now he has to admit the greatest short- 
comings. In thie situation dangerous explosions may occur which need not 
necessarily be restricted to Poland. The demonstrations at week's end are 
warning signals which nobody in Europe should overlook, 


The daily DIE WELT also discusses the demonstrations of the weekend. The 
paper's editorial reads in part: The Sunday demonstration by 5,000 people 
at the memcrial of the unknow: soldier in Warsaw has once egain illustrated 
the situation of the People's Republic of Poland in a flash. The demon- 
strators came from the cathedral where the 6lst anniversary of Polish inde- 
pendence had been commemorated with a solemn service. This memorial day, 
1l November, has so far been ignored by the communists whereas the people 








obviously have not forgotten it. Even the arrest of a few dozen Polish 
civil rights advocates on the eve of the demonstration could not prevent 
the opposition from going into the streets in Warsaw. Thereby for the 
first time an opposition movement has publicly taken the form of an insti- 
tution in a communist-ruled country. Naturally this will not change any- 
thing in the political power conditions, Yet nothing will work in Poland 
anymore without these forces. The Soviets, too, can no longer dodge this 
factor, says the daily DIE WELT. 


And SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG notes: What transpired in downtown Warsaw last 
Sunday probably was already beyond that limit of tolerance within which 
the opposition had been allowed to move relatively uminhibitedly in the 
months after the papal visit because the regime cannot, and does not want 
to, admit to its socialist brothers that there is any resistance. The 
situation threatens to become dangerous to party boss Gierek because the 
increase in opposition trends and in criticism coincides with a growth of 
the economic problems. 


CSO: 3103 
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POLAND 


PSYCHOLOGISTS STUDY POLISH MANACERIAL CLASS 
Krakow ZYCIE LITERACKIE in Polish No 38, 23 Sep 79 pp i,6 


|Article by Zdzislaw Szarski, director of a psychosociological research 
center of one of the industrial associations: “First Ones After the Minis- 
ter"; a pseudonym is being used at the author's request ] 


l\Excerpts] Anyone familiar with industrial reality realizes that decisions 
there must often be made under some sort of pressure or other (time, tech- 
nology, organization), under what are cailed "forced" conditions. Hence, 
they must be made immediately, without consulting any sort of group. If 

that is the way it is, what should the director‘s jurisdiction be? Very 
great: This is why a responsible person in the position of enterprise direc- 
tor is more than half the success. This is why somebody must consider the 
matter well and “x-ray” the candidates before the appointment is made (I do 
not know why this cannot occur the way that the health service uses, that is, 
on the principles of competition...) This is why an undoubtedly well-known 
experienced psychologist once congratulated in public the facility which I 
direct, because we are involved in examining directors. A few years before, 
while he was still a practitioner, he had tried but without success. 


Typical Profiles 


What are the results of this research? A colleague selected two personality 
types of director: the so-called developmental type and the compensating 
type, adopting the typologies known up to that time. These are extreme types 
which occur rather infrequently, according to the standard distribution curve. 
The developmental type presents the model of the director who is just about 
ideal. The basic feature is the maximum coordination of all personality 
factors and a dynamic prosocial attitude. These directors are distinguished 
by a high level of intelligence and a vivid imagination, and they are able to 
evaluate people rather objectively. They work on the development of their 
personalities. They are not nervous or edgy. New, difficult situations have 
a stimulating effect on them, without creating ewsotional upsets or stress. 
They are receptive to innovations. They are able to withdraw erroneous deci- 
sions in time. 








The compensatory type of director has a personality which is in a certain 

sense distorted. These are people who are overly excitable, afraid. They 
cannot judge peuple or situations objectively. Their effectiveness is achieved 
at the cost of excessive psychophysical effort, which causes them to become 
exhausted rather quickiy. They have trouble making decisions. They are not 
receptive to changes. They manitest a host of neurotic characteristics. These 
are therefore directors (fortunately few in number) who must either change or 
stop being directors. 


Fearful about the enterprise's proper functioning, one such director went for 
several years without a vacation (and he had very good assistants). From 
training he got out of the habit after the first phone call of feeling that 
something at the plant “was not going right." He also told me without embar- 
rassment, “I have various books on management here, but I do not read then, 
because I do not have the time.” 


With the Director at a Pigsty 


As the research continued | tried to obtain so-called “self-portraits of the 
week from people in the director's office, but despite various sorts of “sup- 
port,” the undertaking failed. We theretore decided on direct observation. 

A colleague who was a “personality man" and I went to enterprises indicated 
by the industrial association, in order to “not let the director out of our 
sight" for a week. Obviously, we were interested in areas of managerial be- 
havier which we had planned ahead of time for observation. That is, features 
of temperament, personality features related to management, ways of communi- 
cating with others, decisionmaking style, organization of his own work, ways 
of assessing people and situations, and participation in sociopolitical acti- 
vity. 


Did our observations contribute anything new to what is known about directors? 
Yes and no. Some types of behavior had already been determined earlier by 
other researchers. The following mutual characteristics of the directors’ 
behavior, conditioned by the situations, were surprising, however: 

Frequent adaptation to very different, changing situations in the work, 
Constantly steering a middle course between the demands c! the supervising 
body, the demands of iocal authorities, and local limitations, most frequently 
in capabilities in the plant (personnel, execution capacity), 


Perseverance, aggressiveness, courag®, 


Antibureaucratism -- putting t&. ormal efforts which produce obvious economic 
and social benefits ahead of formal, inef ective actions, 


Demonstration of interest and rendering of assistance to individual employees 
in difficult personal situations, 


Consultational style in the solution of problems, 
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Too little delegation of authority to lower echelons; occupation with de- 
tailed problems which should be handled by managers at lower levels, 


Exaggerated involvement on behalf of the local environment with harm to the 
director's own enterprise, 


Etfective nature of management, 


Solution mainly of practical problems thrust on him; complete 2bsence during 
working hours of handling of conceptional work, the long-range operation of 


the plant (many do this at home). For my own use I call this the “knife at 
the throat” method. 


Why Don’t They Like Each Other? 


ls management ali the directors taken together, or is it a new social quality 
in the form of a group? 


The examination of the structure of mutual attraction (like, indifference, 
aversion) of the members of management was applied to the social or task situa~- 
tion which was conceived but created out of real elements. In it I used the 
sociometric technique. In both instances it turned out that directors and 
deputies usually do not want to work with one anuther and do not want to deal 
socially with one another! They spontaneously choose other higher-level 
employees outside of the enterprise management to cooperate with or deal with 
On a social basis. Does this mean then that the members of management work 
together only because they have to? Thus the selection of ,cople to this 
group where harmoneous cooperation is important seems usually to be accidental 
(it is a good thing that a person can manage to be a genius at adaptation:) 
Herce, one of the major factors which tied individuals in a group together is 
missing. 


Why do the individual directors and their deputies favor somebody else with 
their friendship? The major motives for selection in a task S#&tuation are 
the following: good familiarity with the enterpr.se and good professional 
knowledge, great professional experience; ability to anticipate and do creative 
thinking; compiiment, effectiveness, energy in acting; sense of duty and con- 
scientiousness in the work; and ability to organize work and cooperate in a 
group. On the other hand, in the social situation, besides features which we 
can easily anticipate, like friendliness, he)pfulness, and so on, the persons 
examined decidedly put a sense of humor first. “ence, since members of manage- 
ment did not choose each other in the gociomei’.. test, ‘his means that they 
did not observe the characteristics considered desirable among those peopie 
with whom they worked in closest cooperation. 


To What Does the Director Aspire? 


Is there a community of goals among the members of management? Does each 
of them know what goals are the guiding principles for the actions of the 





other? It turns out that there is minigun avareness of concrete mutual goals. 
Here there were very great differences, and the members of :sanagement showed 
poor mutual awareness of the goals of the operation. Therefore, their “group 
nature” seems doubtful. 


And what is the hierarchy of goals like for the individual enterprise direc- 
tor? Here is an example: One director puts first the improvement of the 
organization of work, and second, satisfaction of his own needs and ambitions, 
ranking the attainment of superior economic indicators third and relegating 
the production of basic goods to tenth place (sic!). Another director «laces 
goals in the following hierarchy: 1 -- improvement of the organization of work, 
2 -- attainment of superior economic indicators, 3 -- production of basic 
goods. Yet another: 1 -- satisfaction of customers’ needs, 2 -- improvement 
of the social and existential conditions of the workers, 3 -- improvement of 
eccupational safety and health conditions, 9 -- production of basic goods. 
Finally, here is one more: 1 -- the enterprise's high prestige with sector 

and ministry officials, 2 -- the same with lc « officials, 3 -- satisfaction 
of his own ambitions and needs, 6 -- production of basic products. 


The goal hierarchy adopted by the directors is open to discussion. First of 
all, we do not know for certain whether the declared hierarchy coincides 

with the reality of everyday operations. In addition, all these goals lead 

in some way to a final goal, and it may be, for example, that the organization 
of work at the present time is the most urgent, but it is after all only an 
instrumental goal in relation to goods production, which should always be the 
basic goal of the enterprise's operations, even if we would like to give maxi- 
mum expression to goals of social upbringing. Nonetheless, as our research 
showed, this basic goal is sometimes listed further down the line. Would it 
be possible here to look at one of the reasons for many of today's difficul- 
tiles which are far broader and deeper than these of the directors? 


Who Is He Really? 


What do the heads of the various departments think of their direct supervisors, 
the directors of the enterprise’? In terms of professional preparation in the 
specialty studies in college, the following ratings were assigned: very high 

~- 24.4 percent, high -- 50 percent, average -- 0.5 percent, and hence, quite 
good. The only open question was that of the selection of the type of major 

in which the degrees were granted. Generally the respondants were critical 

of the duplication of the director's specialty among his deputies (for example, 
the director and his deputy both mechaniral engineers in an enterprise with a 
nommechanical profile). On the other hand, ir assessing the managerial and 
organizational skille, the median clearly shifted downward (very high -- 12.7 
pyrcent, high -- 50 percent, average -- 12.7 percent, poor -- 18.6 percent). 
Yhere is a similar distribution for the ranking of the skill in getting along 
with people (very high -- 19.7 percent. high -~ 47.6 percent, average -- 0.8 
percent, and poor -- 18.6 percent). 








Hence, the situation is mo better for skill in organizing the work of 4 group 
or the operation of the enterprise. When the director's spot was vacant is 

a certain enterprise, 1 spontaneously asked ome of the deputies (one with a 
master’s degree in engineering), “Actually now you should become the director.” 
But his reply was, “But after all I am a specialist in mechanical engineering:” 


Does this mean that in the mind of empioyees in industry (and not just indus- 
try) there was still che stereotype that anyone can be a director, that there 
are mo qualification requirements, that the director “knows nothing about 


everything,” as opposed to the scientist,who knows “everything about nothing,” 
that management of the operations of an institutions which sometimes employs 
thousands of persons does not require fundamental specialized knowledge or 
organizational and pedagogical skills? One could be led to believe this by 
observing some enterprises in the sector under discussica. Are things dif- 
ferent in other sectors? If only they were! 


Contlict Between the Secter and the Local Authorities? 


After the death of ome of the directors somebody supposedly said: “Well, 
the corps of good directors of the sector, the ones you could always count 
on, is shrinking. Two are i*ft.” And all three of them are older, very 
experienced heads, highly placed in the sociopolitical hierarchy, with 
a long record of achievement and rich patriotic history from the time of 
World War ll. Is there then a crisis in the younger generation coming up’ 
Is there maybe a lack of great personalities? One way or the other it looks 
as though the situation with the selection of new management is not the 
best. Years ago somebody in the industrial association noted, “If we put up, 
for example, three candidates, wom we believe to be outstanding in all respects, 
the local officials usually put up a fourth of their own.” Of course, the 
director must work well in cooperation with the local people. Nobody denies 
that, but above all he must meet the basic sector-production requirements. 
He cannot neglect to carry out production plans for the sake of loca: rela- 
tionships it also happens that 4 perse. runs a0 enterprise very well, is 
familiar with the technology, and knows w to get along with the workers, 
but is unable to work with the local aut ties or, more importantly, meet 
many, sometimes sudden, requirements, dema. «is, and “action” recommendations, 
which are very often co .trary to the uppermost interest of production and good 
management, or, on the other hand, the person may work well with these offi- 
ials and meet their demands but “drop the ball” on produc*ion or social mat- 
ters within the enterprise. Meanwhile, .he optimum operation of the enter- 
prise is in the interest of local officials, and also in the interest of the 
sector or the ministry is optimal cooperation with local officials. At 
least this follows from the long-range interests of both sides, once they are 
well understood. 





Than What 


lL think that the new socialist reality in Poland in 1979 requires our takirg 
4 new look at directors. The 1950's model of the good director is not 
entirely adequate today, although it has somehow still been working up tiil 
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now. And what is the contemporary model like? Up to the present tine 
there does not seem to be any comprehensive, realistic empirical model of 
a director who performs well. We do not know very well what such a direc- 
tor should be iike either, although we know more often what he should not 
be like. Here we need the contribution of all specialists in organization 
and management. Under the direction of a department of appropriately broad 
scope, they should closely synthesize the previous scattered research. On 
the basis of this cohesive synthesis there should be not so auch additional 
training (that is, filling up the holes) as fundamental training of the 
candidates for director. I think that the post-graduate study system (let 
uS say a l-vyear program) would be the best. 


Candidates selected from among young employees who have already had some 
special industrial (or other) training in an internship would then still have 
to be examined in terms of their general level and organizational-managerial 
capabilities by the sociopolitical bodies (but those of a higher level to 
give them “safe conduct™ for directing in each local situation). After this 
there would be real professional theoretical and practical study, at the end 
of which a diploma of specialist in the field of organization and management 
would be awarded. This would seem to be the only way that the stereotype 

of unskilled director can die a natural death in Poland and the streams of 
words spoken and written can be transformed into a real fact. Many factor- 
ies and other enterprises are waiting for this. 
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POLAND 


CITY DWELLERS SURVEYED ABOUT POLISH ACRICULTURAL POLICY 
Warsaw POLITYKA in Polish No 38, 22 Sep 79 pp i, 6, 7 
[Article by Jan Bijak/) 


[Text] Food, its availability, its selection and quality--are matters of 
interest to everyone, if mot to the same degree. Does this universal in- 
terest extend equally to those who produce the food? What do the people 

in the city know about the villages and farming? How much of their know- 
ledge is based on stereotypes and to what degree have they freed themselves 
of these stereotypes? From where do we obtain our knowledge on this sub- 
ject and how does it square with reality? 


These questions are not at all academic. Public opinion not only reflects 
the conditions that now exist but it also affects the centers which formu- 
late agricultura’ policy and its current realization. But opinion in our 
country is formed, first and foremost, by the city. 


A survey of city dwellers was conducted by our social workers. It is sud- 
stantially representative. 


Piret of all, we asked simply: How interested are you in the village end 
of farmin,? 


A ewmmary of the replies is shown in Table 1. The results are not as in- 
spiring as we could have wished. Considering that the food market occupies 
a great deal of attention, that the problem of agriculture is constantly 
discussed in the press, radio and television--the degree of interest ex- 
pressed appears to be scarcely moderate. Sixteen percent of those surveyed 
are very interested, over 8 percent are not at all interested, and 3) per- 
cent have little interest. An even greater indifference is expressed by 
women. Over half said that they were “not very” or “not at all” interested. 


This reflects the general position of women in socioeconomic matters; they 
are also less active socially. but it is the women who are most active in 
the kitchen and in the store queves and they are the ones who are most 

directly affected by all the shortages end fluctuations of the food market. 
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Thus their declared indifference to farming and the village indicates that 

in the consciousness of a large portion of society, a separation has occurred 
between the place in which food is bought and that in which it is produced. 
It can also be assumed that the argumentation which relates the current 

food problems to what is now taking place in agriculture, only to 4 very 
limited extent resches the person most directly affected. 


who are these people who say that they ure not at all interested in the 
village and in farming’? First of all, they are lowered-educatec, (ten tines 
more than in the higher-educated group), young, low-skilled workers, their 
parents were born in the city and they themselves have no family ties with 
the village. Those vho spent their childhood and youth there, who have 
close family there, obviously take the lead in an expressed interest in the 
village--one fourth are “very interested.” This confirms what the sociolo- 
gists know, that personal ties prevail over other sources of opinion making. 


The sociologist who compi’ed the questions for our survey attempted to 
verify the sincerity of the statements on the extent of interest in vallage 
matters. If someone says he is interested, then he must know something, 
because he reads the newspapers, watches television, or talks to someone 
qualitied. Nor can we exclude the reverse situation. Someone may say that 
he is indifferent to farming but may know a great deal if he regularly 

and attentively watches the daily news on television or recently and con- 
scientiously did his school work. 


we asked several quiz type, or test, questions. We were interested in 

pure information, without opinions. What was the average yield of four 
cereal grains in 1977? We are building several large plants which will 
eroduce items for agricultural use. Please give the name of at least one 
plant. Or, how many individual farms are there in the country today? 

What portion of arable land surface is occupied by state farms and producer 
cooperatives? What portion of total agricultural production comes from 
these farming sectors? Finally: What is the average consumption of meat 
and meat products per statistical Pole? 


Very many of those questioned replied simply, “I don’t know.” Almost half 
diemissed the question on cereal grain yield in that manner. One-fifth 

gave anewerse within the correct range. The rest acted with complete a- 
bandon, giving numbers from 9 to 120 quintals, with a distinct preference for 
round and large numbers: 30, 40. The farmers vere not begrudged crops, 
apparently. Everyone tended to overestimate them, and the younger, the less 
educated, and the less skilled Che estimator, the more generous the estimate. 


Aleo, almos half did not know how many individual farms we have, although 
we helped by giving a choice of several figures. The correct answer (over 
three million) was given by 13 percent of thoe« surveyed. 
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Despite the whole propagands campaign on large industrial installations, 
>» percent of those surveyed could not correctly name even one piant which 
produces products for agriculture. The remainder named aainly Ursus and 
Poli« ¢ 


Probably so produce of our economy has had the extensive press coverage 
than meat has--and yet almost 4{ percent questioned replied "I don't know,’ 
to the question on the amount of consumption of meat and meat products. 
The correct answer, may | remind you, according to GUS (Central Office of 
Statistics), is 72 kilograms. Answers in the 65-60 kilogram range vere 
considered to be correct--1/ percent of the answers fell in this range. 
The remaining respondents permitted themselves even more latitude than they 
did om crop yields--consumption was estimated from 6 to 300 kilograms. 

with this important difference, however: Crops, as a rule, were overes- 
timated--mea. consumption was underestimated. The average figure revolved 
around 57 kilograms, although the Warsaw dwellers went higher--60 kilograms. 


On the whole, the level of knowledge is low and if the answers to the first 
question indicated an indifference to matters of the village and farming, this 
was mot coguetry or snobbery--it was the honest truth. Of course, we can 
argue about the sense of these or other quizzes and the range of knowledge 
expected of the average dweller. The fact that many of those surveyed 
recalled any figures can be regarded with optimism. To me, the tendencies 
expressed in these ostensibly informative answers are most interesting. 

l have already called attention to the overertimation of crops--as something 
advantageous to the farmer, and the underestimation of seat consumption-- 

as something detrimental to the city dweller’s stomach. The share of arable 
land in the socialized sector was also greatly overestimated (12 percent 

of replies “from 50 percent a.d up”). But at the same time the share of the 
socialized sector in production was estimated to bu lower than statistics 
would have ingicated--ignorance, perverseness, mental inertia? Who knows. 
Maybe all of them. 


Who is Well Off? 


Several questions in the survey were designed to determine what, in the 
opinion of city dwellers, is the level of affilwence of the village, how 
does it compare with the level of affivence in the city, .hat is the social 
status and prestige of the peasant. 


Question: Where, generally speaking, do people in Poland live better? In 
the village’ Im the city? Or does this depend on other circumstances? The 
largest group (35 percent) evaded the issue by choosing the third answer, 
perhaps, really the most sensible one. Twenty-four percent opted for better 
life im the village--32 percent for the city. And again, the belief of the 
privileged position of the village prevailed among the less educated, the 
workers, those who live in the large cities and drive to the village to 
obtain some food items, or don’t go there at all. 











In your opinion, how are most farmers in Poland faring now? The opinion is 
surprisingly optimistic. Half the votes were for “well” and “very well.” 

In 866 answers there was only one “very badly." The most sober estimates 

of the situation were made by residents of small towns and the capital, 

and persons with a higher education. The former have the clos: *: and most 
direct contact with the village and often themselves live ir :'5°;t identical 
conditions. The latter are closer to the truth probably due ic pvetter 
knowledge and the greater contrast between their own standard of living 

and that which they observe in the village. 


In the next question we wanted to provoke responses which were more analy- 
ticai. Those surveyed were asked to state where they believed they fit, 
choosing one of four groups of affluence of city and village dwellers. 
Irrespective of sex, age and education, everyone believes that the average 
affluence of the villagers is higher than that of the city dwellers. There 
were two and a half times more persons who rated average village affluence 
to be very high than there were those who made a similar assessment of the 
city. I will not tire yuu withthe details of this calculation but the ten- 
dency is very clear and obviously false. 


According to all calculations, the average income of the village dweller liv- 
ing off the farm is about 20 percent below that of the city dweller. Lech 
Ostrowski in the quarterly, VILLAGE AND FARMING, states that the average 
income of the individual farmer in 1971 was 84 percent of the income of the 
worker in the socialized economy, and in 1977 it was 73.4 percent. Further- 
more, the village income is much more differentiated: The average is made up 
of the paltry income of a poor man, the father of seven children, who own 
two hectares of sandy land, and the income of the millionaire-gardener on 

the outskirts of Warsaw. This contrast is one of the sources of the false 
Stereotype. The mass media too often show the best, most specialized and 
wealthy farms. The picture of the single family house, automobiles and shin- 
ing kitchen equipment is instilled in the mind of the reader or viewer, 
whereas in 1976, 25 percent of farm families had the lowest incomes (up 

to 15,000 per person), while slightly over 7 percent of worker families fell 
into this category. The truth is also distorted by the lightly tossed 

about figures of money inflow--the personal costs, outiays, and liabilities 
are frequently unnoticed. Too, the picture is frequently distorted by the 
festive nature of the city-village contacts. Even though food is in short 
supply and even though problems regarding food are, on the whole, demonstrated 
to us eve i to excess, still the picture is that of the village on holiday, 
merrymaking, with the peasant stuffing himself until the gravy runs don 

his chin. 


This is the predictadle result of the failure to show all the facets of life-- 
not just the peasants, of course. By ignoring pe*sant poverty, by remain- 
ing silent (sometimes shamefacedly) on the truth of village provisions, we 
create among city dwellers the impression that the everyday irritations of 
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life are unknown in the village. This is only one step away from rash 
generalizations. Don't funds for agriculture, increase:: in prices of farm- 
ing items, investments, benefit those who are already better off? In any 
case, the city, I believe, tends to overrate the scope of natural food 
supplies in the village 2zad many believe that price increases, e.g., of fruits 
and vegetables, apply exclusively to the city market. 


Similar attitudes can hamper valid programs of state agricultural policy or 
at least limit their understanding and popularity. 


General affluence and social position consist of, aside from material goods, 
access to intellectual and cultural values. Access to a higher education 
can be an unquestionable delimiter. Among the questions in the survey was 
the tollowing one: What percentage of our students in institutions of 

higher learning comes from the peasantry? We gave several hints. The cor- 
rect answers were in the 10-20 percent range (during the 1977-78 academic 
year 10 percent of the full-time students were children of individual farmers 
and 25 percent of the extension course (correspondence school) students were 
from tarm families). (Qver one-fourth of the respondents said 30 percent 

and a tenth said half. And again, the problem is not the correctness of 

the figures, but the extent of ignorance. It is obvious that the respond- 
ents did not even come close to the approximate figures. The concern here 

is with the tendency. It is generally known, of course, that as early as 
1969-1961, the proportion of peasant youth accepted for study was 20 percer.. 
This cropped to 8.6 percent during the 1977-1978 academic year. And this 
despite preferential points. There was much discussion about this, but 
apparently not enough, or not of the right kind, for the city opinion clearly 
overestimates the peasant's presence at the learning institutions. It 

may be that the numerous disputes over point preferences for peasant origin 
and the criticism of these points, produce the impression that the pre- 
ferences are too high. There is less concern today in the press about a 
larger uumber of indices for the plebeian classes of society--and more con- 
cern about the surplus of intellectuals, and fears that soon there will be 

no one to man the shovel and the plow. 


The advancement of the village during the period of the People's Republic, 
its social and cultural progress, has been enormous. Changes in the village, 
as compared with th pre-war years, are more striking than in the city. 

But in perceiving these changes, ther: is a tendency to forget that the gap 
between these two environments still is verw large. 


Problems of Restraint 


Next an attempt is made to reach farming via the stomach. Two questions. 
The first: What are the main reasons for shortages in food supplies? 

The second: In your opinion, what are the main causes of our problems in 
the food economy? The close relationship between these two questions re- 
quires precise definition. Alongside both questions, the author of the 
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survey listed nypothetical replies. We give the results in Tables 2 and 

6. We quote the comments to the questionnaire separately, for these ques- 
tions, in particular, prompted the respondents to express additional opinions 
and emotions or to express their opinions more strongly than the survey an- 
ticipated. 


Two answers received the widest recognition. To the first question: “Too 
many small farms." To the second: “Illogical realization of policies re- 
lating to agriculture.” On the one hand, an objective structural cause of 
the backwardness of our agriculture, and on the other hand, a subjective 
reason based on ineffectiveness of revivification activities. While in 

the survey-suggested response mention is made of “illogical realization," 

it is permissible to presume that in the feelings of part of the respondents 
there is also a criticism of agricultural policy itself. This is apparent 
from these additional notes, the comments to the survey. "No prospects of 

a future for the individual farmer." “Lack of technical equipment for the 
individual farms." “Agricultural cooperatives and production cooperatives 
waste farm production.” “Useless tendency to collectivization (socializa- 
tion), unacceptable to our village." "Protectionism for socialized farms 

in supply of coal, fertilizers and machinery." And the opposite tendency. 
"Nationalize the agricultural farms." “Abandonment, in the 1950's, of 
collectivization--its form at that time could be criticized (and justifiably 
so), but its goal, as shown clearly in past years by our neighbors (GDR, 
CSSR), was correct." “Lack of decision on collectivization." These opin- 
ions reveal, as will be confirmed further in the survey, lack of understand- 
in, of the complexity of present agricultural policy. The natural desire 

of impatient people is to settle matters by radical moves, which on the sur- 
face, appears to be the simplest way. 


The dissimilarity of our agricultural policy lies in the fact that it 
attempts to reconcile the permanence and progress of individual farms with 
the advancements in socialization of agriculture and the strengthening of 
the state sector. This is not just based on the good intentions of the po- 
licy makers, free ideological construction. In our conditions, this is 

the best solution. Furthermore, we do not have the funds for very costly 
acceleration of farming socialization. It is estimated, for example, that 
the cost of managing a hectare of land in the State Farms is almost ten 
times more than in individual farming. This is a requirement of high-yield, 
modernized agricultural production. 


The village is not ready for twniversal socialization and forcing it would 
weaken the farmers’ interest in investment, which would be followed by a 
drop in production. Instead of building a cow barn or a pigsty, the pea- 
sant would build a house for himself and his son in the nearest town. 

All agricultural modifications must take into account the fundamental criter- 
on--food production must not be permitted to drop. This is a iuxury in 

ny situation, but it is a serious threat in ours when we cannot rescue 
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ourselves with mass importation. But at the same time, scmething must be 
done about these many very small farms. We cannot watch and wait, hence 

the attempt to enlarge the farms, specialize, organize into groups and cooper- 
ate more closely with trade and with the socialized economy. These are not 
striking activities, they do not lend themselves to loud propagandizing and 
ideological exploitation, but upzer present conditions and for the future, 
they are successfully modernizing the village and farming. 


impatience would be the worst advisor. This applies not only to participants 
of our survey. The people who are the executors of agricultural policy 

are also affected by similar desires for a speedy, radical solution. There 
are attempts to “win over" those who see only one side of this “open dis- 
cussion" policy of the socialization issue, as if the economic considerations 
were the only obstacle. This position gains support from the helplessness 

of some of the advocates of individual farming who accept its present form 
without criticism and, in the interests of establishing a feeling of per- 
manence, are willing to stomach all anachronisms. These attitudes, feelings 
of dissatisfaction--all react on the participants in our survey. 





Among the reasons given for our troublesome food situation, second rank was 
assigned to a price structure which is often unprofitable to farmers and 

to lack of attractive commercial articles which would divert interest from 
the food market. The comments on the questionnaire read: "Excessive con- 
sumption and waste," “poor food structure--not enough meat substitutes," 
“expensive farming equipment--lack of machinery." 


The weakness of the questionnaire lay in the omission of such important pro- 
blems as the adequacy of investment in agriculture and the degree to which 
basic farming needs are supplied. And herein lies the key to modernization. 
There was no auestion on the subject of export of food items. Those sur- 
veyed covered this gap, in large numbers, by raising this issue in the “other” 
column. The share of women in independent management of farms was covered 

in the questions, but the problem of two-job families, which is far more 
important socially and economically, was omitted. And it is around this 

group of people that a great deal of misunderstanding ‘as occurred, especially 
in recent years. ("Neglect of farms by peasant-workers," wrote someone on 

the margin of the questionnaire. “Eliminate peasant-worker employment-- 

more damage than good," says another.) 


Here again the passion for arbitrary, administrative decisions reveals it- 
self: either peasant or worker. In the future, this is doubtiess how it will 
be. But today this is absurd, because if this two-job person ceases to be a 
peasant he must be given housing in the city and a job for his wife. Few 

in Poland today live off the earnings of one spouse. If, however, he is to 
cease to be a worker, then he must have a sufficiently large farm, quali- 
fications and capital for investment. We shall] see later how unreasonable 
and ambiguous the position of those surveyed reaily is regarding two-jobd 
people. hey want to restrict their influx to the cities, demanding at the 
same time that the number of small farms be restricted and agriculture social- 
ized, which will release large resources of manpower. 
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Leaving aside, however, what is not in the questionnaire, let us return 
to what is. 


The percentage of replies which relate food problems to laziness or poorly 
qualified farmers and agricultural service workers, or with the traditional- 
ism of the village people, is low. This has particularly low suppert among 
the higher-educated people, as opposed to those with less than a basic 
education, of whom one-fourth of the respondents regard peasant laziness and 
traditionalism as the source of the trouble. The proportions are reversed 
when the subject of too many small farms comes up~-over 60 percent of the 
higher educated and not quite 23 percent of the lowest educated chose this 
reason as primary. These two extremes of education are in complete accord 
on the question of “farm price profitability." Both cite this as a factor 
in food problems, although probably for different reasons. Some because 
they are more sensitive to opinions on economic thought, and others be- 
casue they scrupulously count every zloty and are more easily swayed by 
public opinion. 


The low rank of such reasons as “several successive years of poor harvests” 
or “untavorable economic situation for our trade on world markets," so widely 
expounded in the press and on television, is surprising, for certainly both 
reasons are real and not fabricated for propaganda purposes. The comments 

on the questionnaire which link problems with the influence of internal 
forces, speak of “credits which the state must pay" and of “industrial in- 
vestments and the state's foreign currency debt." 


Farming--How Can We Help It? 


How, in general, do you rate the degree of modernity of our farming? 

"Soft" opinions predominated: quite modern, quite backward. Most of the 
women were of the first opinion, the men mostly of the second. "Quite 
backward" was the reply of 65 percent of the respondents with a higher 
education, "Quite modern" replied 55 percent of those with a basic education. 


How can we help farming? How much of those goods which are in short supply 
are the city dwellers willing to do without for the benefit of agriculture? 


What, for example, should have priority in the allocation of state loan 
assistance? (Table 4). 


Here the diversity of replies is particularly influenced by the personal 
situation of the respondents. The youngest, apart from housing, named 
credits for young married couples first of all. Generally, however, pre- 
ference was given to credits for cooperative housing (25 percent) which, 
together with the votes for individual construction (12 percent), reveals 
the predominant pressure of housing needs on the opinions of city dwellers. 
Credits for farming purposes were given a high ranking (24 percent) and 
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among white-collar workers of higher education, were even in the lead. At 
the same time, questionnaire comments indicated the limited success of cre- 
dits: “Don't give credits when there is no material and equipment balance." 
"What good is credit to the farmer if there are no goods, not even coal.” 


Unraveling the above thread, we tried to determine how far the respondents 
would go in reaching into their own pockets to pay for various purposes. 

If it were up to you to allocate the national loan, to which of the named 
purposes should it be allocated first? One-four*h confirmed the conclusions 
from the previous question: We must pay, certainly, for construction of 
housing. Who is most unwilling to approve a loan as a form of public financing 
for important public goals? More men than women, older people, higher- 
educated people, those who live in large cities, and especially in the capital. 


Among those who spoke in favor of a loan for agricultural purposes, older 
people and those who have family in the village or spent their childhood 
or youth there, predominated. 


Our survey participants imagine that the optimum size farm in our conditions 
is 1l to 20 hectares, or more. They are even in favor of administratively 
evicting from the land the bad farmers, those with small farms. If they were 
reasonable, they should then be in favor of a larger flow of village people 
to the city, from farming to industry and services. But only 3 percent of 
those questioned would support such a process. Over half, without hesita- 
tion, emphatically demand that authorities limit the excessive movement 

from the village to the city (n.b., the expression “excessive” makes the ques- 
tion somewhat ambiguous). It is interesting that the poeple with ties to 
the village, whether by origin or family connections, and who as a rule are 
more friendly to its residents, now join the city-born dwellers in fighting 
what they see as a threat to their standard of living. A larger migration 
means longer queues for housing, in stores, and greater competition on the 
job. Here, it seems, the “anti-peasant" bias of the replies reveals itself 
most vividly--the selfish interests of people who having attained their ur- 
ban paradise on earth are now deathly afraid that it will become too 
crowded. The better-educated people, who normally are more broadminded, 
take an even more unyielding postion in this matter--among them are the 
fewest advocates of support for the village emigrant. Simply put, the phy- 
sical labor market is not as threatened. The pick-and-shovel worker is 

not as afraid of competition, as the clerk or petty official is. 


And what should we do about the farmers who neglect their farms? Table 5 
shows the distribution of replies. The stringent-administrative tendency 
prevails. Only a small percentage is willing to let matters take their 
course. The overwhelming majority is in favor of aid, but also penalties. 
It is prepared to tuke away rights to ownership of the land. The concept 
of land as public rroperty which is in the name of subordinate interests 
should be disposed of regardless of the owner's preference, prevails. 











“Liquidate the farms to three hectares," demands one decree-mad enthusiast. 
The confiscated land would most willingly be given to other individuals. 
Severity, therefore, does not change the structure of ownership. It is only 
a whip to punish bad farmers. 


Tre sociologist who prepared a report from this survey attempted to sort 
out the replies which had an “anti-peasant” or “anti-village” bias. He 
assigned a point value to such answers as, e.g., life is better in the vil- 
lage than in the city, or that food shortages are caused by the farmers’ 
laziness and easy living. Without going into details, may I say that the 
index validated the previously noted correlation. Most of the “anti-pea- 
sant" answers were found in the higher age groups, in the most numerous 
occupational groups--among skilled workers and white-collar workers who 
lacked higher education and among people who did not and do not have close 
personal contacts with the village. 


Table 7 tells us more precisely from whence the surveyed persons derive 

their knowledge of the village. Personal observation and television receive 
the same number of votes. Then follows the press. Those who watch television 
more often than others say that life in the village is better than in the 
city, more often suggest that bad farmers should be deprived of their land 

and that it should be given to the State Farms. But they less often point 

to the illogicality in realization of agricultural policy as the source of 
food problems. More often as a cause of these problems they mention the 

poor economic situation for our trade on world markets. 


Conclusions 


Despite the fact that the problems of food and agriculture occupy so much 
space in public life, their familiarity among the city dwellers is slight 
and superficial. 


information, even if it is correct, does not shape collective opinion, does 
not contribute to knowledge on agriculture. 


The minuteness of economic education is revealed--emotions and stereotypes 
prevail. 


There is a lack of cohesive concept of agricultural policy among those 
surveyed. No matter that their concepts are different--that would be logi- 
cal--if each concept was reasonable. But they are rather an aggolmeration 
of different current opinions, good intentions and an impatient waiting for 
a radical and quick happy solution. 


There is no firm conviction among those surveyed that the solution of dif- 
ficult food and agricultural problems demands public sacrifice, outlays and 
priorities. This refers particularly to willingness to exert personal 
effort. 
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A positive aspect is the belief that our agricultural situation is decided 
not by the economic situation factor but by structural factors. 


Footnote: 
a sociologist. 
nical publications. 


jects in the future. 


A repurt on the survey has been prepared by Jerzy Diatlowicki, 
The full text of the report will appear in one of the tech- 
Our editors plan to return to some of the surveyed sub- 











Table 1. How Interested Are You in the Village and Farming? 
l. 1 am very interested 15.9 percent 
2. I am fairly interested 42.4 
3. I am not very interested 33.1 
4. 1 am not at all interested 8.4 
Table 2. What Are the Main Causes of Shortages in Food Supplies? 
l. Laziness of farmers 9.0 percent 
2. Incompetence of agricultural service workers 23.3 
3. Price structure not profitable to farmers 35.2 
4. Insufficient import of lacking items 21.9 
5. Incompetence of farmers 27.3 
6. Too many women managing farms 15.4 
7. Too many small farms 50.1 
8. Occurrences of speculation in food trade 26.7 
9. “Aging” of villages 32.4 
10. Peasant traditionalism 16.1 

















ll. Other (incl. 12.4 percent “too-large export of 31.3 
agricultural items") 


12. Other II 5.9 


(Respondents were asked to name three principal causes) 








Table 3. In Your Opinion How Large Should the Average 
Individual Farm be for it to be Efficient? 


l. Up to 6 hectares 1.2 percent 
2. 6-10 hectares 18.1 
3. 11-20 hectares 44.3 
4. 21-50 hectares 23.3 
5. Other (how much?) 2.3 
6. I don't know 11.5 








Table 4. For What Should State Loan Assistance be 
Mainly Allocated? 


l. For single-family home construction 12.1 percent 
2. For loans to yeung married couples 15.6 
3. For loans for crafts and private services 6.2 
4. For cooperative housing construction 25.3 
5. For loans to farmers 23.7 
6. For other purposes 3.9 














/. The state should grant no loans 


8. tt is hard for me to say 


3.0 


2.5 








Table 5. What Should we do About Farmers Who Neglect their Farms? 


l. Give professional and financial assistance 


2. Give assistance but also penalize 


3. Deprive of ownership and turn the land over to good 


farmers 


4. Deprive of ownership and turn the land over to the 


PGR (State Farms) 
5. Don't interfere in farming matters 
6. Other solutions 


7. 1 don't know--have no opinion 


17.6 percent 
30.8 


26.8 


18.6 


4.2 
3.0 


2.1 








Table 6. In Your Opinion What are the Main Causes of Our Problems 


in the Food Economy? 


1. Unfavorable economic situation for our trade on world 


markets 


2. Several successive years of crop failures 


3. ILllogical realization of policies relating to agricul- 


ture 


4. Farmers’ problems in obtaining additional land 


5. Food items priced too low, making farm prodvction 
unprofitable 
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30.4 percent 


25.3 


22.4 











6. Lack of attractive commercial products which would relieve 41.9 
the food market 


7. Too large a share of individual farming among food 22.4 
producers 

8. Too large a share of socialized farming among food 19.2 
producers 

9. Other causes 23.8 


(Three main causes were underlined) 








Table 7. From Where do You Obtain Your Knowledge About the Village? 


l. From the press 31.4 percent 
2. From radio 20.9 
3. From television 28.3 
4. From the opinions of friends 11.4 
5. From the opinions of my family in the village 20.3 
6. From my own observations of the village (private) 41.3 
/. From my own observations of the village (in connection 2.2 


with my work) 





8. Other sources 2.2 
9295 
CSO: 2600 
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POLAND 


BRIEFS 


WORK PERMIT REGULATIONS EASED--Warsaw--FRG workers sent by their firms to 
work in Poland or Polish workers sent to the FRG will in future obtain work 
permits by a more simplified procedure. Josef Stingl, president of the 
Federal Office for Labor, held talks in Warsaw today on the final details 
of implementing an agreement to this effect. He expects that this agree- 
ment, which was worked out at the beginning of July by Federal Labor Minis- 
ter Herbert Ehrenberg in Warsaw, will come into force in about 4 weeks. 
After that, any workers sent to the other country in connection wich foreign 
trade details will no longer need work permits at all. This applies in 
particular to assembly workers who assemble imported machines or equipment 
or instruct staff on the new equipment. The procedure will be eased for 
those sent by their firms to the other country, but anyone traveling to the 
other country to seek work on his own initiative and not on the instructions 
of a firm will still need a work permit. [Text] [LD071400 Hamburg DPA in 
German 1222 GMT 7 Nov 79 LD] 


CSO: 3103 
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NRED ©... ‘YIALOGUE AMONG MARXIST PHILOSOPHERS 
Buchures, GRA SOCTALISTA in Romanian No 19, 5 Oct 79 pp 31-34 
/Article by Radu Florian: "Virtues of Philosophical Dialogue"/ 


/Text7 The dialogue of Marxist philosophy with other schools of thought, in 
the past or present, and with its own evolution is a distinctive feature of 
its cognitive, axiological ~xi social development and progress. Marxist phi- 
losophy appeared and took form in a highly heterogeneous intellectual climate 
marked by a diversity of interpretations of human existence and its history 
and their fundamental values. Under these circumstances the dialogue and 
confrontation of Marxism with other ideological trends were necessrry to ex- 
termd its body of knowledge, to validate the solutions it offered, and also to 
expand its social influence. Isolation was always a source of sterility and 
inertia for Marxist philosophy, while its receptiveness to experience re- 
quired the dialogue with all forms of culture and of course with the philo- 


sophical ones especially. 


The fact is also significant in this respect that the social progress of Marx- 
ist philosophy cannot be fruitful by authoritarian means, since attempte of 
nie kind actually result in resistance to its particular ideas and values 

and involution of ite effect. Its fruitful way of penetrating a given cul- 
ture and gaining a hegemony within it is that of exchange and confrontation 
of ideas ami ite incubation through the superiority of ite theoretica! argu- 
ments and particular values. 


The philosophical dialogue is a form of confrontation between various schools 
of thought that intersect at a given point in time and give different answers 
to identical questions of the era and ite culture. From this standpoint the 
confrontation between Marxist and other philosophies is not just a comparison 
of ideas, concepts and values or discovery of points of contact and lines of 
demarcation. It calls for much more than that, namely determination of the 
viability of given ideas or values in dispute on the besis of their applica- 
tions and historicity. 


Accortingly, while the dialogue appears as a feature of the dialectics of de- 
velopment and progress within a given cultural field, the urgent problem that 
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arises is the one cf the criteria for cormducting it. Previous experience re- 
veals some ristakes, as for example the view that dialogue means erasing the 
distinctions between Marxist ard other philosophies, or that the latter are 
merely aberrations or errors devoid of any real intellectual significance. 


I consider a first criterion of the dialogue to be Marxist philosophy's 
awareness of itself, of its particular originality, and of its distinctions 
from other philosophical trends. But this originality is not confined, as it 
is often believed, to the comtination of several ideas and concepts kom: as 
traditionally Marxist but lies in its primary determination of having trans- 
formed and renovated the system of reference of philosophy, the very way 

of cone-iving it as an expression of the intellect, and its abstract struc- 
tures. In other words, it is o matter of apprehending the originality of 
Marxist philosophy in what Gramsci called "... the fundamental concept where- 
by the philosophy of practice ‘is sufficient unto itself' and cortains in it 
all the fundamental elements not only to construct a concepti«™ °° ‘ne total 
ami entire world and a total philosophy and theory of the na* ral sc. ences 
but also to give life to a complete practical organization of «ciety, to be- 
come a total and complete civilization.” (1) 


These lines of Gramsci's are by no means presumptuous but clearly express the 
idea of the irrevocable breach Marxist philosophy made in the scope of philo- 
sophy, its problems and its conceptual system, a breach that sharply and radi- 
cally delimits it from the other schools preceding it or parallel w'th its 
development. "On *he theoretical level,” Gramsci continues, “the jihilosophy 
of practite is not confused with or confined to any other philosopliy. It is 
not original merely because it transcends the preceding philosophies but es- 
pecially because it opens up an entirely new path, that is it renovates from 
start to finish the way of conceiving philosophy itself.® (2) Gramsci con- 
trasts the originality of Marxism, so understood, with the interpretation 
that limited it solely to a new combination of some old philosophical ideas, 
rightly regarding Plehanov as one of its exponents, and as a matter of fact 
it became predominant in our century's view of Marx' philosophy. 


This leads to a conclusion of primary importance to the course of the dialogue 
to the effect that "The philosophy of practice needs no heterogenecus props..? 
(3) Im other words, awareness of the originality cf Marxist philosophy and 
its distinctions from other schocls implicitly means refusal to introduce in 
it .ny uncharacteristic or borrowed viewpoints, concepts or criteria that can 
alter its typical articulation or make it eclectic. 


Does not such a view make the philosophical dialogue impossible and unilater- 
al? Not in the least if it is regarded not as a mixture of different ideas 
arbitrarily imposed, but as an instrument of development of Marxist philoso- 
phy's structure of ideas and of thorough examination of the answers Marxist 
philosophy gives to the many questions of practice. The Marxist dialogue with 
other philosophies iis a filter receiving doubts, questa...- and hypotheses the 
confrontation of which will prove the validity of its own ideas every time. 


A second criterion of the dialorue seems to me to be cnnsideration of the 
various schools as intellectual expressions of certain social subjects, of 
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historical situations, and of social reactions of one kind or another and not 
as mere errors or senseless aberrations. Gramsci wrote, "To regard the whole 
philosophical past as delirium and folly is not only an error due to an anti- 
historical conception..., but also a true remnant of metaphysics, since it 
assumes a dogmatic consideration valid in all times and all countries by the 
measure of which the entire past is judzed. Regular antihistoricism is no- 
thing but metaphysics." (lk) Discovery of the particular way in which a 
trend or philosophical work is the intellectual expression of a social sub- 
ject at a point of time is, for Marxist philosophy, the requirement for know- 
ledge and understanding of it and the way to perceive its characteristic fea- 
tures. It is especially applicable to study of the very obtuse and subjec- 
tive stands on Marxist philosophy of the kind taken by the "new philosophers” 
who attribute quite arbitrary ideas and intentions to it. 


This is also the way to study of a work as a whole, which means not an inven- 
tory of its elements but a distinction between its leitmotifs or structural 
ideas and its incidental or circumstantial ones, short of disputing the lat- 
ter's subjective (for the creator's evolution) and objective (for analysis of 
the work) significance, 


Knowledge of a work as a whole leads us to a third criterion of the philosoph- 
ical dialogue, that of studying it from within. It was formulated, in con- 
trast with the dogmatic method of interpreting the dialogue with other philo- 
sophical works and trends, as their mere ideological classification and label- 
ing. Despite its anticognatic purport, this criterion must be more precisely 
defined to preclude ambiguous interpretations. While it is quite legitimate 
and stientific to study any work as an intellectual expression and as a pro- 
duct of a certain association of ideas in order to bring out its internal lo- 
gic and its cognitive and axiological message, this certainly does not mean 
accepting it or refusing to juige and evaluate it, as it sometimes happens 
when this criterion is invoked, 





Definite rejection of the rigid and basically scholastic formulas for evalua- 
ting non-Marxist philosophical works cannot evade the fact that any work is 
structured on the basis of ideas and concepts or values characteristic of the 
given historical period. Therefore scientific analysis of a work viewed from 
within in order to bring out its articulations cannot avoid determining its 
materialistic or idealistic character, its cognitive or speculative content, 
and its receptiveness to certain values, which are not mere dogmatic cliches 
but authentic criteria that determine the historical] trends of development 

of philosophical thought. 


Of course we cannot accept an evaluation based on one criterion alone that 
does not reveal the contradictions of a work or a school and does not cosid- 
er the evolution of a thinker. In this respect it is simplistic to evaluate 
a work on the basis of only two concepts, materialism or philosophic idealism, 
since it usually has a chromatic diversity that is much broader and conse- 
quently irreducible to black and white. It is well known, for example, that 
in various historical and cultural periods idealism made major contributions 
to the development of knowledge, concepts and perceptions, to the exploration 
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of the phenomenology of the intellect, and to the formulation of some human- 
istic philosophical and ethicai values. Therefore the position of a work on 
the level of intellectualism is not instructive in itself, since it is abso- 
lutely necessary to relate it to the other elements it includes and to reveal 
its role in stimlating or obstructing knowledge, in forming a new idea or 
trend of thought, in proliferating intellectual alienation, etc. To refer to 
just one aspect of the problem, there is a great difference between the ide- 
alist philusophy of history in the last century and in our century, its cog- 
nitive values having been considerably diminished by Marxist philosophy's in- 
dication of the variables of social existence and the relations between then, 
which have become verifiable facts. 


Qualifying a work as materialistic by no means identifies it with cognitive 
receptiveness or propagation of progressive values. The metaphysical materi- 
alism of the 20th century often served to obstruct the process of knowlere 
and distort social action. 


Two examp.es from the history of Marxist philosophy strike me as significant 
from the standpoint of the dialogue with works of other schools. The first 
one is Marx' dialogue with Hegel's work. Marx' analysis brought out the ar- 
ticulation of Hegelian thought, its "rational mucleus® and speculative mapma, 
filtered in its idealistic ontology elements of the dialectics of reality, 
and detached the true values of Hegelian criticism of metaphysical material- 
ism. But more than anything, this dialogue of Marx' thought with that of his 
predecessor clarifies the profound purpose of Hegel's attempt to transcend 
the limitations of the materialism and idealism of the time, those based on 
the polarity between mind and matter, between subject and object. The at~ 
terpt failed because of its approach from the premises of the same absolutiz- 
ing idealism. Marx took up the problem and solved it by placing social ontc= 
logy in the center of his philosophic thought, the relation between society 
as subject and nature as object, and by bringing out the nature of social ex- 
istence as the inseparable unity of mind and matter. Upon close analysis, 
the problem of the relationship between mind and matter is merely a unilater- 
al and inadequate form of abstraction of the relationship between the social 
subject, which includes the mind as a fundamental determination, and nature 
as the surrounding reality. In this way Marxism develops (in a form that 
cannot be distinguished except upon scientific, exacting reading) a new way 
of conceiving philosophy and a new system of reference for it, which also ac- 
counts for its basic irreducible originality. 


Through his dialogue with Hegelian philosophy, Marx reveais its receptiveness 
and historic role, not accepting it as such but only as a point of departure 
and a problematic source, 


The second significant example of dialogue in the history of Marxist philoso- 
phy is that of A. Gramsci with B. Croce's work. Originally under Croce's 
striking and declared influence, Gramsci's thought was crystallized by a cri- 
tical delimitation from Croceanism and by revealing the latter's articulation 
as an idealist-speculative philosophy but also its antipositivist edge, its 
main dialectical feature, and its historicism. Gramsci's differentiated ana- 
lysis locates Croce's work in Italian society but also in relation to Marxism 
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by bringing out both its role in deprovincializing Italian national culture 
and its characteristic of having "... retranslated in speculative language 
the progressive gains of Marxism, and in this retranslation lies all that is 
better in its thought." (5) For a proper understanding of this opinion, it 
should be mentioned that Croce first .‘ sed to be a thinker who was "revis- 
ing" Marxism and later came to announce the "death" of Marxism. 


In pointing out the significance of the historicism in Croce's thought, Gram- 
sci dispels the idea of its objective pretentions and its apparent impartial- 
ity by clarifying its ideological implications. In this connection Gramsci 
notes that Croce's historicism is merely a form of political moderatism, which 
concept is called reformism in modern language. 


I feel the main conclusion to be drawn from the Gramsci-Croce dialogue is that 
analysis of any contemporary trend requires study of its relationship with 
Marxism and the extent of knowledge or ignorance of Marxist ideas and of their 
objective or distorted presentation. This requirement follows from the fact 
that since the second half of the last century Marxism has been an objective 
fact of culture and social experience that has influenced the major ideologi- 
cal trends of the time directly or indirectly, expressly but most often inm- 
plicitly, or through dispute and opposition. 


So far from a way of heterogenizing Marxism and diluting its characteristic 
features, its dialofue with other schools is the means of developing and in- 
tensifying its cognitive and axiological values and of ramifying its arguments 
and the errors of dogmatism cannot be corrected by equally grave errors in 

the other direction! 


As a feature of Marxism's progress and development, the dialogue also includes 
exchange of ideas and controversies within it. Comprising a great diversity 
of subjects, the dialogue within Marxist philosophy (to which Romanian philo- 
sophy is making a growing contribution) is a way of reviewing the primary 
sources and of receptiveness to the variety of forms of practice. It is pro. 
ving to be the main instrument whereby Marxist philosophy is recouping the 

lag and inertia caused by dogmatism and overcoming its effects. 


I shall discuss here only a few of the many points covered by the internal 
dialog, which were suggested by Ion Ianosi's article “Theory and Practice in 
the Analysis of Social Determinism" (ERA SOCIALISTA No 1?, 1979), on the sub- 
ject of my book “Introduction to the Marxist Theory of Social Determinism." 


One of the first points concerns scientific study of the historical course of 
Marxist philosophy. The urgency of the problem is due, among other things, 

to the fact that the contemporary renovation of Marxism is inseparable from 
scientific understanding and knowledge of its history, its heritage of ideas 
and values, the obstacles encountered, and the evasions and errors committed. 
This is particularly true because every stage of the history of Marxist think- 
ing has been inseparable from a social-political and cultural background that 
affected the theory but was also a source of practical political action by 

the working class and the progressive forces, 
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The controlling effect of the historical conditions upon the evolution of 

the theory by no means eliminates the problem of the truth of its ideas, 
their validity for the given period, and their universal cognitive value as 
well. While it is true that the distortions of "Stalinism" were not primari- 
ly determined by a theoretical source, they were insepable from the mechan- 
istic, fatalistic and pragmatic interpretation of the theory, its disregard 
as an instrument of social knowledge, and its vularization to the point of 
distortion. 


Therefore we urgently need studies of Marxist philosophy without prejudices, 
objectively unwarranted hierarchies like that between popularizers and theor- 
ists, and the lax temptation to underrate and even ignore basic theoretical 
contributions inadequately used in the past for one reason or another. Sym 
pathy for a given thinker cannot be controlling for determining his role in 
the history of Marxism, nor the "technique of quotations” whereby ostensibly 
any Viewpoint can be proved, nor traditional representations not bazed upon 
any critical analysis. There is an objective criterion for determining the 
worth of the various exponents of Marxism, namely acceptance of the criginal- 
ity of Marxism and its development, and it can be objectively applied. 


On the basis of this criterion, a review of the history of Marxist philosophy 
shows that due to a series of circumstances the original ideas of Marxist phi- 
losophy were not all presented by some Marxist theorists in their particular 
originality. Beginning with the immediate successors of Marx and Engels, they 
suffered an explicit or implicit reduction to the ideas of other schools and 
attempts to combine them with other trends. As Gramsci notes, these efforts 
were provoked among other things by the “complex" generated by the restrictive 
interpretation of historical materialism merely as a "simple" interpretation 
of history in the effort to develop it like any other "general philosophy." 


A first attempt was made by Bernstein, and later continued by Adler, to unite 
the ideas of historical materialism with Kantianism. Though not very influ- 
ential, it left traces in part of the social-democratic movement in the 20th 


century. 


Another effort, this time with a more lasting effect, was started by Plehan- 
ov, who grafted the ideas of historical materialism (understood solely as a 
philosophy of history) on the trunk of pre-Marxist materialism and Hegelian 
dialectics. For Plehanov, there was no basic distinction between metaphysi- 
cal and Marxian materialism, both basing their monism on the assertion of the 
primary role of matter in relation to mind, This view is not confirmed in 

a careful interpretation of the works "Theses on Feuerbach,® "The Holy Fam 
ily," and “Ludwig Feuerbach and the Eni of Classical German Philosophy," 
known to Plehanov., J. fact, as I have said before, Marx develcped a new mon- 
ism that has as a turntable human practice as an inseparable unity between 
the material and the spiritual viewed as an instrument of determining its ob- 
jectivity and historicity and reality in its entirety. Marx' materialism is 
based, according to his own expression, upon "socialist humanity," so that 

it is not reducible to the nrevious materialism and his dialectics differ 
from the Hegelian, 
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In my opinion the hybrid combination of the ideas of historical materialism 
with those of metaphysical materialism gave rise to the positivist and natur- 
alistic interpretation of Marxism, It has left deep traces in our century in 
theoretical amd social-political activity. Due to various circumstances it 
came to be regularly confused with the original lode of Marxist philosophy 
and influences to this day the treatment of many ideas and concepts. And it 
has left its imprint upon social action through its economism and mechanism. 


Lenin avoided the mechanistic and fatalistic consequences of the positivist 
interpretation, not through any directly philosophical contribution or con- 
ceptual criticism of it but through the innovations he made in scientific so- 
cialism and the theory of social action. Gramsci rightly commented on this 
subject that Lenin's most important philosophical contribution is the theory 
of the hegemony of the working class. 


Marxism's positivist orientation is criticized by Gramsci, who contimes La- 
briola's thinking and reconstitutes the original features of Marxist philoso- 
phy. Gramsci concentrates on the idea that Marxist philosophy is based upon 
a particular moni:m, that of human activity seen as an identity of the con 
traries between mind and matter, inseparable from a historicist matter of a 
transformed nature. On this basis Gramsci conceives social determinism as an 
indestructible articulation between the objective and subjective determinati- 
ons of social action and points out the participation of the consciousness in 
all forms of social existence, a pivotal point for his whole political think- 
ing. Gramscian thinking produces a philosophical apparatus in the positivist 
interpretation of Marxism and reveals its apocryphal character. 


G. Lukacs' contribution to the direct development of the Marxist philosophy 
of our century should be noted in the same connection. From the work of his 
youth "History and Class Consciousness" to his last book "Ontology of Social 
Existence” he is identified with the effort to resurface the authentic fea- 
tures of Marxist philosophy and to distinguish them from its economistic and 
mechanistic orientation. In the first of these works Lukacs presents the as- 
pect of society as subject and object of its own functioning and development 
and in the last one he stidies in depth some of the characteristics of the on- 
tology of Marxist philosophy. One of them among others is the conception of 
social existence as a complex of realities based on the unity between the ob- 
jective causality and the instituted purpose of human action. 


In reconstituting the history of Marxist philosophy in the 20th century, 

the wanderings of the confrontation between the two main lodes within it, and 
their various ramifications, linear explanations are infertile and colored by 
a certain fatalism, This applies to Ion Ianosi for example in connection with 
the presentation of the limited interpretation of Marxist philosophy by some 
of its exponents as an outcome of the historical conditions, The argument 
cannot be sustained in this form because it is easy to point out that the his- 
torical circumstances did not favor Gramsci in relation to Plehanov or Buh- 
arin. I think the answer is to be sought in another direction, in the fact 
that adequate investigation of the originality of Marxist philosophy is inse- 
parable from investigation of the philosophical knowledge of the last century 
and parallel scientific study of the whole social dialectics, 
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Another problem that is the subject of heated discussions within Marxist phi- 
losophy is that of social determinism. A theoretical field that was the 
ground for serious oversirplifications and vulgarizations under the influence 
of economism and mechanism, it is also the means to knowledge of social ac- 
tion in the diversity of its forms. Hence the importance of critical study 
and development of its particular concepts and ideas, 


Knowledge of the social dialectics in all their manifestations is closely re- 
lated to the explanation of the determinations of social existence and the re- 
lations among them. One decisive contribution of Marxism to man's enlarged 
cognitive horizon lies in the very fact that it brought out, on the basis of 
many facts and studies, the determination of social existence and of society 
as a series of differentiated social relations, a series that produces its own 
reality and does not exist as a natural product. This is the particularity 
of society to be a subject, which implies its activity of transforming nature, 
humanizing it, organizing and regulating its own relations, and creating the 
diverse forms of intellectual communication, Society's production of its own 
reality requires the simultaneous coexistence of productive, transforming ac- 
tivity with intellectual activity, without which the former cannot take place. 
In other words it requires the existence of subassemblies of relations that 
supplement each other functionally. The role of subject is an objective fea- 
ture of scciety as a whole system, as an entirety, and not of any partial sys- 
tem within it. 


Therefore social existence cannot be reduced to its material conditions or to 
economic relations, It also follows from the above-mentioned fact that mind 
is no secondary phenomenon but a codeterminant of any social manifestation. 
But the fact remains that mind is only an attribute of social existence and is 
determined by the functioning of society, an idea expressed, essentially, in 
Marx' text to the effect that social existence determines the social con- 
sciousness, 


The second determination of society brought out by Marxist philosophy con- 
cerns its aspect as object. Society is not only the subject but also the ob- 
ject of its functioning and development. In my book "Reflections on Marxist 
Philosophy" I wrote on this subject that society "... is also the object of 
its dialectics because its activity is determined, because it suffers the con- 
sequences of social action and of its previous history.* (p61) Any society 
is both the work of its functioning at a given stage of history and a product 
of the latter, an object of it. (It is difficult for me to understand how 
Ion Ianosi failed to discover in this book the idea that society is not only 
the subject but also the object of its history, also treated on pages 213- 
214, an idea also developed in the book on social determinism, in the para- 
graphs on the objectuality of social existence and on reproduction of the en- 
tire social system.) 


The entirety of social existence as a system of objective reality follows 
from its twofold aspect, as well as the fact that it includes, besides mater- 
ial components, other material-mental and other mental ones, It also fol- 
lows that social dialectics is the manifestation of the unity between the 
transforming activities and the mental ones and the result of the intersec- 
tion of the functioning of all the partial systems, without exception, of the 
given society. Thus the sources of economistic snd mechanistic recidivism 
are shut off. 110 

















The discussions of social determinism often include misunderstandings of the 
relation between its objective character and the existence of »,eople. The 
highly; dehumanized forms of manifestation of social determinism in the more 
remote past but also more recently in our century induced many thinkers of 
the century to protest against history and to contest determinism in the name 
of some humanistic values. Of course these protests, despite their humanity, 
are expressions of a mythical and chimerical mentality. Moreover they can 
also have alienating consequences because they do not encourage the intellec- 
tual and social energies to know and master the historical process. 


Since the determinism of history is indifferent to the existence of individu- 
als, it could and can take dehumanized forms. The action of social determin- 
ism can be humanized by knowledge of it, by controlling it, and by correlat- 
ing it with respect for the humanistic values. The mistakes made in this area 
by no means preclude this possibility, but they pose the problem of intensi- 
fying knowledge of determinism and of adapting social practice to the require~ 
ments for humanizing its forms of manifestation. 


The problem of ideology is one that constantly confronts the dialogue within 
Marxist philosophy, and it is the last one I shall discuss here. For two de- 
cades it has been in the forefront of the discussions within Marxism, since 
it is closely related to the process of Marxism's contemporary renovation and 
to the delimitetiun of its cognitive potential from the errors of dogmatism 
ard false knowledge. 


The discussion concerns interpretation of the concept and, beyond that, the 
phenomenon of ideology. But its reduction to a simple discussion of the 
choice between the initial meaning of the term "ideology® as false knowledge 
or the later one of a series of forms of perception of a social group lends 
it an artificial cast. The problem consists of apprehending the real articu- 
lation of the phenomenon, its historical-social diversity, and its particular 
structures. Of course it cannot be resolved on the basis of personal sympa- 
thies of any kind but only by study of the facts on the basis of the functi- 
ons of the phenomenon and its relation to science, This is an obligatory cri- 
terion of investigation of the phenomenon because the values of any ideology 
have been and will be truths. 


In the light of the foregoing criteria I believe it can be said that (a) ide- 
Ologies, as entireties of the forms of perception of a social group,,are dif- 
ferentiated not only by the interests ani values they express but also by 

their abstract structures and their relation to scientific knowledge, and (b) 
the ideologies of all social groups (except that of the working class, based 
on dialectical materialism) have not and do not provide a consciousness based 
upon any real, to say nothing of complete, knowledge of their objective posi- 
tion, of historical determinism, or of the given system. These ideologies 

are not based upon the criteria of knowledge or of determination of scientif- 
ic truth, but serve only to homogenize the will of the group and to secure 

its unity of action and its effectiveness. Therefore they represent a false- 
cognitive consciousness, which should not lead to underrating their role but 
only to indicating their relation to science, Their constituent criterion is 
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a pragmatic and not a cognitive one. (c) There is a quite different rela- 
tionship between socialist ideology and scientific knowledge. The proletari- 
at's socialist awareness is based exclusively upon a foundation of scientif- 
ic knowledge. Without it the proletariat cannot preceive its position in re- 
lation to that of the other classes of capitalism or formate its real in- 
terests, purposes or adequate mesrs of action. Therefore the constituent 
criterion of socialist awareness is a cognitive one of determination of sci- 
entific truth, as distinguished from the pragmatic one. But this does not 
mean that Marxism and socialist ideology are automatically immne from false 
knowledge, as evidenced by experience with the social-democracy of the Second 
International and the dogmatism not very long ago. 


All this indicates the great complexity of the phenomenon of ideology. It 
cannot be treated scientifically by unilinear determination of its proportions 
but requires indication of its internal contradictions and the fluctuations 
in its evolution. It can also be said in approaching the phenomenon of ideo- 
logy both meanings of the term must be borne in mind, and that a contemporary 
definition of the concept requires both of them equally. 


The current dialogue within Marxist philosophy indicates that its fertility 
depends upon discussion of its evident problems and upon the way it intends 
to verify the validity of its concepts and ideas, to resolve the most thorny 
questions of practice according to them, and to extend the scope of its ex- 
planations. It does mot appear to me to be a polemic for the sake of polen- 
ics but a discussion based upon investigation of the phenomena and not linit- 
ed to mere repetition of familiar ide«s and formulas. Viewed in this light, 
the dialogue is a step in the procera of perfecting philosophical knowledge 
and molding its ideas. 


FOOTNOTES 
le As Gramsci, "Selected Works," Political Publishing House, 1969, p 123. 
2. Ibidem, p 1%. 
3. Ibidem, p 17% 


Se Ae Gramsci, "Selected Writings," Univers Publishing House, 1973 p 203. 
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UNILATERAL TREATMENT OF ROMANIAN HISTORY PROTESTED 
Bucharest FRA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 19, 5 Oct 79 pp 49-50 


(ervidia by Cornelia Papacostea Danielopolu: "Fruitful Investigations for a 
tter Knowledge of the History of the Balkan Peoples"/ 


/Text7 The journal SALKAN STUDIES, a biennial publication of the Salonika 
Institute of Balkan Studies that first appeared in 1959 is a respected peri- 
odical of Southeast European history. With the purpose of broadening know- 
ledge of the history of the Balkan peoples through comparative studies, the 
journal is open to Romanian, Bulgarian, Greek, Serbian and Albanian contribu- 
tors as well as other researchers in the field of Southeast European studies. 


The subject matter of the journal i- varied both in specialized fields (eco- 
noric, demographic, political and cultural history, history of art, ro 
of law, etc.) and in “he periods treated (from prehistoric to modern times). 
Its reviews and reports provide a wealth of information and critical opinions 
about the bibliography and Balkan scientific meetings. The subject matter of 
the last two mumbers (Vol 19, No 1-2, 1978) is enhanced by problems of modern 
political history, which can only serve to heighten the interest in this pub- 
lication. 


Romanian history is presented both in most of the back numbers and in the re- 
cent ones, whether the subject is approached directly or in articles on the 
most varied aspects of Ralkan history. For example, the contacts of the 
Greek scholars of the "diaspora" with the Romanian Lands are illustrated in 
Ath. Karathanassis' article (No 1, 1978, pp 159-184) on Athanasios Kondoidis 
and Athanasios Skiadas (18th century), wherein a number of Romanian contribu- 
tions are cited in an extensive bibliography. And in the article (No 2, pp 
313-326) on the life and commercial activity of the Epirote Consta Petru in 
Oltenia (Wallachia), § signed by the Romanian researcher Nestor Carariano, 
we find new data on the founder of the famous Hagi Ianus firm and on some 
forms of commercial activity and credit practices that lead the author to re- 
gard Consta Petru as a typical representative of precapitalism in Wallachia. 
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Z. Ne Tsirpanlis, the famous professor at Ianina University, in his article 
"Memoranda and Reports of Ioan Capodistria: 1809-1872" (No 1, 1975 pp 3-32), 
mentions a number of memoranda on the Romanian Principalities in 1607-1616, 
while the American historian Paul D. Quilan, in his article "Tie Tilea Ques- 
tion: a Supplementary Inquiry® (No 1, 1978 pp 147-157), brings new materials 
into discussion from archives and the press concerning the evolution of An- 
vlo-Romanian relatiors during the period before 17 March 1939, the date on 
which Viorel Tilea, the Romanian minister in London, warned the British go- 
vernment of the imuinent danger that Romania would be Hitler's rsxt victix. 


In No 2 (pp 285-312) of the journal Efthimios Pournarakis wrote an interest- 
ing article on “Development of Integration in the Balkans,” or in four of the 
six countries of the perinsula, namely Bulgaria, Greece, Romania and Yugosla- 
via. He takes up the problem of coexistence of different economic systems 
in the framework of inter-3alkan cooperation, pointing out among other things 
that "Romania has made great progress in winning its independence in trade 
relations” with other states of the world. © “he subject of the said Salkan 
countries' prospects of future economic devel nt and the fact that the 
potential of inter-BSalkan exchanges has not & $=sufficiently explored, the 
author concludes that "The time has come for th ‘kan countries to expicit 
the long neglected possibilities through international cooperation in their 
immediate vicinity without loss of their ow identity.” 


Among the reviews, including as always works by or about Romanians, we noted 
the one on Daniel Chirct's book "Social Changes in a Peripheral Society. The 
Creation of a Balkan Colony," New York 1976 (No 1, pp 208-710. The reviewer, 
James J. Farsolas of the University of Southern California and a specialist 
in recent years in problems of Romanian history, expresses a mumber of reser- 
vations as to the treatment of the history of Wallachia, with which reserva- 
tions we entirely agrze. while the sociological approach to the problem fol- 
lows an interesting and very modern methodology, we think a number of D. Ghi- 
rot's statements about the international status of Wallachia (that of a "pro- 
tocolorg"of the Ottoman Expire and a "neocolony® of the Western industrial 
countries) are greatly oversimplified ani incompletely reflect the social- 
political development of the Romanian states in the Middle Ages and that of 
Romania in the modern ani contemporary period. J. Farsolas quite rightly 
criticizes D. Chirot's application of models taken from the economics of col- 
onial policy in the 18th and 19th centuries to the history of medieval and 
modern Wallachia. Characterization of the latter as a "modern neocolony” be- 
cause of its increasingly close ties with the Western market is certainly un- 
warranted, justifying Farsolas' comment that the author “explains the social 
changes by the action of the international, external factors, minimizing the 
internal forces that played a decisive part in transforming the grain-export- 
ing economy into a precapitalist economy.” No doubt this unilateral treat- 
ment of Romanian history is to be explained by unfamiliarity with some import- 
ant works on history ani economic history recently published in Romania. But 
as the review indicates, the artificiality of D. Chirot's work is also due to 
its treatment of Wallachian history in isolation, minimizing the fact that 
this history cannot be divorcea, in a sociological laboratory, from the com 
plex of socioeconomic realities that succeeded each other logically for 
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for millemnia in the feographic area under consideration. 


Alongside REVUE DES ETUDES EUROPEBWNES in Bucharest, now in its 15th year of 
publication, ETUDES BALKANIQUES in Sofia and other periodicals devoted to the 
study of the history of the Southeast Buropean peoples, BALKAN STUDIES is 
contributing by its activity to a better mutual knowledge and understanding 
in the Balkan area, 
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ROMANIA 


SOCIAL NORMS IN SOCIALIST SOCIETY EXAMINED 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 19, 5 Oct 79 pp 7-26 
/Krticle by Dr Genoveva Vrabie: "Social Norms and Social Management"/ 


/Text7 As indicated in the Draft Directives of the 12th Party Congress, the 
party will continue to emphasizs improvement of scientific social management 
and state functions, development of self-administration and worker self- 
management, improvement of the ways and means of collective management, and 
active participation of the masses in decision-making. Of course this parti- 
cipation requires not only knowledge and consistent application of the 
economic mechanism and development of a new quality of social ny A 
indoctrinational work but also a greater sense of yma et on the 
of every citizen for obserance of the decisions and laws and the rules 
regulations of social coexistence. This is especially true in 

Nicolae Ceausescu's staterent at the Working Conference of the Party Central 
Committee in September 1979 that "We must realize that there still are a mm- 
ber of negative phenomena and violations of the norms of our socialist soci- 
ety. The existence of people who violate these norms actually constitutes 

a reject, so to speak, in our political-educational work with people.*® 


On the superstructural level the uniformity of socialist social relations, 
and especially production relacions, unifies the norms regulating organiza- 
tion and management of sociity and state~-citizen relations, while coordinat~ 
ing the requirements of the regulatory system with the ccnduct of the men- 
bers of society. Of course this coordination between the penerally binding 
requirements and civic behavior (net only in the sense of observance of a 
certain category of social values and norms but especially as a new behavior 


The collective experience and social function of 
as a passive recipient of social norms but as their "legislator," creator 
and beneficiary, are Secoming increasingly important in the 

national development characterized by democratization of all econcnic 
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activities. Proper understanding and consistent observance of the social 
norms governing human behavior can help to broaden revolutionary awareness 
and to form and development civic behavior characteristic of the new man. 


In performing its leading role in society as a whole, the party provides for 
the organization and scientific, uniform manazement of all economic and so- 
cial activities by practically correlating management activity with fulfill- 
ment of the provisions of the Uniform Plan for Romania's Socioeconomic Devel- 
opment. Naturally the effectiveness of the act of management viewed in this 
light depends among other things upon the organizational and political effort 
to fulfill the production plan and to observe the decisions and laws of the 
state in all economic and social sectors. 





Since it regulates social relations and thereby performs an act of state man- 
agement in defending the values of concern to socialist society, the law is 
defined as one of the instruments for implementing party policy. But the or- 
ganic combination of the political and legal norms does not mean that the po- 
litical norms acquire from their nature as legal regulations the power of 
coercion or methods of administrative enforcement. They are imposed by vir- 
tue of their value, the peneral purpose and the major interests they serve. 
Meanwhile their asacciation with the political norms lenis the legal norms 
new and better methods of implementation ensuring their observance as a natur- 
al habit of social behavior. 


But in practice there are situations where regulatory enactments are "filed" 
and replaced by orders, instructions andi narrow, bureaucratic administrative 
methods instead of being consistently applie’. But as Nicolae Ceausescu 
pointed out, there can be no truly scientiiic management without understand- 
ing and not just knowledge of the laws and decisions. It is vital to the ef- 
ficiency of the mechanism of social management and worker self-management for 
all socioeconomic activity to conform to the adopted norms and decisions. 
Evasion of legal provisions, disregard of the evoluxvion of social activity 
and innovations, *nd management and organization of socioeconomic activity 
by routine and outmoded methods obstruct introduction of the new and social 
reform. There are still a number of legal norms and old regulatory enact- 
ments on the books today that no longer reflect reality or the new require- 
ments of social experience because the lag behind the evolution of social 

and production relations. Therefore the legal norms must be continually im 
proved and adiusted to the new objectives in accordance with the long-range 
stratery of socioeconomic development fully described in the draft documents 
of the 1?th Party Congress. From this standpoint it is clear that socialist 
legality requires not only strict observance of certain norms but also their 
continuing improvement and adjustment to the tasks of each stage on behalf 

of the most effective implementation of the objectives pursued. 


In sddition to the duty to observe law and order, there is the added obliga- 
tion to obey the rules that serve socialist morality and some well-defined 
social reqvirements based upon all society's interest in achieving the values 
of a higher civilization. Theoretically and especially in practice, combin- 
ation of the moral principles and norms with the legal ones entails some pro- 
blems of the relationships between them, Determination of the purport of 
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norms with ethical as well as legal sipnificance requires clarification of 
the relations between the legal and ethical subsystems and especially between 
their regulatory levels. Due to the dialectical combination of the lezal 

and moral phenomena, the law is enforced not only Dy specialized sta‘e org- 
ans, th judicial organs properly speaking, but also by public bodies and 
collectives. To this end our party has developed a new conception of molding 
human behavior through the good influence cf the labor collectives, schools 
and families in order to meet the requirements of both the legal rorms and 
the ethical and political ones at the same time. It is a matter of combining 
both different means to the same end and different experiences, namely that 
of the judicial organs and that of the labor collectives, who are expected 
to help rehabilitate violators of the law, eliminate the "rejects" in work 
with people, and foster the revolutionary spirit and an aggressive sense of 
responsibility. Thus the ethical measures take on a legal aspect or, in oti- 
er words, the force of socialist morality is added to the force of the law. 
These changes in the legal phenomenon contribute to the organic combination 
of the legal methods with those of moral indoctrination, 


On the level of social manazement, the combination of the "force" of law with 
that of morality enhances the social-educational potential of the masses 
through more effective indoctrination of the citizens in respect for the laws 
and decisions and the standards of social coexistence and through a greater 
contribution to fulfillment of the planned tasks. 


when such changes are made in the application of the legal norms, law enforce- 
ment by the state's coercive power if necessary is considerably changed. Hence 
also the requirement that the theory of the law should more pointedly reflect 
the new realities of application of the legal norms not only by the state or~- 
organs but also by tho public organizations, families, schools, public opin- 
ion and the labor collectives, 


Evolution of the law and the relationships between the legal and ethical 
standards, which depend heavily upon the realities of the present stage and 
the future obsectives stated in the draft documents of the 1?th Party Con- 
gress, must be examined in the light of the policy that determined them ani 
will determine them in the future. Meanwhile the political, the ethical and 
the legal, as the main ways of regulating social ard production relations, 
are to be regarded as component parte of the whole social system performing 
the functions of the latter. In this case their “positions” can be determ- 
ined only in close connection with the economic, since the interaction be- 
tween political, ethical and legal express the depenience of their functions 
upon the whole social system and the critical effect of the economic factor 
on all the others. 


aS the Draft Directives of the 12th Party Congress point out, our socialist 
society is making a vast effort of socioeconomic construction mainly charac- 
terized by improvement of social and production relations and accelerated 
transition to a new quality of life and sociceconomic activity on the basis 
of the quantitative accumulations of the past years. Under these circumstan- 
ces workers’ active and direct participation in decisions ani better organi- 
zation for carrying out the principle of worker self-management and self- 
administration are objective requirements of our socialist democracy. We 
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think this conclusion can be specifically illustrated by the new economic- 
financial mechanism, since the legal norms flowing from it have an important 
social function. The process of changing economic relations (especially 
those pertaining to organization and management of productive activities) and 
stimilating the productive forces more intensively is marked by the appear- 
ance of new legal regulations concerning worker self-management and economic- 
financial self-administration. These norms serve the further improvement of 
production relations, involvement of the activity of the workers councils and 
other collective manarement organs with that of the state organs, and the 
best functioning of the democratic system for participation of the working 
class and all workers in the management of the production units. 


Efforts to improve the democratic system for managing economic activity and 
consolidating worker self-management are now concentrated not only upon ace 
cording workers the right to solve problems of production management and or- 
ganization and to make decisions on the level of the unit where they work, 
but also upon overcoming difficulties and eliminating bureaucratism, inertia 
and routine as well as the dysfunctions that still persist in the work of 
some collective management organs. Therefore worker self-management is not 
an end in itself or a theoretical concept intended to formally validate col- 
lective experience and thought. Subordinated to the requirement for more ef- 
fective socioeconomic activity, self-management and self-administration call 
for a high political awareness on the part of those managing the production 
process, specialized technical training and competence, receptiveness to all 
that is new not only in the economy or production but in other fields as well, 
and understanding of the social phenomena and requirements on the basis of 
which appropriate decisions and measures will be adopted, problems will be 
solved promptly and efficiently, etc. 


Experience shows that some labor collectives and management organs still hesi- 
tate to attack difficult production problems boldly and directly and to cri- 
ticize the failings. They are characterized by narrow tendencies and prac- 
tices in decision-making furthered by the idea that such practices "were 
right before," indifference to technical innovations, superficiality in pro- 
moting personnel to positions of economic management without considering 
their professional qualifications, etc. The practice of drafting plans for 
any minor problem, reporting and requesting approval for every separate ac- 
tion, demanding economically unjustified notes and reports from subordinate 
units, etc. deprives self-management of dynamism and perspective, restricts 
autonomy and self-administration, and sacrifices initiative, promotion of the 
new, and effective management to paper work. The fact is forgotten that the 
Law on Organization and Management of State Socialist Units contains clear 
provisions and obligatory standards concerning the functions of the workers 
councils as deliberative management organs, provisions to eliminate arbitrar- 
iness and the routine spirit. On the other hand close combination of the 
principle of democratic centralism with extensive initiative and local self- 
administration is the best system for social innovation and for the act of 
management to become a political act even on the level of a single unit. 
There is no question that such attitudes, even if some of them violate no 
expressly determined standard, indicate a disregard of the general require- 
ments of progress and conflict in their implications with the principles and 
standards of socialist ethics, 
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Of course these lags will not remedy themselves automatically. As it was 
pointed out at a recent conference of the Party Central Committee, continuing 
efforts are required in order to eliminate the conservative spirit from the 
approach of some management organs. Elimination of the old not only from 
production but also from people's way of thinking is a revolutionary action 
designed to stimlate democratic discussion of all socioeconomic problems in 
a commmist spirit. In this way Cemocracy becomes more and more a basic come 
ponent of social existence and of the socialist economic base. From a deter- 
mined phenomenon it becomes a determining one by reflecting the basis require- 
ments of econemis, political and social development. Once implanted in eco- 
nomic activity, workers democracy founded on broader rights gives rise to 
preater social responses, collective and individual, in the way of contribut- 
ing to the development of socialist production relations and of our society's 
technical-material base. 


The new democratic system naturally entails not only a new quality of labor 
but also every citizen's understanding of his greater responsibility for man- 
agement of the national wealth and for fulfillment of production tasks and 
social obligations. Operating in unison with moral standards, the law can 
become an effective instrument not only for social organization and manage- 
ment but also for molding and correcting civic behavior, thus supporting the 
political-educational efforts to develop the workers' awareness. 


As expressions of these objectives that foreshadow the new social role of the 
law as a form of social regulation and management, the measures adopted in 
pursuance of the Law on Organization and Management of State Socialist Units 
provide the proper framework for improving worker self-management and self- 
administration and for developing the role and responsibility of the labor 
collectives. Workers' effective exercise of the rights and responsibilities 
the law accords them will give them a more direct incentive for fulfillment 
of the production plan and economic development of every enterprise. Mean- 
while the legal norms adopted to perfect the levers of economic-financial 
management will in their turn heighten the responsibility of every worker 

and the decision-making organs for the practical application of the princi- 
ples of self-management. Therefcve the general assemblies and workers coun- 
cils must take greater responsibility, according to the law's provisions, for 
the workers' better understanding of their important role as producers of ma- 
terial goods and beneficiaries. Clearly the broad political~legislative 
framework favors correlation of the legal, ethical and economic ways and 
means of converting involvement and participation of the masses in management 
and in full satisfaction of the demands of social progress from a theoretic- 
al concept to a fact of social experience, 


The unity of the main means of regulating social relations under socialism is 
a premise that facilitates ideological and indoctrinational efforts toward 
social integration of the individual through perception and assimilation of 
social interests, aspirations and values as his own interests, aspirations 
and values. But since this process is not spontaneous cr automatic, outside 
of some failings and difficulties, intensified political-educational efforts 
to develop socialist awareness are a major objective essential to the condi- 
tions for all workers’ purposeful participation in the implementation of the 
assigned tasks. 
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As envisaged by the RCP Program, our democratic system will develop as the 
workers' training and competence are improved, their knowledge is broadened 
and their ideological and political level is raised. It is a matter of both 
political and professional competence and effective participation in social 
management. This emphatically brings out the role and importance of revolu- 
tionary political-ideological activity to make the individual an active and 
purposeful element in the production process but also one in its organization 
and management on the level of the units as well as an active participant in 
in the development of society as a whole, 
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ELENA CEAUSESCU NOT LISTED IN PRESS ACCOUNTS OF TITO ARRIVAL 


[Editorial Report] The 3 November issues of the Bucharest dailies SCINTEIA 
and ROMANIA LIBERA did not list Elena Ceausescu, member of the Political 
Executive Committee and wife of the RCP secretary general and president of 
Romania, as being present at the arrival of Yugoslav President Tito at 
Otopeni Airport in Bucharest on 2 November 1979. The following Romanian 
officials are listed as being present at the airport ceremony: Ilie 
Verdet, Iosif Banc, Emil Bobu, Cornel Burtica, Virgil Cazacu, Constantin 
Dascalescu, Janos Fazekas, Paul Niculescu, Gheorghe Oprea, Gheorghe Pana, 
Gheorghe Radulescu, Virgil Trofin, Stefan Voitec, Stefan Andrei, Ion Coman, 
and Nicolae Giosan, in addition to Nicolae Ceausescu and the Romanian Anm- 
bassador to Yugoslavia, Nicolae Mihai. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


SHIP, 18 MEN LOST IN SEA OF MARMARA COLLISION 


[Editorial Report] The 21 October 1979 issue of BORBA (Belgrade) (page 2) 
and subsequent issues of daily papers reported the 18 October collision of 
the Yugoslav tugboat "Kaprije” (owned by the "Slobodna plovidba” shipping 
enterprise in Sibenik) with a Greek ship in the Sea of Marmara. Eighteen 
men went down with the ship which was carrying chromium ore from the 

Soviet port of Poti to Salonika. The 23 October issue of the above paper 
said this is the 38th accident for the Yugoslav merchant marine in 35 years, 
during which time 134 men have been lost and 5 percent (about 120,000 gross 
registered tons) of total cargo. 
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